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PREFACE. 

The principal intention of a Pre- 
liminary Address is to introduce the 
reader to a partial acquaintance with 
the work before him, prior to its pe- 
rusal, by giving him a distinct, though 
concise view of its nature and scope, 
the matter of its composition, and 
the manner of its execution. But, 
as the subject, nature, design, and 
plan of this treatise are clearly and 
fully stated by the author in a copi- 
ous introduction, the necessity of a 
preface seems almost, if not wholly, 
superseded. Yet, notwithstanding 
this is my confirmed opinion, as the 
partiality of friendship has assigned 
me the oflSice, and imposed upon me 
the obligation of addressing thee, I 
will reaoily, in this instance, sacrifice 
sentiment to affection, and judgment 
to duty. However, that I may not 
detain thee a moment, by unneces- 
sary delay, from so rich an intellec- 
tual repast, ^ the good providence of 
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God has prepared for thy use in 
the present invahiable treatise on 
Growth in Grace, I will reluctantly 
say little on the occasion of its pub- 
lication, when I could willingly say 
much. Indeed, to say much on be- 
half of a performance, whose intrin- 
sic merit is its strongest recommen- 
dation, would not only be unneces- 
sary, but superfluous ; whilst, on the 
other hand, to be wholly silent would 
not only, in my opinion, savour of 
cold indifference to the subject itself, 
but ' amount to an act of positive 
criminality to the church of Christ-? 
Allow me therefore to say, after a 
most attentive and critical perusal, 
that the subject of this work is not 
oi>ly of infinite and unparalleled im- 
portance in itself, and of universal 
concern to the Church of the Great 
Jehovah, but, that it contains a 
greater quantity of excellent matter, 
compressed within the narrow limits 
of a duodecimo, than is comprized 
in many large folios. This little vol. 
presents thee with a table well fur- 
nished — a table laden with rich abun- 
dance — ^with rich abundance of the 
choicest viands, which wisdom has 
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provided for her guests. Reader, it 
is my province on the present occa- 
sion, as a servant in the royal house, 
to usher thee into the Guest Cbam-^ 
ber, where a spiritual feast is prepare 
ed for thy entertainment — a. feast in-* 
finitely more sumptuous than that of 
A hasuerus or Belshazzar — a feast for 
all the Lord's people— (to use the 
sublime language of the prophet) 

'^ A feast of delicacies, a feast of old wines, 
^ Of delicacies exquisititely rich, of old wines 
•' perfectly refined." — Is: L. Transktion. 

Besides, the work is executed with 
that judgment and ability, which a 
subject of such importance, depth, 
mystejy, and sublimity demanded, 
and in a manner which reflects infi- 
nite honour on the master, whilst it 
discovers the servant to be a work- 
man that needs not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. 

From the fullest conviction, there- 
fore, of the real merit of this Treatise, 
I do most cordially and earnestly re- 
commend it to thy attentive and fre^ 
gtient perusal, firmly persuaded that 
the blessing of the great Head of 
the Church, that maketh rich, will 
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descend and rest upon thee, when oc-» 
cupied in the delightful employ, and 
cause thee to grow up as caives of the 
stai/y as wiii&ws by the rvater'-^courses, as 
the tree planted by the rivers of water, 
and as the cedar of Lebanon^ — to grora 
in grace, and in the knoxoledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; and, 
finally, to grorv up into Him in all 
things, who is the head, even CHRIST^ 
Fervently praying that my persua- 
sion may be verified in thy happy 
experience, I subscribe myself. Chris- 
tian Reader, 

Tliy sincere Friend and Servant 
in the Vineyard of our Lord, 



I. NICHOLSON, 



Bcthnal Green, 
Aug. 10, 1804» 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Iat a Treatise on Growth in Grace, as 
iegun and carried on in Fellowship and 
Communion with the Persons in the 
Godhead — with the Father in his ever- 
lasting love, by Faith in the Son's sal- 
wation, through the sacred teachings 
and Injiuences of the Holy Spirit, it is 
absolutely necefsary that the written 
word of God should be closely attended 
to. The Bible is a record, testimony, and 
memorial of the free, rich, and sovereign 
grace of the holy and efsential Three, 
who exist in the one incomprehensible 
JEHOVAH, inasmuch as it gives an ac- 
count of their display and manifestation 
of it towards and upon the elect in 
Christ Jeaus. The deepest and most 

{)rofound mystery, which the Loj?d God 
lath been pleased to make known 
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therein, is that, which concerns his 
efsence and personalities. The revela- 
tion, which he hath given of himself^ 
leads us to conceive and believe his 
nature, being, life, and blefsednefs to 
be incomprehensible, and his personali- 
ties to be efsential. "For there are 
" three that bear record in Heaven, the 
" Father, the Word, and the Holjr 
" Ghost, and these .three are one*.'* 
This incomprehensible and efsential truth 
made known by the everlasting gospel, 
respecting the distinction of persons in 
the one JEHOVAH, is the foundation 
of all true, spiritual, and divine woTsbip, 
Baptism, which is a part of instituted 
worship, is by Christ's command to be 
performed, "In the name of the Father, 
" and of the Son, and of the Holjr 
" Ghost ^" In which scripture not only 
•the divine Trinity are most exprefsly 
qfnentioned ; but also in the order ia 
which they exist co-equally and co-ei^ 
sentially in the Godhead. 

In the apostolical benediction, which 
runs thus, " The grace of our Lord Jer 
*^ sus Christ, and the love of God, and 
'* the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
" be with you alP," the divine Trinity 
are both acknowle<lged and worshipped. 
And, in the Revelationy we have a 

* 1 John V. 7. ** Matt, xxviii. I9. 

« 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 



(8) 

'grayer oiFered up by the apostle John to 
the whole Trinity, wherein they are ad 
drefsed according to their ceconomical 
offices, in whicli they stand related and 
engaged to us in the covenant of grace. 
f* John to the seven cnurch^s which arc 
^* in Asia: grace be to ypu, and peace 
•" from him wliiqb is, and which was> 
*' and which is to come ; and from the 
'*' seven spirits which are before his 
•'* throne ; and from Jesus Christ, who 
^' is the faithful witnefs, and the first 
** begotten of the dead, and the prince 
^'of the kings of the earth: unto him 
•** th^t loved us, and w ashed us from our 
^^ sins in his own blood, and hath made 
f* us kings and priests unto Gad and his 
?* Father; to him be glory and domi- 
^' nion foT ever and ever **." Amen. 

The doctrine of the holy and blef^ed 
Trinity is set forth in every part of the 
inspired volupne. It hath its influence 
on, and giv]e$ pecpliar lustre to, every 
truth and docfrine <:ontained therein. 
It adds distinguished energy, and gives 
peculiar glory, to the declarations of 
grace, to the proclamations of pardon, 
and to the promise of Christ and salva- 
tion contained in him. Those acts of 
grace and outgoings of everlasting love, 
^vhich tJie Eternal Three expressed to* 
waids the elect, and which are revealed 

* Pev. i. 4, 5, 6#, 
B 2 
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in the written word, give evidence of 
their co-equality, co-eternity, and co- 
existence, in the eternal Godhead. The 
covenant, which obtained between them 
on behalfof the elect fore- viewed in their 
fallen state, is a further testimony of this 
eternal verity. The holy scriptures arc 
a^sacred transcript of this everlasting 
covenant. The incarnation of the Sou 
of God, his inauguration into his ofiic^ 
of mediation, the testimony of the Father 
saying, " Thou art my beloved Son, in 
** whom I am well pleased *," and the visi^ 
hie descent of the Holy Ghost upon theni 
at the time, ^* so that John saw and knew 
•* that he was the Son of God •," arc aii 
infallible confirmation of it. In fact,' 
the doctrine of the Trinity is the foun- 
dation which supports every article of 
our most holy faith. It enters deeply 
into every doctrine of divine revelation.' 
Even its practical godlinefs is influenced 
thereby, so that I am bold to say, there 
is not a prayer, experience, grace, or 
comfort ; no, nor any part of a believer's 
walic with God, or spiritual warfare, set 
before us in the book of inspiration, but 
this great truth concerning the persons 
in the Godhead, with the interest which 
they have in the elect, and which the 
elect have in them, is either exprefsed 
or implied therein. The subject con- 

« Mark i. lU ^ John i. 33, 34. 
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c^tninii Growth in Grade is strictly and 
truly experimental. It springs iiom\ 
and is maintained and carried on by, the 
inward and supernatural operations of 
the Spirit of God. Yet as his work in 
the souls of the elect is the immediate 
fruit of election-grace, and is com- 
mensurate with the doctrines of it, and 
the true counterpart of them; so the 
truth as it. is in Jesus, aijd the grace of 
God in truth, in its original, spring; 
fountain, and glory, should be laid a$ 
the foundation to bear up the whole su- 
perstructure. . 
. The Holy Ghost, the third person in 
the incomprehensible and self-existing 
efsence, is the Lord and giver, the founr 
tain and spring of all spiritual life, and 
of all spiritual operations in the souls of 
the elect. In the ^economy of grace he 
works agreeably to his personal and dis.- 
tinct subsistence from the Father and 
the Son. Election is most generally iii 
the scripture attributed to the Father^ 
redemption to the Son, and sanctifica- 
tion to the. Holy Ghost. " Elect ac- 
•" cording to the fore-knowledge of God 
*' the Father, through sauctification of 
" the Spirit unto obedience, and sprink- 
/' ling of the blood of Jesus Christ^." 
In the everlasting covenant the Father 
appointed all things. Xhe Son was sent 

,81 Pet. i. 2. . , i 

B 3 
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into our world by his incarnation to fut* 
fil his Father's will, and accomplish his 
vast designs. And the Holy Ghost, 
vho searcheth all things^ yea^ the deep 
things of God, proceedeth from the Fa* 
ther and the Son, and works efTectually 
within and upon the heirs of glory^ 
bringing them to the knowledge and ac* 
knowledgment of the truth, which i^ 
after godiinefs. So that in a discourse, 
the intention of which is to exalt the 
grace of the persons in the everlasting 
Trinity, for their respective love and 
eternal designs of mercy towards th^ 
elect, DOCTRINE must be the founda- 
tion. An4 faith, as the fruit of it, aris- 
ing from, and founded on it, must be 
explained ; with the experience produced 
in the soul thereby. This will be a prepa-* 
Tative for shewing in what way, and by 
what means, the Holy Ghost is pleased 
to carry on his work, begun in the soul 
by regeneration, which is evidenced by 
believing on the Son of God, and ih* 
creased by communion with the Father 
and the Son, until he invests the new-^ 
born soul with everlasting glory. May 
the Holy Ghost blefs the subject, and 
make it the means of bringing glory to 
the Father, the Son, and himself, and of 
leading believers into distinct comma* 
nion with them. Grant thisj holy Fa- 
ther, for the honour of thy Son Jesus 
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Cljrist, to whom, M'ith the Holy Ghost, 
three co-equal persons in the unity of 
one incomprehensible GODHEAD, be 
equal and eternal praise. Amen. 

Grace is a subject of vast extent, 
and of infinite importance. Election in 
Christ, redifimption by Christ, effectual 
calling, an actual translation into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son, perscvcr* 
ance in holinefs, glorification, and unin- 
terrupted communion with Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost in Heaven, with that 
imratitable tlfeftednefs, which will ac- 
company the saifae^ are the fruits and 
effects of it. Grac e therefore is a sub- 
ject worthy th« contemplation of elect 
angels and saints, who surround the 
tlironc of the Eternal Three in glorj\ 
-And it may most justly demand the 
study and attention of saints, who are at 
present in their militant state. If it j>e 
asked, what is grace ? The answer is, 
the free love of God — his loving siome 
of his intelligent creatures, both angeU. 
and men, with an immutable love, and 
cxptefsing it towards them in a wonder* 
ful manner, and to an ineffable degree. 
It halh been the good pleasure of JE- 
HOVAH to love some of the angels,, 
and some of Adam *s posterity, wit?h an 
everlasting love. As this proceeded 
fromhis own immutable will, it is orace, 
or free favour. 



(8) 

The original, therefore, to which elect 
angels and saints owe all their blefsed- 
nels, and the fountain, from wiience their 
eternal felicity continually flows, is 

GRACE THE EXCEEDING RICHISS OF 

GRACE. Angels and saints are debtors 
to GRACE. Election is wholly of grace. 
Hence it is called the election of grace**. 
The angels of God's presence owe their 
election to grace, equally with us. 
Tliey are styled elect angels*. God^ 
who is love itself, did within himself 
devise a way whereby he might make 
known him6elf> in his nature^ persons, 
and perfections, to some of his intellec-r 
tual creatures, in the communications of 
his love, and in such a manner, as should 
far exceed what the creature, simply 
considered in itself, and on its own bot- 
tom, could ever partake of. This is 
most justly styled grace — super- 
creation grace; and is displayed in 
God's loving his chUrch and people in 
(Jhrist with an immutable love — in his 
giving them being and life in Christ be- 
fore all time — in his blefsing them in 
Christ with all spiritual blefsings, and— * 
in his accepting them in his beloved to the 
praise of the glory of his grac£\ 
The union, which subsists between Christ 

^ Rom. ix. 5. * 1 Tim. v. 21. 

^ Eph. i, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
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'and his people, their relation to him, 
and his interest in them, are altogether 
off GRACE. This union is a transcend- 
ent one, far beyond the dues of crea- 
tureship. It is the foundation of all the 
coTnmunion which Christ hath with 
them^ and which they\\B,yt with him oni 
earth, and in Heaven. 
- The love also, which Christ bears to his 
church, is a transcendent love. When 
speaking of it to his apostles, he saith, 
" As the Father halh loved me, so have 
** I loved you '.'' And in his addrefs to 
his Father, he saith, 'VThou hast loved 
"them as thou hast loved me"*." The 
communion, which Christ holds with 
them, is altogether spiritual and divine. 
He is united to them as their head, and 
they are in him, as members in an head. 
In him lies all their eternal blefsednefs. 
The Father hath treasured up in him all 
the blefsings of his everlasting love ; and 
they are to receive out of the fulnefs of 
him that Jilleth all in all the whole 6f 
their salvation in time, and all the blefs- 
itigs of it in eternity. Our Lord speaks 
of the union between him and his church 
in this high manner. *' That they all 
*' may be one, as thou Father art in me, 
** and I in thee, that they also may be 
** one in us : that the world may beUeve 

* 

? John XY. 9. . ® John xvii, 23. 
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'' that thou hast sent me. And the 
" glory which thou gavest me I have 
" given them ; that they may be one, 
" even as we are one ; 1 in them, and 
" thou in me, that they may be made 
** perfect in one, and that the world 
V may know that thou hast sent me, and 
** hast loved them, as thou hast loved 
" me"." So that the grace of God dis- 
played and mauifeated to the elect ia 
Christ Jesus is ineffable; yea, inconir 
prehensible. Its original, blefsings^ 
fruits, and effects are sogreat, that we 
may w.ell cry out, O the depth t In th^ 
person of the God-man the holy Trinity 
have shone forth, and displayed gracb 
to the uttermost of their manifestative 
glory, and to the uttermost of the elect 
creatures' capacity. . In the redemptioa 
of the elect, and in bringing them to the 
saving knowledge of God the Father, iu 
the Son, through the eternal spirit, ther^ 
is a marvellous display of freey sove-* 
reign, rich ghac£. The whole of the 
inspired volume is one grand exhibition 
pf it : by which it is fully and freely set 
before us for our comfort and edifica-> 
tion. My design in the following page^ 
being to set the crown of crowns ou 
the head of free grace, it will be my 
study and prayer ta the Lord the Spirit 

» John xvii. 21, 22, 2^^ 
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that he may be pleased to teach and 
guide me throughout the whole subject, 
and blefs the same to the praise of his 
own name. — I shall give under the title 
of the chapters the subjects which will 
be distinctly treated of; and will aim to 
set forth all that I know, and have been 
taught of this most blefsed subject, as 
the Lord may be pleased to afsist. The 
substance of the whole will contain 
God's utmost end in election, which will 
appear to be a supernatural union with 
himself J and also a supcrnatwal com-' 
munication of himself . The foundation 
of this union with God will be shcwntd 
lie in the union betwixt the second per- 
son in the Godhead and our nature ; by 
the afsumptiou of which be became God 
and man in one Christ: who is the 
hrightnefs of his Fathers glory, and 
the exprefs image of his person. la 
him, as thus considered Gpd-man, by 
personal union of our nature with the 
Son of God, the image of the invisible 
God, the whole Trinity liave made, and 
do make the highest manifestation of 
their efsential glory, and communica- 
tion of blefsednefs to saints. Hence our 
Lord saith, "Father, I will that they 
"also whom thou hast given me \>& 
" with me where I am ; that they may 
** behold my glory, which thou hast 
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•* given me: for thou lovedst me before 
" the foundation of the world °.'* Union 
ivith Christ is founded on eternal elec- 
tion. And every blefsing flows upon thi^ 
union. The communion, which \vc have 
with Christ by faith, is the fruit of it. 
The eternal communion also, which saints- 
have with Christ rn glory, flows from it.* 
God's end in election is his awn glory. 
It springs from his own love. Hence- 
he saith, " I have loved thee with an 
"everlasting love^" Election is the^ 
first act of God*s love. God does not 
love us because he elected us ;^ but be- 
cause he loved us, therefore he elected* 
us in and together with Christ fromr 
everlasting, and appointed Christ God- 
man to be the head of the whole election:' 
of grace ; in whom he gave them a su- 
percreation-being, and from him they* 
were to receive all supernatural blefsings* 
and benefits. You may view the order 
of God's decrees respecting Christ and 
his church thus. — 1st. Gdd was pleased 
and decreed to go forth into creature- 
communion, that his love to his elect 
miglit thereby be evidenced. 2dly. 
His own glory was his supretne end 
therein. " For of him, and through 
•* him, and to him are all things, ta 

• John xvii. 24. P J«r. xxxi. 3. " 
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whom be glory for ever." Amen^. 
3dly. His design in election was the 
manifestation of the glory of his graC£. 
" Having predestinated us unto the 
** adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
** to himself, according to the good 
*' pleasure of his will, to the praise 
*'of the glory of his graced"' The se- 
cond person in the efsence existing was 
predestinated in his person to be God- 
man, and absolutely first decreed : for 
we were chosen in Christ*. Therefore 
hie was chosen first, as the head, in whom 
the elect were beloved and chosen. 
" Who verily was fore-ordained, (i. e. 
*' as Christ or God-man) before the 
** foundation of the world, but was ma- 
*' nifested (as the lamb slain) in these 
"last times for you, who by him do 
"believe in God^'' 

He was, in his predestination, ordained 
to be the Fellow of the Lord of Hosts — 
His elect in whom his soul delighted. 
Christ saith, " I was daily his delight,'* 
and adds, " And my delights were with 
" the sons of men". We were chosen 
to be Christ's delight; but Christ was 
chosen to be, as God-man, the object of 
the delight of the efsential Three. 
Christ stands in a two-fold relation to 

*» Rom. xi. 36. ' Ephesians i. 5, 6, 

! Eph«sians i. *. * J Pet. i. 20, 21. 

*»Pror.Tin. 90,31. 
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his elect of the human race. He is their 
HEAD, and also their Saviour. For 
the illustration of grace Jehovah willed^ 
that elect angels should see how much 
they owed to grace to preserve them 
immutably in the favour of God. The 
elect angels saw what mere creatures, 
^nd how mutable their wills were, by 
the fall of those angelic beings, who left 
their first estate. At which time, it is 
very easy to conceive, election-grace 
vas made known unto them, and they 
were led to see that they owed their pre- 
servation from falling thereto. Just as 
ixian, ruined in his own nature by the 
fall, was informed that the seed of 
the woman should bruise the serpent's 
head. 

In the execution of God's decrees the 
world was created, man made in the 
image of God, in righteousnefs and true 
holinefs, and left to the mutability of 
his own will. In consequence of which^ 
he fell by temptation, and transgrefsed. 
God's law was broken by his sinning 
immediately against it : by which means 
sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin. When man had sinned, then God 
displayed his great designs of grace — 
revealed and promised Christ, by whom 
life and immortality were to be brought 
to light Thus, *' Grace reigned through 
" righteousnefc; unto eternal life by Je- 
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** stts Christ our Lord\" The election 
of grace comprehended Christ and hb 
ichurchy which consists of elect angels 
and elect men. Jesus Christ, as God- 
man, is the first born of all Gods 
thoughts, ways, and works. Hence he 
is styled, *' The first born of every crea- 
" ture^ If the efsential Son of God 
had not submitted to become incarnate, 
God had never condescended to have 
gone forth into creature-acts. The only 
begotten Son of God, as God-man, was 
the object and subject of God's eternal 
decrees* All was proposed and executed 
in the intuitive knowledge of him, as 
" the brightnefs of the Father's glory and 
'* the exprefs image of his person." 

The first purpose of God, which was 
carried into execution, and which was 
the ground-work of all others that were 
to follow in succefsive order, was crea--' 
tion ; the putting forth (tf all things ouf: 
of nothing into being, as the matter 
which Jehovah's decrees were to work 
upon. This work of creation is exprefs- 
ly attributed to Jesus Christ, as God* 
man, CoL i. 1 6. where in the following 
words, his eternity and omnipotency are 
afserted. " He is before all things, and 
^' by him all things consist." It was in 
the virtual influence of our Lord, as 
Cod-man, that the worlds were made, 

'Rqw, V. 21. . ^Col.i. Ue 
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" Whom he hath appointed heir of all 
"things, by whom also he made the 
" worlds'." This work of creation is 
a<rain ascribed to Jesus Christ, as God- 
man, in the most direct terms, by the 
apostle Paul, in his epistle to the Ephe- 
Bians, " God who created all things by 
" JesusChrist^" The church of theelect; 
whose names are written in Heaven, has 
an entire dependence on Christ, as God- 
man. Their being and everlasting well* 
being are in him. God the Father gave 
them in election a supercreation-being 
in him, and he gave them also grace and 
life in Christ before the world began*. 
As Christ stands in a two-fold relation 
to us, viz. in that of an Heady and that 
of a Saviour ; so those blefsings which 
we have from him, as he is Christ our 
Lord, are founded on our relation to 
and union with his person. And the 
blefsings, which we have from him as 
our Saviour, are the fruits of his most 
precious bloodshedding. Jesus Christ^ 

GOD-MAN, IS THE FOUNDATION AND 
CORNER STONE, THE GLORY AND ORNA- 
MENT OF THE WHOLE CREATION. He 

IS THE Heaven of Heavens to his 

SAINTS — THEIR ALL IN ALL. * 

Having now given a general plan of 
the gospel truths and doctrines, tnat will 
be interspersed and drawn forth through- 

? Hcb, i. 2. y Ch. Hi. 9. » 2 Tim. i.'p. 
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out the following Treatise, I commit 
the same to the Reader's own considera- 
tion and the Lord's blefsing; having no 
other aim or end in view, but that 

CHRISTm AY BE EXALTED IN HIS GRACE 

AND GLORir; and that the THREE iiir 
J EHOVAH may receive from us, through 
JESUS the GOD-MAN-MEDIATOR, 

the everlasting honour, glory, and praise 
of being, throughout the whole display 
of grace, from everlasting to everlastings 
ALL IN ALL* Amen. 




( 18) 



CHAP. I. 

0/ the eternal designs of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost towards the elect ; mth some ac- 
count of their distinct and respective out-- 
goings of love towards them in Christ Jesui 
from everlasting. 

THE great and incomprehensibie 
God is efsentially and inefiably 
holy, happy, blefsed, and glorious. His 
nature is a fountain of infinite perfec- 
tion. He is life itself — eternity itself — 

love itself — blefsed nefs itself. He is the 

" blefsed and only potentate, the king 
" of Kings, and lord of Lords, who only 
"hath immortality*." His happinefs 
arises from .the knowledge which he 
hath of his own efsential nature, person, 
and perfections. Nothing can be added 
unto him: for, "Of him, and through 
" him, and to him are all things : to 
" whom be glory for ever. Amen\'* 
From the in-being, society, and mutual 
converse, held between the eternal Three 
in the one Jehovah, flows that life of 
joy and blifs, which belongs to God 
alone. The efsential union between the 
persons in the eternal Godhead is in- 
communicable; and the communion^ 

-w » 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. ^ Rom. xi. 3ff* 
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wliich they had from everlasting with 
each other, is incomprehensible. Yet, 
vre may venture to say, their commu- 
nion consists in the eternal life of the 
three persons atiiong themselves ; — in 
the common interest and propriety which 
they have in each other — in reciprocal 
affection, communication, and enjoy-^ 
ment — in an equal knowledge of each 
other — in an alternate communication 
of each other's mind in mutual love and 
delight, and in their pofsefsion of one 
common atid equal glory and blefsed* 
nefs. "The Father loveth the Son^'^ 
f'^ The Son loveth the Father^." And ex- 
prefs niention is made of the love of th^ 
Spirit by the apstlc Paul^ Our Lord 
says, " When he, the Spirit of truth, is 

* come, he will guide you into all truth, 
' for he shall not speak of hhnself; but 
'whatsoever he shall hear, that shall 

* he speak; and be will shew you things 
' to come. He shall glorify me : for h* 

* shall receive of mine and shall shew it 

* unta you; all things that the Father 

* hath are mine: therefore said I, that 

* he shall take of mine, and shall shew 

* it unto you V" The name exprefsiv^ 
of the incommunicable nature the Lord 
God claims as peculiarly his own. " Tha( 
^* men may know that thoii, whose name 

^ John iii, 35. - ** John xiv. 3t. 

• * Koto. XV. SO. ^ Johtt xvi. 13, 14, t5. 
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" alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high 
" oyer all the earthy" And he saith, 
5' I am the Lord, (or JEHOVAH) tliat 
'' 13 my name\ JEHOVAH is the in- 
communicable name exprefeive of the 
divine efsence. It signifies the efsence 
existing or subsisting. JEHOVAH is 
the being necefsarily existing of and 
from himself with all actual perfection 
originally in his efsence. This income 
prehensible and incommunicable name 
is given to the Eternal Three as sub- 
sisting in the infinite efsence by the 
seraphim in Isaiah. *' Holy, holy, holy, 
V 18 the.Lord of .Hosts*." This name is 
attributed to each of thcidivine persons: 
—To the Fathe^^— To the Son^ Sec 
Isaiah's vision, which is concerning 
Christ, as appears from John °'. This in- 
communicable name also is given him bj^ 
the Psalmist, by whom- his eternity and 
immutability are at the same time most 
positively afserted". Moreover, this 
same incommunicable name is given to 
the eternal Spirits It is M^ell known, 
the word LORD, in the Old Testament; 
when printed in our Bibles in large ca^ 
pitals, signifies J EHO VAH. " It would 

i Psaltn Ixxxiii. 11. ^ Isaiah xlii. ' Isaiah vi. 5* 
^ Isaiah xlii. 5, 6, ^ Isaiah vi. 5. "* Ch. xii. 41. 

"Psalm cii. 25, 26, 27. compared with Heb. i. 
10, ll,i2. 

f Jer. kiLxi. 33. compared with Heb. x. 15, l6, 17« 
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be almost endlefs to quote all the pas** 
sages of scripture, wherein the name 
JEHOVAH is applied to Christ: let 
those therefore, who own the scriptures 
as the rule of faith, and yet doubt his 
ESSENTIAL DIVINITY, Only Compare, 
in the original scriptures, the follow- 
ing texts in the margin**, and, I think| 
they cannot mifs of a scriptural de- 
monstration, that JESUS is JEHO- 
VAH." So speaks the truly excellent 
Mr. Parkhurst in his Hebrew and 
English Lexicon. As each of the di- 
vine persons is incomprehensibly LORD 
and GOD, so they have an equal pro- 
priety to and in this ineffable name JE- 
HOVAH. ^ The union, in-being, and 
communion, which subsist betwixt the 
efsential and undivided Trinity, are far 
beyond, and will everlastingly exceed 
all created understanding. The eternal 
Three, who are by efsential union one in 
efsence, enjoy their life, blefsednefs,' 
glory, and immortality from the know- 
ledge which they have of that infinite 
Godhead in which they exist ; and in 
the mutual love, solace, and delight, 

° Isaiah vi.l-— 5. with John xii. 41. Isaiah xlv. 
24. 25. and Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. with Acts xiii. 39. 
1 Car. i. 30, 31. vi. 1]. Isaiah xl. 3. with Matt, 
iii. 1 — 3. Mark i. 3. Luke iii. 3, 4. John i. 23. 
Mai. iii. 1. with Mark i. 2, 3. Isaiah xHv. 6. with 
Rev. ]. 17, is. Joel \u 32* or iii. 15, l6, with 
Bom, X,. 1^. .... 
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which they have in each otlier. Though 
the divine Trinity have a distinct mode 
of subsisting in the self-existing efsence, 
yet they are not three, but one God r 
/'The Lord our God is one Lord ^'' 
They are three in person, one in God- 
head. *^ There are three that bear re- 
** cord in Heaven, the Father, the Word^ 
^' and the Holy Ghost, and these three 
5* are one'." The will of the eternal 
Three is one.. It is the distinct acts of 
the divine will in each of the divine per- 
sons as displayed in the works of crea* 
tion, providence, and grace, which give 
evidence of their joint concurrence and 
distinct operations in the o&conomy 
thereof. The efsential life, the infinite 
blefsednefs, and glory of Godhead can** 
not be communicated to cceatutes. JE- 
HOVAH is the fountain and spfing of 
bis own efsential and everlasting blelsed- 
pefs. It is in himself without increase^ 
or decrease. He lives his own life, 
works his own will, and fills all worlds, 
creatures, and things with his immensity. 
He ijf all in ally and hejilleth all in all. 
Jt pleased him to will the discovery of 
his majesty, and to manifest his good- 
nefs and glory by the revelation of hiH 
nature, personalities, and perfections; so 
^ that creatures migh partake of a derived 
" and communicated goodnefs and happi^ 

P Dcut. vi. 4. <i 1 John v. 7. 
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1\€& ffom hi(n. Gpd only h good : ao 
says Christ^ To communicate his 
^oodnefs moved him to create; and he 
willed to love his electa and to cpmmuni- 
cate himself to them in love and that to 
the uttermost. AH communipn depends 
upon an union. The creature must be 
one with God, ere it can receive and 
participate of his goodnefs in a way of 
blefsednefs. The ueai*er the union is, the 
greater will be the communion. The 
highest communication cannot be with* 
out the highest union. 
- Now the highest union with God is 
that of a creature with one of the per- 
sons in the Godhead. It was the will 
of the efsential Three, that the second 
person in the self-existing efsence 
should unite himself to a rational hu<^ 
roan nature, and thereby give personality 
to it, so as to be one person with it 
J5y this designed union, according to 
the counsel of the holy Three, the only 
begotten Son of Goa would be made 
man, and be God and man in the per- 
son of one Christ, who was the anointed 
or holy one of God — the man, God'^ 
fellow — the beloved object and darling 
of the holy Trinity — the father's elect--r 
/the chosen one, in whom his soul de-- 
lighted; who was to be advanced intQ 
fellowship with, and made free in the 

' Matt. a^ix. ir* 
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society of Trinity. And grace and 
glory were to be communicated, and 
bestowed proportionably to the peculiar 
dignity and inccHiceivable honour of 
being thus advanced into personal union 
with the co-equal and co-efsential Son. 
of God. By this vast design, con- 
ceived 'in the infinite mind of Jehovah, 
of an union with the Son of God and 
an individual humanity, and by this 
union being carried into execution, the 
efsential Three have made, and do con- 
tinue to display the highest manifesta- 
tion of their glory, and such communi- 
cations of their love to the man in unioa 
with God, as surpafs all conception even 
in glory; and through the God-man 
to the elect, as by no other way or 
means could have been displayed. This 
is grace worthy of God; such as caa 
never be fully comprehended; no, not 
by saints in Heaven throughout the ages 
of eternity. In the person of God-man 
it appears in its first and greatest act, 
shines forth in its utmost splendour, and 
is discovered in its utmost freenefs, so- 
vereignty, and glory. 

By this eternal purpose, which was hid 
in God, Christ, as God-man, the power 
vf God and the wisdom of Gody was 
brought forth, and set up in the coun- 
sels of the eternal Three, as. the first 
born of all the thoughts, ways, and 
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vorks of Jehovah to\irards all in earth 
arid Heaven. Thus the Goil-man being 
anointed, s6t tip, ami exalted in thd 
eternal decrees of the divine persons^ 
was pofsefsed by Jehovah^ as his trea 
«ute. Of which we have a most glori- 
ous discovery in the eighth chapter of 
the Proverbs of Solomon, from the 22d* 
to the end of the 31st verse. In which 
yart of the sacred scripture, Wisdom^ a 
iiviiie petson, saith, ** The Lord poa- 
" sefsed me in the beginning of his May,' 
^* before his works of old. I was set up 
^* from everlastings from the beginning, 
^ or ever the earth was. When there 
** were no depths, I was brought forth ; 
*^ when there were no fountains abound-- 
** ing* with water. Before the moun- 
*' tainsr were settled ; before the hills 
*^ was r brought forth; while as yet he 
^ had not m^e the earthy nor the fields, 
^* nor theliighest part of the dust of the 
^* world. When ne prepared the hea- 
^.* vens, I' was there; when he set a com- 
** pafs upon the face of the depths : whea 
** he established the clouds above; when 
^* he strengthen^ the foundations of the 
^deep; when he gave to the sea his 
*' decree, that the waters should not pafs 
** his commandment^ when he appointed 
** the foundations of the earth. Then I 
*^ was by him as one brought up with 
** him, and I was daily his delight, re- 

c 
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'* joicing always before him; rejoking 
^' in the habitable part of his earth, and 
*' my delights were with the sons of 
" men." The whole of which pafsage 
belongs to Christ, considered as God- 
man, elect. He shone forth from ever- 
lasting, as the " brightnefsof the Father's 
^' glory, and the exprefs image of his 
** person"." In whom all the persons in 
the efsential Godhead were to shine forth 
for ever and ever. And thus, God, wha 
is invisible, dwelling in that light which 
no man can approach unto, whom no 
man hath seen, nor can see, hath, by 
his eternal Son's dwelling personally ia 
the humanity afsumed by him, made the 
uttermost display of his, manifestative 
glory. Hence Christ is styled, "The 
*.* image of the invisible GodV' on ac- 
count of the full manifestation of God- 
head unto us in him. This union of our 
nature with the only begotten Son of 
God is the gi^eat mystery of godlinefsj 
God manifest in the fleshy qr, God 
dwelHng personally in our nature. 

Now, as all this was in JEHOVAH'S 
decree from everlasting, and the Son of 
God then existed in tlie Godhead, as 
the second person in the ineffable es-- 
sence ; so, on palsing the decree in the- 
council of the eternal Three, the efsen- 
tial IFord sustained the title, wore the* 

' Hcb, i. 3. ^Xol. i, 15-. . 
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g\ory, and bore the name of God-man 
among and before the Three in JEHO- 
VAH. And as such the holy Three re- 
joiced in him; sayinfj^, Behold the man 
is become as one of vsk He was the 
first and principal object of the Father's 
love — liis elect and chosen one, in whom, 
he saith, " his soul deh'ghteth^" 
• In the intuitive knowledge of him the 
Lord God chose his elect in him, and 
made the world for him ; that his glory- 
might appear, and his grace and mercy 
to his elect bride and mystic body be 
displayed thereon. It pleased the Father 
that in God incarnate should all fulnefs 
dwell, and that he should be the fountain 
of nature and grace. He was to wear 
the crown and have the pre-eminence in 
all things, in creation, providence, grace, 
and glory. I would here observe ou 
this most deep and truly sublime sub- 
ject, that Christ hath a two-fold glory, 
en which all his other glory, viz. of 
headship, mediation, and relation, as 
one with his church and people, is 
founded. On his head are many 
crowns; and he will wear them with in- 
creasing lustre for ever and ever. But 
the glories, which I shall here hint at, 
are, first, his underived, independent, 
efsential glory: he being in the God- 
head co-equal and co-eternal with the 

• ^. Isaiah, xlii. U 
C S 
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father and the Holy Ghost The se*» 
cond is founded on the former, and be- 
longs to his person, as constituted God- 
man, and which was to break forth in 
and upon the human nature united into 
personal union with him, which glory i9 
thus exprefsed by one, who wa3 an eye- 
witnefs of his majesty, who for himself 
and others says, *' We saw, or beheld, his 
^* glory, the gloryasof the only begotteu 
" of the Father\ " A glimpse of Christ'3 
personal glory shone forth and was seeu 
by the prophet Isaiah. The vision re-» 
corded in the sixth chapter of his pro-^ 
phecy belongs to Christ as God-man, as 
Crod personally dwelling in our nature^ 
as is evident from the application. o€ 
it by the apostle John ^ " These things 
^' said Esaiasj when he saw his (i. e. 
*' Christ's) glory, and spake of him/' 
Christ's personal glory broke forth on 
the holy mount. Peter says of him- 
self, Jamesy and John^ ** We were eye-. 
** witnefses of his majesty. For he re-. 
** ceived from God the Father honour 
" and glory, M'hen there came such ai 
" voice to him from the e^^cellent glory, 
** This is my beloved Son, in whom t 
" am well pleased. And this voice which. 
^* came from heaven we heard*." 
The apostle Paul gives, us a portrait q£ 

vjohni. 14. '^Ch.xii. 41. 

«2Pyt. i. 16, 17, 18. 
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Christ, Gofl-man, and sets him before t\i 
in all his efsential, personal^ ami income 
muaicable glories, perfections, royalties^ 
and fulnefs, in his first chapter to th^ 
Colofsians. " Who is the image of th6 
'* invisible God, the first-born of every 
•* creature, For^ by him were all things 
** created, that are in heaven, and that 
" are in earth ; visible and invisible, 
J* whether they be thrones or dominions, 
" or principalities, or powers; all things 
" were created by hiin and for him. 
** And he is before all things, and by 
'* him all things consist j and he is the 
^' head of the body, the church : who i^ 
f* the beginning, the first-born from the 
*■ dead ; that in all things, he might 
•* have the pre-eminence. For it pleased 
** the Father that in him should all ful^* 
" nefs dwell." In which scripture we 
have the personal excellencies of Jesuit 
Christ, which are inherent in him ad 
God-man. He is the image of the in-* 
visible God. Christ is the complete 
image of those perfections in the God- 
head which are incomprehensible. And 
they, are so in him as to be incommuni- 
cable to any mere creature. 2dly. Hi* 
royalties also are incommunicable, and 
infinitely transcend all the privileges of 
any mere creature. He is the Jirst-- 
born of every creature^ which is not 
^oken of. him as second perscm iu the 
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Godhead, but as God -man. ^ Christ, as 
God-man, and all creatures lay enclosed 
in the eternal decrees and purposes of 
God. And Christ was brought forth 
first. Hence he is styled, ** The first- 
" born among: many brethren ^'' That 
Christ was God-man by predestination 
appears clearly from the testimony of 
the apostle Peter, *' Who verily was 
*' fore-ordained before the foundation of 
'' the world'." 

When Christ is styled,- " The first- 
'* born of every creature," it is spoken 
of him, says the incomparable Doctor 
Goodwin, in consideration of a dignity 
or birth-right, which the man Jesus 
Christ uirited with the second person in 
the Trinity has above all other creatures,* 
Christ, God-man, is the beginning of thd 
creation of God, and the upholder of the 
whole creation in his Father's purposes i 
he was virtually the maker tliereof, as sa 
considered; he is the upholder and go* 
vernor of them, when thus created : and 
all things in heaven and on earth are 
committed to him. " The Lord pof- 
** sefsed him, in the beginning of his 
'* way, before his works of old*." In 
the beginning of his ways and works, 
wherein he purposed to go forth and ma- 
nifest himself towards creatures in his 
first thoughts of them, did God pofseft 

r Rom. viii. 29. » 1 Pet. i. 20. > Prov- viii. 2^4 
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X^lirjsf, as God-man, in his fore-know*' 
ledge, as the ricliest treasure of all his 
glory to be manifested in the creation; 
without which he would not have pro- 
ceeded to any other work, or gone forth 
into creature-acts. And it is also added ; 

He pofsefsed me before his works of 

old*." The sentiment here exprefsed 
is precisely the same with that of Paul 
in the text before us. " He is before all 
'* things. — ^The first-born of every crea- 
" tare." He is the final cause of the 
whole creation of God. " All things 
" were created by him and for him. He 

is the head of his body, the church. 

He is in all things to have the pre-emi* 
" nence. For it pleased the FatTiei*, 
** that in him should all fulnefs dwell." 
Christ's human nature, afsumed into 
union with th^ Son of God, is by that 
union invested with the royal preroga-^ 
tives of the person with whom it is one* 
Hence Christ saith, *' As the Father 
** hath life in himself, so hath he given 
" to the Son to have life in himself^'- 
*Mn him dwelleth all the fulnefs of th6 
*' Godhead personally, or bodily ^" S6 
that Christ is the prince of life — thh 
glory of tht Lord — the Lord of glory. 
He was the delight of all the persons iil 
the Trinity — ^the object and subject of 
their ineffable love— -was admitted intd 

^ Prov. y'm. 22. . ^ Johti v. 26, ^ Col. ii. 9. 



< 32 ) 

all their secrets — pofsefsed by the Father 
—-filled with the fuUiefs of the Godhead 
by the personal indwelling of the Son, 
and delighted in by the Holy Ghost, as 
** The man of God's right hand, that 
** Son of man, whom he had m^de s<> 
*' strong for himself^" The life whicht 
the God-man, elect, lived, and the glory 
and blefsednefs which he enjoyed with the 
Father before the world was, are entirely 
beyond all conception even in Heaven; 
The Sou of God, the person predesti* 
nated to wear our nature by personal 
tinion, had the glory due to the hypos- 
tatical union bestowed on him before the 
world was. Hence Christ says in the 
seventeenth of John, " And now, O Fa* 
*' ther, glorify thou me with thine own 
^* self, with the glory which I had with 
^' thee before the world was^" This 
was his personal glory, in which he now 
oliines at the right hand of the majesty 
on high. A sight of him in which will 
be the efsence of heavenly glory. Hence 
he saith in the same chapter, " Fathei^ 
'" I will that they also whom thou hast 
^' given me be with me where lam, that 
*' they may behold my glory, which 
** thou hast given me : for thou lovedslf 
** me before the foundation of the 
*' world V' The Father saith erf him, 
^' Q<ehold mine elect in whom my soul 

^ Psalm Ixxx. 17. * vers^ 5. ' verse 44 
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** deligbteth«." And he saith of th* 
Father, ** I was daily his ddight, re- 
*^ joicing always before him^" And the 
very fountain, from whence the Father's 
delight originated,- was his love. " Thou 
** lovedst me before the foundation of 
" the world*/' Hence we say, Christ s 
election was the fruit of love, as ours is 
alsa The holy Three were so infinitely 
well-pleased with this union founded in 
their eternal will and decree, that to 
make it further manifest, they were 
pleased to will the loving of an innumer- 
able company of angels and men with 
an immutable loye — to love them in 
Christy and to love them as they had 
loved him. As the union, of the Son of 
God with the man Christ Jesus is> next 
to the union of the divine persons in tho 
Godhead,, the most incomprehensible; sor 
it draws after it a truly mysterious and 
blefsed union of the persons of all the 
elect with the person of Christ, which, 
Uke the former,, is altogether of g7*ace^ 
The union of our nature in the person^ 
of the God-man laid the foundation of 
it* To relieve the mind, whilst an at- 
tempt is made to give a clear view of it, 
I would $ay» that as Adam in Paradise, 
tiiougbL he had God in his works to con- 

B Isuiah xliu 1 . *» Prov. viii. 30. ' 

^ John XYik 24\ 
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template, and might thereby be led up 
to contemplate God in his nature, per- 
sons, and perfections, yet wanted a social 
companion to be a partner with him in 
his joys and consolations; so, though 
the God«man, Christ Jesus, was set up 
in Heaven in the same glory which he 
would wear for evermore, yet it was con-^ 
ceived in the divine mind, as an increase 
of . his manifestative glory, that he 
should have a bride, a church, who 
should be his- social companion and a 
partner with him in all his qommmiica-^ 
ble glory. And like as Eve was formed 
out of Adam's rib, and brought, and pre- 
sented by the Lord God to J dam, ta be 
his spouse and a partner with him in hisi 
bappincfs; so the elect were chosen in 
Christ, received their being, and what 
they are, as a church, from hian, and 
were presented by the Lord God ia the 
glafs of his decrees and purposes to the 
God-man to be his bride; who were ta 
receive their life, light, holinefs^ righte- 
ousnefs, blefsednefe, and glory from liim.^ 
Here then I would aim to mount the 
summit, and view the eternal designs of 
Father, Son^ and Holy Ghost towards 
the elect ; and so proceed to. give an ac-^ 
count of their respective outgoings of 
love towards them in Christ. 

It pleased the Eternal. Three to love 
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the elect in Christ Jesus " with an* 
" everlasting love \ " Their persons weref 
the objects of Jehovah's love, and he 
fexprefsed his love by choosing them 
in Christ before the foundation of the 
-world* He willed their being and ever- 
lasting well-being in Christ. He gave 
them being in Christ by election be- 
fore all time. The love of God to- 
wards them was so greats in all the acts 
of it towards them, before time and in 
time, that vast eternity can never fully 
exprefs it. It is ineffablCj incompre- 
hensible, imtnutable, everlasting love. 
The first and highest instance of God's 
everlasting love towards his people was 
Ills giving them being in Christ, which 
was altogether of g?*ace : by which thd 
elect were in Christ united to, interested 
in, and related to his person. And froni 
this union they have a supernatural influx 
df his Spirit, communion With him, and 
communications from him. As Adam, the 
first man, was the root and representative 
of all men, and as they were in him by 
Creation, and were to receive their life 
from him as their head by virtue of 
their union with him; (hence the apostle 
saith, " The first man Adam was made a; 
"living soul^;" because', as the bead, 
he was to convey life to hisf offspring) 
so Christ, who is styled in the fore- 

^ Jer. xXxi.- 3, ? 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
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cited chapter the second Man, the Lor^ 
from heaven, was the head and repre^ 
sentative of the elect from everlastings 
|Ie was united to them, and they wer^ 
united to him, by an indifsoluble union^ 
And, like as the three m Jehovah sub-r 
sisting in one infinite efsence was ther 
foundation, or original motive with God 
of the union of our nature with the 
second person in deity; so this laid a 
foundationfor an union of the elect with 
God, ^x\d on this it is founded. I^ence* 
our Lord thus speaks in the gospel by 
John, ^^ That they all may be one a^ 
'^ thou Father art in me, and I in the^ 
** that they also may be one in us"."" 
God*s love to the elect was founded 
on his love to Christ, God-man^ Thi» 
I think appears from our Lord's prayer 
to his divine Father, which runs thus» 
" That the Igve,. wherewith thou hast 
** loved me, may be iti them^ and I io 
"them"." It is> as it were, the over- 
flowings of God's love to the person ojf 
Christ, which fall upon us. God loyed 
his people from eternity,, and beheld then^ 
in the person of his Son. lie never 
viewed them out of Christ, nor thovghk 
of them but as one with him. Out of 
the same love, wherewith he loyed them, 
he blefsed them with all spiritual bleisn 
ings in hjm. And, he being the Son of 

» ?hap. xvii. 21. » J.9]i^ ^i, 2i?. 
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lirs love, whose person was everlastingly 
dear and acceptable to him, he acceptea 
his people in the person of his beloved, 
** To the praise of the glory of his 
*' graced" Election is an act of pure 
sovereignty founded on- the good-pIea« 
sure of Jehovah's wilL Jt flows from 
and is the fruit of his everlasting love 
towards his people. It is an eternal act 
in God — the fundamental cause of all 
grace and glory. And it is immutable^ 
" The counsel of the Lord $tandeth for 
ever, and the thoughts of his heart to 
all generations^" Christ was set up> 
before all worlds, as the great head of 
the elect; and they were chosen in hinv 
and together with him- '• Of him (t. e*, 
*^of JEHOVAH the Father) are ye in 
" Christ Jesus ^."^ Our existence ia 
Christ, union with him, and interest in^ 
him, are founded thereon* Hence our 
Lord himself makes a great matter of it, 
and lays a remarkable strels on it in hi& 
prayer recorded in the 17th of John,, 
where, in his addrefs to his divine Fa- 
ther, he saith^ " Thine they were, and 
" thou gavest them me." God's grace 
in election is gloriously set forth witht 
^the stfpralapsarian blefsings, which foU 
low that supercreation being givei;! us in; 
Christ Jesus, in the fi^st chapter of th^ 

. • Epb, i. 6» P Psalm xxxiii. 11* 

« \ Cor. i. 30* 
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epistle to the Ephesians. The apostle 
breaks forth saying, ** Blefsed be the 
" God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
•* Christ, who hath blefsed us witlrall 
•' spiritual blefsings in heavenlies, (or 
** heavenly places; in Christ: accord- 
" ing as he hath chosen us in him be- 
" fore the foundation of the world, that 
** we should be holy and without blame 
•* before hirti in love ; having predesti- 
** nated us unto the adoption of children 
** by Jesus Christ to himself, according 
** to the good pleasure of his will, to'the 
" praise of the glory of his grace, where- 
" in he hath made us accepted in the 
"beloved'." In which pafsage of sa- 
cred writ we have a recital of those be- 
nefits, which the Father hath bestowed 
6n us in Christ, as he stands related to 
his church as the eternal head of it. 
Immutable liolinefs, adoption, which 
gives us a title to eternal glory, and im- 
mediate communion with the Father and 
his Son Jesus Christ are blefsings, which ^ 
flow immediately from our election in 
Christ, and are supercreation ones, irre- 
spective of all consideration of the fall, 
and of Christ, as the mediator of recon- 
ciliation. All the springs of spiritual 
Jtnd eternal life are in Christ dur head. 
The love of the Father, Son, and Hoi/ 
Gho§t.to the elect can never be fully 

I verses 3^, 4, 5, 6, 
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comprehended. It is the very fountain 
from whence all the felicity of the glo-* 
Tiiied flows : and, as the love of the eter- 
nal Three to the elect surmounted and 
does surmount all thought, so they 
blefsed them with blefsings equal to the 
love, which they bore to Christ the 
head, and the church his body, Christ, 
God-man, was a suitable head and hus- 
band for his spouse. She was bestowed 
on him, as the gift of his Father's inef- 
fable love; and was presented in all that 
hoVmefs, majesty, and glory, with which 
she will shine forth in Heaven for ever 
and ever. This viiew of her attracted 
the heart of the God-man. He received, 
lier into his heart and into his arms, and 
betrothed her to himself, saying, " Thou 
" art all fair my love, there is no spot inl 
" thee." As Jehovah willed the mani- 
festation of the glory of his grace to th^ 
uttermost, and the good of his people to 
an inconceivable degree, by admitting 
them to the closest union and most in- 
timate fellowship with himself, through 
the God-man as the medium there-' 
of; so in his infinite mind he per- 
mitted, and by his own counsel and will 
predestinated all and every thing, which 
should befal hi» people, designing the 
whole to serve a& means of illustratingi 
and manifesting his love in a variety of 
ways unto his elect, and thereby to in- 
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crease the glory and praise of bis bey 
loved Son- 
God chose Christ for himself He 
styles him, "Mine Etect'.'^ He pte-r 
destinated the church for Christ; and 
appointed the world to be Jot a season 
the place where his people should dwell* 
Hence saith the apostle, "^ Whether Paul,. 
*^ or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, of 
** life, or death,, or things present,, or 
" things to come, all are voura; and yo 
"are Christ's, and Christ V God's ^" 

As JEHOVAH had predestinated 
^lect angeh (for sa they are styled"^ 
and elect men^ as the objects and sub-^ 
jects, in whom he would shew forth^ hits 
glorious grace, and designed to manifesli 
in them how intenaely be could Iqi^q 
them in Chcist, evei^ with an imnitttable 
love: so it was decreed by him to bring; 
tJhem forth icf the respective worlds^ 
lii^hich he would create for them,, piiror 
and holy in their creatuje-nature; stote^ 
and condition : and he planned two vaafr 
designs to be executed oa them*. He 
oijdained two worlds for them — Heavem 
for angels, and the earth for men.. Im 
these they were for a season, to dwells 
and by the exeucise of his providence: 
towards thenx be willed to give clear 
proof and convincing evidence, such a* 

J Isaiab xlii. 1- * i Gor. iii, 22, ^3^ 
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3liould most sensibly touch and affect 
them^ what the creature, simply as a crea* 
ture, was; — how Hable to change, and 
that they were far from having any firm 
foundation in and of themselves to stand 
on, even for a moment. The angels 
were to be created in the heavens. The 
elect were all to be brought forth by 
creation, and to stand in one pure head 
of nature. And by the divine permis- 
sion of the fall, elect angels and elect 
men were to see that no creature hath 
whereof to glory before God. This was 
to be discovered first to elect angels, 
by leaving some of those angelic beings, 
who were equal with them in nature, 
purity, and excellency, to the mutability 
of their wills: by which it would ap* 
pear, "They kept not their first estat^'* 
but left it, fell into sin, and were en-* 
tirely corrupted thereby. At which time 
the elect angels would see what they 
were as creatures, what would have been 
their case had they been left to the 
guidance of their own wills, and what 
would befal them were they left to stand 
on their own bottom for a single mo* 
ment. From hence they would be led 
to apprehend what great grace had been 
freely shewn them in their election and 
in appointing Christ to be their head; 
^nd that they owed their pRESERVAr 
TiON from faJlUng to the God-man* 
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This would lead to a discovery that i» 
its proper season this ineftable blefsing 
would be conferred on them, which was' 
far beyond their due as creatures, and 
which they could of themselves lay nc^ 
claim to, 'viz. a sight of the God-man, and 
such an intellectual view and knowledge 
of him as would create in their under-^ 
standings such apprehensions of God's 
love, goodnefs; and glory manifested ia 
him, as would satisfy their minds and 
sanctify their wills for ever : which did, 
when first revealed to them, and still 
does, and will for evermore, so sanctify 
their intellectual faculties, and lead them 
into such communion with the eternal 
Three, and into such an enjoyment of 
their goodnefs, in a way of communica- 
tion, through the person of the God- 
man, who is their head"", as fill them with 
all thefullnefs of God: so that God in 
him is their all in all. The knowledge 
and enjoyment of this so immutably fix 
all their faculties on Jehovah, as he 
hath manifested the glories of his na-* 
ture, persons, and perfections in the 
God-man, that the pofsibility of their 
sinning is thereby prevented to eternity. 
And in a vision of and in communion 
with the God-man consist their ever- 
lasting blefsednefs and perfection: so 
that they admire grace, electing graces 

FCol.il. 10^ 



as the fountaiu and spring of their eter-» 
nal felicity. The God-man was the 
foundation of their union with God, and 
through him they were to receive all di- 
vine communications. The revelatioil 
df him was to be made known to them, 
as to MS, in a gradual manner. They 
beheld him with wonder, and celebrated 
his praise, when he became for a little 
while lower than they by his incarna- 
tion. They saw him when he ascended 
up into glory "^9 and had such a sight of 
him as increased their love of him and 
delight in him. When he entered into 
Heaven itself, there to appear in the pre-* 
sence of God for us^ they were ready 
with their song to celebrate his glorious 
and everlasting praise. " And I be-* 
" held," says John, " and I heard the 
** voice of many angels round about the 
'* throne, and the beasts (or living crea-^ 
" tures) and the elders : and the number 
f^ of them was. ten thousand times ten 
^^ thousand, and thousands of thousands; 
*' saying with aloud voice, worthy is the 
" Lamb that was slain, to receive power, 
** and riches, and wisdom, and strength; 
*^ and honour, and glory, and blefsing^" 
They love him for loving us ; and praise 
him for that vast exprefsion of it, his 
washing us from our sins in his own 
blood. They join in all the worship of the 

w 1 Tim. iik l6. » Re?, v. 11,12.. 
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glorified before the throne^ io giving^ 
lonoar and blefsitig to God and the 
Lamb. 

This world was made for mail. On it 
tlie Lord God brought forth Adam the 
first man, as the head of nature to alt 
his offspring. In his loins were eon-' 
tained all the elect of human race, so 
that they were by creation brought fbrth 
in him, as in one pure and holy bead ; 
from whom they were to receive their 
natural being, life, and comfort, which 
they were by generation to partake of^ 
and in succeeding ages enjoy. It pleased 
Jehovah to will to leave Adam, though 
perfectly holy by creation, to the free- 
dom and guidance of his own mutable 
will ; by which his mutability would be 
seen; and that by falling from his state 
of original purity and happinefsy irt 
which he was to be placed by the Lord 
God, he would involve all his posterit}V 
elect and non-elect, in a state of sin; 
guilt, and condemnation. Thus they* 
would become exceedingly sinful, their 
nature being wholly corrupted and en- 
tirely defiled by the fall, which would 
give proof to the human race, as the 
fall of angels did to the angelic, that the 
rational creature left in its creature-stat^ 
and to the conduct and guidance of its 
own mutable will, could' not continue a 
single moment in the s,tate and frame> 
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in which God made man, mz^ pure, ho1y« 
and righteous. This consequently would 
shew God alone to be immutable, and 
would prove the creature of itself, merely^ 
as a creature, subject to vanity or muta«* 
bill ty . Aud this was to make way for J e* 
bovahto reveal his Christ to elect sinners^. 
as their Saviour; which revelation, as it 
would most exactly suit their sinful case, 
would also set forth and manifest wiih 
surprising lustre and glory the everlast* 
ing love of all the persons in the God* 
head towards the elect sinners of man- 
kind, and that in such a manner as could) 
not fail to fill their minds with admira«» 
tion, and constrain them under views,, 
experiences, and enjoyments of it, to. 
ery out, God is love! " In this was. 
*^ manifested the love of God towards us^. 
^ because that God sent his only be- 
" gotten Son into the world that we 
** might live through him. Herein is; 
^Move, not that we loved God, but that 
'^ he loved us, and sent his Son to be- 
"the propitiation for our sins^" In* 
Jehovah's exercising his decrees towards; 
angels and men, in the permifsion of the^ 
fall, a way was opened for discovering his. 
eternal designs of grace towards elect an^ 
gels and elect men. The former were to 
be raised up far beyond their original stata 

or I Jolm ivc §i 9i lOk 
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by supercreation grace^ and admitted to 
such a sight and knowledge of God, by 
the beatific vision of him lo the person 
of God-man, as would swallow up their 
minds in the everlasting contemplatioa 
of his blefsednefs, and make them in- 
effably blefsed in the enjoyment thereof 
in which their everlasting happinefs 
would consist, and which M^ould conti-* 
nue them impeccable for ever and ever. 
The elect of human race, not lefs fa- 
vourites of free grace than the former, 
were to share largely in the blefsiugs of 
divine favour. They were to have a 
double share of blefsings in consequence 
of their union with the Son of God* 
As God's Benjamins, they were to have 
the upper and' theneth^r springs of ever- 
lasting love, grace, and mercy opened 
for them, and flowing forth towards 
them. They were to be raised up front 
and above all the evil and miseries of the 
fall, and appear " A glorious church, 
*^ without spot or wrinkle, or any such- 
" thing." In the eternal designs of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost towards the 
elect IN Christ, all things were de- 
signed to illustrate and exalt the riches, 
freenefs, glory, atid sovereignty of grace. 
The fall itself was as a foil to set it off. 
The sinfulnefs and misery .of the electa 
'which they were plunged into, were 
only designed to glorify the Lord Jesus^ 
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as the head and Saviour of his church 

and people. By his being their head 

they were preserved in him, and intitled 

to ail spiritual blefsings. By the latter 

they were to receive their eternal re* 

demptiou. As sin would draw a veil 

over, and keep out of sight, the ancient 

glory in which they shone forth, when 

viewed by Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

as presented in the eternal settlements of 

graccj as the bride the Lamb's wife; it 

was decreed, that Christ, the Lord of 

glory, should for a little while be made 

lower than the angels, and experience 

su^erings and death on the behalf, and 

for the benefit of his people. He was 

to lay aside his glory, and because **the 

^' children were partakers of flesh and 

f* biood, he also was likewise to take 

*' part of the same, that through death 

*'he might destroy him that had the 

"power of death, that is the deviM." 

O the depth of everlasting i.ove1 

The love of God is one of the deepest 

mysteries of eternity — the miracle of 

Heaven— the wonder in glory. Not a 

saint, nor angel, will ever be able to ex* 

prefs or conceive the immensity of it — • 

what it is for. God to love his people in 

Christ with an everlasting love ; and to 

be re-iterating the thoughts of it in his 

own infinite mind from eternity to 

» Heb., ii, !*• 



eternity — pleasing bim«elf with, znd 
dwelling witb pleasure on, his owtk 
knowledge of the love wherewith he 
iiath loved thenu This is love which 
only can be known to God himself* 
Yet, all this is included and contained 
in what Jehovah exprefses, when he says 
to his church collectively, and to every 
member of it indivklually, " I have 
** loved thee with an everlasting love*." 
God's love far exceeds and infinitely, 
surmounts all the knowledge and en« 
joyment, which saints can pofsibly have 
of it on earth through the unction of 
the Holy Ghost And it will for ever 
and ever infinitely exceed all the know- 
ledge and enjoyment of it^ that saints 
%vill be favoured with in, eternal glory; 
God, in the person of the Fath^, hath 
loved the elect to an infinite degree. 
Their persons have been the objects of 
his ineffable love^ complacency, and 
delight before all worlds. Out of his 
own love, and from, hearty good- will 
and liking unto them, he hath froair 
everlasting bestowed upon them in 
Christ all spiritual blefsings ; his heart 
went out towards them from everlasting*, 
He gave vent to his love^ and it was 
the good pleasure of his will to love 
them to the uttermost manifestation of 
it ** To love them with his whole 
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** heart and with his whole soul, and ta 
" rejoice over them to do them good^'* 
" To rejoice over them with joy. To 
*' rest in his love. To joy over them 
^* with singing^" Our Lord, speaking 
of his Father's love to the elect, says to 
him, ** Thou hast loved them as thou 
" hast loved me^ " O stupendous grace ! 
The love of God in the person of his 
Son also, with the outgoings of it to- 
wards the elect from everlasting, is in- 
comprehensible. He says, "As the fa- 
" ther hath loved me, so have I loved 
"you^'* 

We have an open proof of it in the 
book of Proverbs, where he says, speak- 
ing of his divine Father, *' 1 was daily 
*^ his delight, rejoicing always before 
" him, rejoicing in the habitable part of 
*^ his earth, and my delights were with 
** the sons of men." Paul cries out with 
rapture, ** The Son of God loved meM" 
God in the person of the Holy and 
Eternal Spirit also had his love from 
everlasting equally fixed on the elect. 
The co-equal and co-efsential Three 
viewed the elect bride and spouse of 
Christ as presented in divine predestina- 
tion to the God-man ; and as the Lord 
her God delighted in her beauty as an 

^ Jcr. xxxii. 41. ^ Zeph. iii. 17. 

** John xvii. 23. * John xv. g\ 

« Gal. ii. 20. 
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eternal excellency and the! glory of 
Christ; so they exprefsed their joys iir 
all their mutual iove, will, and decrees in* 
Christ towards her. This is a great 
mystery, which faith alone in the be-* 
liever as enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 
into a saving knowledge of Father, Son» 
and Holy Ghost, as made know a in the* 
person of the iGod-man, and through him 
to the elect, can perceive. For, as the^ 
Lord rejoices in his works,, surely he 
must have rejoiced with inconceivable 
joy in the everlasting love displayed by 
the sacred counsel and transactions of 
the divine persons^ inspecting the good 
pleasure of their will towards the elect;, 
seeing that through the God-man, the^ 
eternal Three will receive everlasting ho- 
nour, glory, worship, blefeing, and praise^ 
to the perfect acknowledgmeiit of feheir 
undivided Godhead, from all the saints 
for ever and ever. — And,, art thou, O' 
iny soul, enlightened by the Holy Ghosfc 
into a scriptural and ji^ving knowledge 
of these truths? Dost thou knowtlie 
mystery of God, and of the Father, and 
of Christ; and see the mystery of ever- 
lasting love shining forth towards thee,- 
and upon thee . in the face of Jesus* 
Christ? Blefs the Lord, O my soul,, 
and all that is within me blefs his hply 
name! Thou mayest by faith view all 
the love of God breaking forth, in its 



(51 ) 

full meridian splendour on thee, in the 
face of Jesus Christ. O holy Spirit, 
who proceedest from the Father and the 
Son, descend into my heart, and glorify 
the Father and the Son, by taking of 
the things of Christ and shewing them 
f o m^, and shed abroad the love of the 
[Father in my heart, and give me a real 
sense, enjoyment, and experience of the 
Father's love to me in Jesus. Help me 
to rejoice in believing that all the bene- 
fits of it are enjoyed by faith on earth, 
aixd will be enjoyed by sense in Heaven 
tht'Ough the immaculate Lamb. En-? 
Kghtenv my mind to apprehend, and 
quicken my heart to believe, how all the 
communicable blefsings of the Trinity 
will be enjoyed in beholding Christ's 
gioryr and" in immediate fellowship with 
him; And to the Father, the Son, and 
the Spirit, the incomprehensible Three 
ki the one Jehovah, be eternal praise. 
Amen* 
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CHAP. ir. 

How the Eternal Three, as the God of all 
grace, displai/ed thtir . love and mercy to^- 
wards and on the elect, in their fallen state 
and sinful circumstances. 

AS from everlasting the Three in 
Jehovah were pleased to will the 
communication of their love and bles- 
sednefs, in the manifestation thereof to 
the elect of human race, to the utter- 
most of their created capacities, and to 
the utmost display and manifestation of 
the riches of their glorious grace; so it 
pleased God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, having decreed the being and 
well-being of the elect m CAm/ to aa 
inconceivable degree of happinefs and 
perfection, to pre-ordain the elect to sus- 
tain a variety of changes ; that, by .their, 
pafsing through various states, they 
might more sensibly be led to admire, 
praise, and adore the Holy and Efsential 
Three, as the God of all grace. Jeho- 
vah's will is his riile^ and his glory his 
ultimate end in the whole display of all 
his vast designs and eternal purposes of 
GRACE, both towards Christ, God-man, 
and the elect w ho have their being in 
him, aud who derive all spiritual life 
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and blefsedncfs from him. Such was 
Jehovah's grace, that he was not con- 
tent merely to love his people in Christ 
Avith an everlasting love, as he did elect 
angels; but he would have it appear in 
so strong a light, and set it before them 
in such meridian lustre, and make it 
known in such a variety of ways, by 
giving such wonderful instances and 
evidences of it, as would give them to 
see what high favourites they were with 
him, and how intensely his love was set 
on them; that it was immutable and in- 
comprehensible, notwithstanding all the 
variety of changes, which they experi- 
enced in themselves and their condi- 
tions. By the acts and transactions of 
the sacred Three in an everlasting cove- 
nant on the behalf of the elect, as viewed 
and considered in their lost and sinful 
conditions, a discoveiy was to be made 
of God's free mercy towards them. 
Hereby they were to see for themselves, 
how worthy Jehovah was of that high 
and magnificent title given by the apostle 
Peter, '' the God of all grace^;'* 
and in the open discoveries of this glo- 
rious grace to be led to cry, '* O the 
*' depth of the riches both of the wis- 
" dom and knowledge of God, how un- 
" searchable are his judgments, and his 
" ways past finding out^!" 

8 1 Pet. V. 10. ^ Rom. xi. 33. 
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God's love to the psersons of his people 
io Christ is so infinitely great, that it 
can never increase. It was from eternity 
what it is now; and it will be the same 
to eternity. Such was the interest, 
which the objects of God's ioye had in 
him, that they have been dignilBed by 
Christ himself with the title of '* God's 
'* own elect':" and they are called " The 
^* Lord's f>oition\'* — " Hispeciiliar trea*- 
*' sureV- — " His delight, his cfown, and 
"joy "*."—" His jewels^"— '* liis be- 
** loved^" He fore-knew them from 
everlasting, as the objects of liis invari*- 
able love. He beheld them in Christ 
above ami beyorvd the considefatian of 
the fall. They w^ere ever precious and 
lovely in his siglit. He viewed thein as 
alKgloriouvS, as tlie bride aiad spouse of 
Christ, who had, under the view and 
presentation which the Father made of 
them to him, " betrothed theni tinta 
*^ himself in righteousnefs, at»d in judg- 
'* ment, and in loving kindnefs, and m 
^* faithfnlnefs^" The persons of the 
elect, as thusf viewed by Jehovah the 
Father in Christ, were the invariable 
objects of his ineffable complacency. 
How to vent hi« love towards them in 

" Luke xviii. 7. ^ Deut. xxxiiu 9. 

* Psalm cxxxiv. 4, "* Isaiah Ixii. 3, 4. 

» Mai. iii. 17. <> Rom, i. 17, 

* Hosea ii. 19, 



^c\s of ^verla&tiFig kindneft, aiid shew 
them that they were under his fore- 
view^of their fkllen, sinful, ami guilty 
cases aDdcircum^tances, remembered by 
hiHi witli everlasting mercy^ was a sub- 
jeat which engaged his infinite miml -be-, 
tone all time. <iod knew his own love to 
them — his own complacency and de- 
J'ight in tliem — Jiis own joy in the out- 
goings of bis lov«e, and in communicat- 
ing the blefsings of it to them. — H^e 
vie\wd them in his own 'eternal desigfis 
towards them, as those who w-ere to be 
the continued objects of Christ's un- 
jceasifig dcliglit, and social partners^ and 
tpaitakers with him in all his communi- 
icaibie titles, excellencies, glory, and 
felefsednefe. He viewed them in their 
creation-state, and beheld their condi- 
<lition in Adam^ tlneir nature-head, to be 
^riHtable and liable to change. He view- 
ed their fall in Jdam with all the tre- 
mendous consequences thereof. In tte 
intuitive knowledge of it he provided for 
the eternal redemption and recovery of 
them from that state of guilt and misery, 
hy an everiasting covenant " ordeced in 
" aU tilings andsuie." God's elect, as hi« 
elect, neerled no i^demption; but God's 
elect, considered as fallen, xlid. It was 
under the consideration of their fall and 
ainftil state in Adam, that they needed 
salvation. Under tljese views of their 
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fallen state, the Eternal Three were 
pleased to give evidence of the immuta- 
bility of their love to them by that coun 
cil and covenant, which obtained be-^ 
tween them before the world was, and 
by which the Efsential Three exprefsed 
their love to their beloved ones in their 
fallen state and sinful circumstances; 
exercising the same in acts of everlast- 
ing mercy. God's everlasting love is 
the origin, fountain, and spring, from 
whence every spiritual and eternal blefs- 
ing flows. This love is one and the same 
in each of the divine persons. To ma- 
nifest their distinct personality agree- 
ably to their personal interest in the 
elect, it pleased them to discover it in a 
peculiar way, according to the distinct 
acts of their will, in the eternal purposes 
of grace, love, and mercy, Jesus, the 
God-man, is the medium whereby th^e 
love of the Holy Trinity flows forth 
most freely, gloriously, and manifesta- 
tively towards the elect. In him the 
Holy Three shine forth in all the lustre 
of their majesty, personality, and per- 
fectimis ; and in the highest exprefsion* 
and brightest displays of their incom- 
prehensible love to Christ, God-man^ 
and the elect in him. Christ wore the 
crown of his efsential personality, as co- 
equal and co-eternal in the Godhead 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost; 
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and tlic crown of efsential divinity, by 
a necefsity of nature; he being self-ex- 
istent. He wore the crown of his per- 
sonal glory, as God-man elect, with his 
.Father before the world was^ He also 
■wore the crown and glory, dignity and 
honour of beinff the eternal head of his 
body the church; the head of the whole 
election of grace from everlasting. He 
also,, in consequence of his covenant-sti- 
pulations with Jiis divine Father on the 
behalf of his church, wore the crown of 
his mediatory office; and he will to 
eternity wear the incommunicable crown 
and glory of being the Saviour of his 
people, and of Saving them in himself with 
an everlasting salvation. Our Lord, as 
Mediator, is God's ordinance of salva- 
tion; — the channel, through which the 
love of the eternal Three flows forth 
freely with all its energy and efficacy on 
us. All the grace, love, mercy, will, 
thoughts, counsel, covenant, purposes, 
and decrees of God are fully realized in 
the person, work, and mediation of our 
glorious ImmanueL The lather mani- 
fested the continuation of his everlast- 
ing love to his elect, when he viewed 
them under the consideration of the fall, 
and " laid help upon one who was 
^^^ mighty to save ^Ae;;2'," all-sufficient 
to .cope with the holinefs and vast re^ 

^ Jolin xvii. 5.. . . ' Psalm, Ixxxi, ip. 
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quirements of the law, and sufficiently 
able to satisfy all the demands of infi- 
nite justice. The Son of God gave evi- 
dence of the immutability of his love in: 
undertaking the cause of his people, 
though he had a perfect and intuitive 
knowledge of all their sinfulnefs and 
guilt in their low and fallen state. The 
Holy Ghost fully proved the continu- 
ance of his love to the elect, as fore- 
viewed in their fallen and sinful circum- 
stances, in his becoming a witnefs of the 
great covenant-transaction betwixt the 
Father and the Son, in engaging as the 
notary of it in the sacred word of inspi-^ 
ration, and, in exercising himself agree- 
ably to the (Economy of the covenant, 
by performing his part and office in it, 
as the Lord and giver of spiritual life to 
the elect. He was to be to each and 
every one of them the breath of spiritual 
life. He was to breathe within them and 
upon them, and raise them from a death 
of sin unto a life of righteousnefs. 
Thus God, as the God of all grace, was 
pleased to act, and hereby prove the ex'^ 
ceeding ?*ickes of his grace in hiskindnefs 
towards us through Christ Jesus. Grace 
shone forth in its highest glory in elec-' 
tion, triumphed most gloriously in the 
everlasting covenant, and nothing but 
mercy and compafsion to the elect flowed 
from it. The Father said, "Whom shall I 
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^ smcl, and M'ho will go forus?" When 
the Son with all the love of Oodhead in 
'his lieart most freely replied, *' Here am 
** I, send me'." From this covenant 
of the Htfly Trinity springs forth ever^ 
lasting mercy. Hence the Psalmist 
•says, '^ The mercy of the Lord is from 
" everlasting to everlasting*." Thus 
** God was in "Christ reconciling the 
^* world unto himself, not imputing their 
'^ trespafses unto them"." O what aa 
*infathomable fountain^ springs yea, 
OCEAN Of love must there be in God 
towards his people! It is so immensely 
great, that the glorious Mediator breaks 
forth, saying, "Many, O Lord my God, 
are thy wonderful M'orks, and thy 
thoughts which are to us-ward : they 
*^ cannot be reckoned up in order unto 
** thee; if I would declare and speak of 
** them they are more than can be num- 
*^ bered^ Christ, the head of the elect 
feody, having been admitted into all the 
secrets of the Father's love and purposes 
ef mercy, thus speaks : and what he has 
here uttered by the mouth of the 
Psalmist perfectly agrees with what he 
himself exprefsed when incarnate on 
terth, as apj)ear8 from the record of 
John the evangelist, " God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 

• Isaiah vi. 8. * Psalm ciii. 17- 

» 2 Cor. V. 19. " l*s*alm xl. 5, 
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". Son"^." According to the stipulations 
of the Three in Jehovah, Jesus M'as, as 
the surety of his church and people, in 
the ftihiefs of time, to substitute his 
person in their law-place, room, and 
stead, — bear their sins in his own body, 
— become a sacrifice for them, and sus^ 
tain the fire of divine wrath. In conse- 
quence of which, he was " To see his 
*' seed, the travail of his soul ; and the 
" pleasure of the Lord was to prosper in 
** his hand*." Which was so vast a 
discovery of everlasting love in the 
open manifestative exprefsions of it to- 
Avards the elect in their fallen, guilty, 
and sinful circumstances, as might well 
induce the Almighty Surety to break 
forth saying, ** How precious also are 
*' thy thoughts unto me, God! How 
" great is the sum of them! If I should 
*' count them, they are more in number 
'* than the sand : when I awake, I am 
" still with thee^:" L e. I am M'here I 
was. I have made no further progrefs ; 
so infinite is thy love ! It is in its own 
nature and perfections incomprehensible,. 
— sufficient to engage thine own eternal 
mind, and fill it with unutterable satis- 
faction, arising from thine own intuitive 
knowledge of it and the complacency 
which thou takest in the objects of thine 

^ Chap. iii. l6. * Isaiah liii. 10. 

y Psalm cxxxix. 17, 18. 
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eternal choice, to whom it is the free 
good pleasure of thy will to exprefs it, 
and communicate all the spiritual and 
everlasting blefsings of it. — Thus the 
God-man, who was admitted to the full 
knowledge of the Father's love to him 
as the head, and to the elect, as mem- 
bers in him their head, in the contem- 
plative view of the precious thoughts, 
counsel, and covenant of the divine per- 
sons in the Godhead, may be conceived 
of as exprefsing his admiration there- 
at. This title, The God of all grace^ 
which we find consecrated for our use 
by the apostle ^ is vastly exprefsive of 
the grace of the eternal Three in their 
joint acts, purposes, and designs of 
mercy towards the elect in their sinful 
circumstances. The elect are styled 
vefsels of mercy *, on whom and in whom 
were to be made known the riches of 
Jehovah's mercy. The covenant of the 
Trinity was contrived on purpose for 
shewing mercy to .the lost and guilty. 
The Eternal Three in the oeconomy of 
salvation act according to their distinct 
personality in the self existing efsence. 
The Father acts from himself. The Son 
acts from the Father. And the Holy 
Ghost acts from the Father and the 
Son. " Then answered Jesus and said 
•* unto them, verily, verily, I say unto 

* 1 Pet, V. 10. . ^ Rom. ix. 23. 
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'^ yon, the Son can do notliing of hhli^ 
" 9elt] but wliat lie sceth tlie Father do: 
" for what things soever he doeth, these 
" also doeth the Son likewise. For the 
■** Father lovetli the Son, and shew^th 
** him ail things that himself doeth*." 
The Spirit works from the Father and 
the Son, as appears from our Lord'6 
own words, " When the comforter iB 
come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the spirit of tmtlii 
" which proceedeth from the Father, he 
"shall testify of me^'' This is fully 
revealed in the word of inspiration. 
The testimony of Jesus, or the Spirit of 
Jesus, is the testimony of prophecy *^ 
in the scriptures of the Old and Ne\t: 
Testaments the origin of reconciliation 
and salvation is attributed to the Fa- 
ther. In the former we read of the Far- 
ther saying, ^' I will save them by tli^ 
*' Loixi' their God^" In the latter wfe 
read, " God hath according to his pro*- 
** mise raised up unto Israel a Saviour, 
** Jesus V The most precious and ador- 
able Mediator loved his people as his 
own members and children. The ori- 
gin, spring, and cause of our Loixl'slovfc 
to them was this. The Father had given 
them unto him as a choice exprefsion of 

^ John V. 19, 20. <^ John xv. 26. 

? llcv, xix. 10. * Hobea i. 7* 

'' Acts xiii. 23. 
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iiis love. He had presented tlictn tb 
liim in ^l that purity, holinefs, bright- 
Ticfs^ and perfection, in which they would 
appear, when they should be adorned as 
the bride, the Lamb's wife, and be glo- 
rified with him for ever. This sight of 
them drew out the love of Christ to 
them, and endeared tliera to him, their 
heavenly bridegroom. It drew out his 
affection, and fixed his delight so im** 
mutably on them, that nothing could 
separate them from his love. He loved 
them because they were the objects of 
his Father's unutterable love. He loved 
them as the gifts of his Father's love to 
him: and saith, '* As the Father hath 
** loved me, so have 1 loved you*." He 
loved them as his mystic body : and sus*- 
tatning the relation of Head, and Hus«- 
band. Father, and Shepherd unto tl>em 
before all time, out of the love where* 
with he thus loved them, as his Father's 
beloved ones and his own spouse, chiU 
dreti, members, and brethren, he undei^ 
took to raise them up from all the ruini 
of the fall, and to present them to him* 
self " a glorious church, without spot, 
'* or wrinkle, or any such thing ^" T6 
shew his alUsufficiency for the perform- 
ance of all this, the Holy Ghost pro- 
claimed his name and titles by the pro- 
phet Isaiah thus j ** Unto us a child h 

« Joka XV. 9* ** Epl»- ^'* Wi 
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" born, unto us a Son is given, and the 
" government shall be upon his shoulder : 
" and his name shall be .called Wonder- 
" ful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the 
"^everlasting Father, the Prince . of 
" peace*." O the immensity of Christ's 
love to his church and people! From 
the kno^yledge of his Father's love to 
them, and in views of the glory he had 
designed for. them, and decreed them for, 
and actually bestowed on them in him, 
he was freely disposed to lay aside his 
own glory, to empty himself^ to leave 
his Father's bosom, to become man, that 
he might give the utmost evidence of 
his love to them» '' My delights," 
saith he, *' were with the sons of men^" 
Out of his own heart's love, in the full 
intuitive knowledge of all the guilt auii 
exceeding sinfulnefs contained in their 
original and actual transgrefsions, h^ 
engaged as their Sponsor to be made sin 
and a curse for them. The Father, with 
a view to encourage his heart in the per- 
formance of this divine engagement, ad- 
drefses him in the following manner, 
" Thus saith God the Lord, he that 
*^ created the Heavens and stretched 
*' them out; he that spread forth the 
>' earth and that which cometh :Out of 
*' it; he that giveth breath unto the 
** people upon it, and spirit to them 

I Jsaiah ix. 6, 7. ^ Prov* viii. 31. 
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" which walk therein: I the Lord have 
*' called thee in righteousnefs, and will 
** hold thine hand, and will keep thee^ 
" and give thee for a covenant of the 
•" people, for a light of the Gentiles; 
'* to open the blind eyes, to bring out 
** the prisoners from the prison, and 
" them that sit in darknefs out of the 
"prison house V The creation of the 
world was but a preparation to -all this. 
It was the stage on which the Father 
would call forth Christ to act the highest 
part of his office as a covenant for the 
■people. His glory was thus openly to 
appear. He was by his incarnation and 
obedience unto death to carry his en- 
gagements in the everlasting covenant 
into execution, and hereby bring mani- 
festative glory to all the perfections of 
Godhead. From his righteousnefs and 
bloodshedding the blefsings of pardon, 
peace, righteousnefs, and justificatiou 
unto life were to flow forth; and such 
an evidence of the love of the co-efsen- 
tial Three to the elect was to be given 
herein, a.s would increase the praises 
thereof by all saints both in time and 
eternity. From the eternal compact be- 
twixt the Father and the Son flows all 
our peace. It is the very origin of our 
salvation. All our springs of spiritual 
and everlasting life are contained in it, 

* Jsaiah xlii. 5, 6, 7. . 
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and the everlasting gospel is the record 
of it. From it we learn liow divifidy 
suited this title, The God ^f all Grace, 
is to the Holy Three consiciejxd im their 
•covenant-engagements and offices. Im- 
tnediately upoo Adams faU, the Lord 
God proclaimed the Saviour, saying, 
^' The seed of tlie woman shall bruise 
^' the serpent's head"".*" IVom thatthiite 
to the , present moment grace reigns 
thix>ugh righteousmefs unto eternal life, 
by Jesus Christ our Lord". E^ver since 
tlie fall the Lord God loath had prophets, 
who have testLfied concern iaig Jesiis. 
The Holy Gho^t, '' who searchetk ^\ 
'* things, yea, thedeef) things of God**," 
hath made a full revelation- of Christ 
and of the Father's love in lam : and the 
jgospel is a most folefsed evidence of it. 
To liim give all the prophets witnefa. 
They fonetold the sufferings of Christy 
(and the glory which should follow. 
The long train of costly expiatory sa- 
-crifices afforded standing memorials of 
•Christ's coming into the Morld to take 
^way sin. " In the fulnefs of time, the 
" Father sent the Son to he the Saviour 
'' of the worlds" When the Son of God 
"was about to become incarnate, and 
thereby exprefs his love to the elect 
fions of men, he declaimed his satisfaction 

• ■» (jen. Hi. 15, " Rom. v. 21. 

^ I Cor. ii. 10* J^ A John iv. U. 
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in the prospect of wJiat he was to be, 
aad cfo, and suffer in his incarnate state ; 
sayidog to his divine Father immediately 
Lefwe his afsuinption of our nature into 
persojoal union with himself^ — *' Sacri- 
" fice and offering thou wouldst not, 

but a body Imst thou prepared me. 

Lo, I come; I delight to do thy will, 
" O uiy God, yea, thy law is within my 
" liearf*-" Blefsings *^on him ! his heart 
wi^ iu salvation-werk from jeverlasting. 
His will remained immutably .fix^d and 
engaged in the perforroaiace of it. When 
•be became incarnate, his heart vas all 
love, and his bowels all mercy. He was 
fuU t>f grace iind truth, and clothed 
with infinite compaision. In our nature 
and in our world ihe was seen as G^id 
manifest in thejksh. He liv^ and tan 
bernacled here below to perform the 
greatest work ever celebrated in Heaven, 
and to expreii such love to his people, in 
their lost and guilty state, as would be 
matter for perpetual admiration and 
praise by all the saints throughout the 
ages of eternity. His eterwal Fatlier 
proclaimed him to an elect world say- 
ing, " This is my beloved Son ; in whom 
" i am well plea8ed^" The Holy Ohosrt 
Tisiblv descended on him, who conse^ 
crated and sealed him as the Christ of 
Cod. Under the Father's testimony 

4 Pi>alm xU Ucb. x. ^^ Mat>t. iii. 17. 
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and the Spirit's unction heperfonned his 
great work of making an end of sin, and 
bringing in everlasting righteousnefs; 
for which he was manifested in the flesh. 
As Ood and man in one Christ, he was 
holinefs to the Lord — the holy one of 
God. His human nature was purrty it- 
self. The union, which subsisted be- 
tween the Son of God and it, stamped 
every action performed by him therein 
with infinite worth and everlasting im- 
portance. " The word was made flesh, 
/' and dwelt among us*." He was made 
of a woman, made under the law, and 
lived, as the surety of his people, in per- 
fect conformity to it. It can never be 
fully described nor conceived. It was 
of inestimable worth and of everlasting 
efficacy — stamped with divine honour 
and eternal dignity. He M'as the Lamb 
of God. On him the Father laid the 
iniquities of all the elect, and made him 
sin for us. Christ himself bore our sins ; 
and it " pleased the Lord to bruise him; 
" and put him to grief." The sorrow's 
and sufferings of our Lord exhibited one 
grand scene exprefsive of his ardent 
love. Under the imputation of sin he 
was sore amazed, sorrowful, and heavy 
unto death. He saw sin as, sin, felt the 
weight of it, bore it as an- intolerable 
load, and said, " O my Father, if it be 

. •Johoi. 14. . * Isaiah liii. 10. 
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*^ pofsible, let this cup pafs from me"." 
The curse due to all the sins of the elect 
was executed on him. His love shone 
forth when he endured that tremendous 
agony, which caused him to sweat great 
drops of blood. By .his soul- travail he 
satisfied the demands of infinite justice 
for our transgrefsions. By the offering 
of himself he put away sin for ever out 
of the sight of law and justice. " He 
" was wounded for our transgrefsions, he 
'* was bruised for our iniquities : the 
" chastisement of our peace was upon 
" him, and with his stripes we are- 
" healed ^" Thus the great Head of the 
church, the God-man Christ Jesus, as 
the Mediator of the everlasting cove- 
nant, gave open evidence of his love to 
his people by making his soul an offer-' 
ing for sin, and enduring all that curse, 
wrath, shame, death, and liell, M^hich 
were the true and proper desert thereof; 
by which it fully appears, that his love 
pafseth knowledge. Here everlasting 
love shone forth in its meridian lustre, 
and was in its zenith. The love of God 
in giving his only begotten Son was 
stamped further with this distinguishing 
character, that He spared him notj but 
delivered him up freely for us all, and 
made him a curse to redeem us from the 
curse of the law, and save us from the 

« Matt. xxvi. 3S. . . ^ Isaiah liii. 5. 
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\rratlr to come ; whitsh proves that God's 
love to his people surpafses all thought. 
The manifestations of it in the gift of 
Christ, in his work, and office of media- 
tion, are so great that they cannot be con- 
cei ved. ** God commendethhis hove to^ 
" wards us, in that while we were yet siii- 
" ners Christ died for us*." The wis- 
dom, mercy, holinefs, justice, truth, and 
faithfulnefs of God were most divioely 
displayed in the remembrance which he* 
had of his people in their low estate; and 
grace triumplied over sia> and sotan, 
death and hell, in the salvation of thcf 
elect through the redemption, which iisT 
in. (Christ. As in the contrivance of sal- 
vation the title of The God of ail Grace 
was most justly given to the £tenia]i 
Three, in as much as salvation* is all oi 
grace; so in the executioii of clieir eter- 
nal designs and purposes, in ^nishi^igf 
salvation-work by the obedience a«ic* 
death of the God-man, it fully appeared! 
how worthy they Svere to be celebratedf 
throughout time atid eternity, for the 
iticheS' of that grace, and the manifbld* 
display and communication of it to the 
elect, through the obedience and sacri^ 
fice of Immanuel. Salvation, which 
consists in a deliverance from sin, the 
worst of evils, and from damnation, 
the greatest of miseries, is altogether 

* Rom. V. 8. 
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of giace; So saith the apostle, " By 
"grace are ye savcd^" In its origin, 
cofltrivance, execution, revelation, and 
appHcatron to the elect of God by the 
Holy Gho»t, it is wholly of grace. The 
work of Salvation is finished. " The Lord 
" Christ hath loved us, and washed us 
" from our sins in his own blood. He 
" hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
" lawj having: been made a curse for us^'" 
" He hath been made sin for us, that wcJ 
"might be made the righteousnefs of 
"God in him^" " He is Jehovah our 
" Righteousnefs^." He hath in liis own 
Person triumphed most gloriously over 
all his and his people's enemies. And 
lie must reign till death and hell are 
made his footstool. So that here we be- 
hold grace in its very efsence. For 
vhat can exceed this ? When we were yet 
without strength, indue time Christ died 
for the imgodly. A greater or more 
vast exprefsion of his grace than this h^ 
could not give. " When enemies we 
" were reconciled unto God by the death 
" of his Son^." Who can sound the im- 
mensity of this? None on earth — none 
m Heaven. Yet, this transcendent grace 
is the glorious subject of the everlasting 
gospel. It is revealed in ic — proclaimed 
hy the preaching of it^ — in itB meridian 

^ Eph. ii. 5; ' Gal. Hi. 13. ^ 2 Cor. v. 2f . 
' Jer. xxiii. 6. 'I Rom. v. 6, 10. 
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Bplendour — in its utmost perfection — 
and with the utmost plainnefs, simpli- 
city, and freenefs to sinners^ as sinners. 
The gospel of salvation is accompanied 
by the Holy Ghost with life and light to 
elect sinners, and made the power of 
God unto their salvation. By it thej 
hear Christ's voice — see his glory — be- 
hold how he hath loved them — receive 
him into their hearts — live by faith on 
the Son of God, and find and enjoy every 
blefsing of the Father's everlasting love 
and boundlefs mercy, flowing into their 
souls through the most precious blood- 
shedding, and inestimably valuable and 
everlastingly efficacious sacrifice of the 
worthy Lamb: all which give us a grand 
display and open discovery of the ex- 
ceeding riches of Grace. So saith €hc 
apostle, ** But God, who is rich in mercy, 
** for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
^* even when we were dead in sins, hath 
** quickened us together with Christ, by 
" grace are ye saved*. " The Holy Spirit 
having, as the spirit of life, quickened 
the elect with spiritual life in their souls, 
gives them to see, know, and understand 
the fountain from whence all flows. He 
opens, explains, and applies with divine 
power to the mind, what Paul, speaking 
of himself and Timothy, hath declared, 
** Who hath saved us, and called us, with 

« Eph. ii. 4, 5 . 
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^^ an'holy calling, not according to onf 
^ works, but according to his own pur* 
'* pose and grace, which was given us in 
" Christ Jesus before the world began \'* 
God's love to each and every one of h\n 
people is the same. He hath a distinct 
and personal knowledge of them. . He 
hath freely exprefsed it to them in 
Christ. "The Father loveth the Son, 
" and hath given all things into hiij 
" hand'.'* The elect were given unto 
him. " He is the Son of God's love." 
He was in the bosom of his Father from 
everlasting, and hath drawn out and con- 
centrated all the Father's love in his own 
hearti Shining, he reflects it and shedsf 
it forth in its hotest rays and beams on 
kis people; so that hereby they have the! 
richest sense and enjoyment of it. To 
Christ, as their bead, the gift and grant 
of eternal life were made. All the ful- 
nefe of it was lodged in his hand. A 
complete provision was made for all 
their cases^ wounds, wants, and miseries. 
It pleased the Father that in him should 
m fulnefs dwell.— The Holy Ghost 
agreeably to his office in the covenant of 
grace is pleased to take of the things *6f 
Clirist, and to shew or make them mani- 
fest. He leai:ls poor awakened sinners to 
behold the Lamb of God, and in a sight 

^ 2 Tim. i. 9. * John iii. 35. 
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of bim as set fortli in the w5rd, and tes-^ 
tified of by the Holy Spirit therein, they 
see salvation. On which they cannot 
forbear individually breaking out, say- 
ing, ** Behold God is my salvation, I will 
-' trust and not be afraid: for the Lord 
*' Jehovah is my strength and my song,, 
** he also is become my salvation*." Per- 
ceiving how exactly suited Christ is to 
thera, and how exactly suited they are 
for him to glorify himself in their eter- 
nal redemption, they cannot but prize 
and esteem him, as the author ^nd 
finisher of their salvation. This know- 
ledge concerning him they receive from, 
the everlasting Gospel, which is made 
effectual to them,^ as accompanied with 
the divine energy of his Spirit. In it 
they find Christ, and know that his lov^ 
palseth knowledge — that his mercy en-; 
dureth for ever — that his bloody sweat 
is their everlasting purification — his 
wounds and bruises, received in the day. 
of the Lord's fierce anger, their everlast- 
ing healing— his soul-travail their peace^ 
and his obedience unto death, even the 
death of the crofs, their everlasting 
righteousnefs and perfection. This glad- 
dens their hearts, and fills their minds 
with peace, so that in believing tne 
everlasting worth, virtue, and efficacy of 

^ Isa. xii. 2, 
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his blood and rlghteousnefs, they re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. — Here, O my soul, is a subject 
worthy of thy deepest study and closest 
attention. All the love of the Holy Tri- 
nity is set before thee in the person and 
work of Christ. — He left his Father's 
bosom, laid aside his glory which he had 
with him beforie the world was, became 
man, and toakon him the form of aservaut,. 
that he might give such a manifestative 
proof of everlasting love as. would warm 
the hearts of angels and saints for ever 
and ever. In our nature, in this lower 
vorld, the Lord Jesus shone forth in 
flames of love so pure and so vehement, 
as can never be described, nor even ade- 
quately conceived of, bursting forth from 
die very heart of Jehovah. He has 
given such an instance of his love, as 
pan never be exceeded by him, no, not 
in Glory, He is, O my soul, just what 
thou needest him to be. Let me approach 
him then as the apostle and high-priest 
over thcrhouse of G od. O Holy Ghost ! 
thou art the glorifier of Jesus, look down 
upon me, I intreatthee, lead me through 
thy blefsed teaching and influence into 
real communion with Christ, and shed 
abroad in my heart a sense of the Fa- 
t^ief s free and everlasting love. O thou 
hlefsed Jesus! I come to thee^ as^ ^iV' 

E 2 
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ner to a Saviour. Blefsings on tfiee! 
my everlasting life, health, and cure are 
in thy blood and righteousnefs. Look, 
thou precious Jesus! on me and shine 
within me. Put forth the etficacy of 
diy blood and righteousnefs in my soul, 
and let me have an inward application 
of their virtue. I would come to thee 
with all my wounds, believing that by* 
thy stripes I am healed. L would come 
to thee with the whole and utmost of my 
inward guilt, filth, and sinfulnefs, be- 
lieving that thy blood cleanseth from all 
sin. I would come to thee with all my 
wants, praying thee to glorify thyself in 
supplying them out of thine own infinite 
fulnefs. Look on me, O thou most pre- 
cious Jesus ! and exprefs the same grace, 
and make it manifest to me, as thou 
didst when thou barest my sins in tbine 
awn body on the tree. — Send thine eter- 
nal Spirit into my heart to bring it fresh 
to my remembrance, to influence my; 
soul with thy love, and sprinkle thy 
blood on my mind. Let this divinely 
pvecious truth, which contains the whol& 
fulnefs of grace and salvation, be set on 
with fresh life and energy on my ipind 
by the sealing of thine eternal Spirit : 
'^ He hathmade him to be sin for us, who 
**knew no sin, that we might be made 
** the righteousnefs of God in bim"*/' 

«° 2 Cor. V. 21. 



( 7^7 9 

I ask it, O Christ ! to the glory of thy 
Father, thyself, and Holy Spirit, Tliree 
Persons in one Jehovah^ to whom be 
equal and everlasting praise. Amen. 
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CHAR III. 

On Rtginer^ition. How it is wrought in the 
soul by the Holy Ghost ^ who quickens it with 

3nritual lijcy and makes it a partaker ofjhe 
ivine naturt^, 

GOD'S love, which is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting, ineflable, and 
incomprehensible, hath been discovered 
towards the elect in such a manner as 
shews the interest of the divine persons 
in the Godhead in them. The Father's 
love was manifested in electing them in 
Christ and together with him before the 
foundation 'of the world, in predesti- 
nating them to the enjoyment of all 
those spiritual and communicable blefs- 
ings of his grace, which followed upon 
their union and relation to the person of 
his dear Son, considered as God-man> 
whom he had given to be their eternal 
head. This love, which is in God, from 
whence all these spiritual and superna- 
tural blefsings flow, surmounts the ut- 
most conception of the glorified, and 
consequently will for ever and ever ex- 
ceed all their exprefsions of it. 

The open display of this love in God 
the Father, made known in the eternal 

• 2 Pet. i. 4. 



( 79 ) 

redemption of the elect by Christ frorrt 
sin, satan, the world, death, and hell, 
which is but the overflowings of ever- 
lasting love in the fruits and effects of 
it, cannot, in its greatnefs and glory, be 
fully conceived of on earth by the 
church militant, nor uttered in Heaven 
by the church triumphant. The love of 
God the Son, manifested in his con- 
descending to become God-man, their 
head and husband, is inexprefsible. His 
love in becoming the surety of his peo- 
ple cannot be fully explofed by the 
saints to all eternity. He lovTd them 
to such a degree,^ and made it evident in 
such a manner, as will fill the minds of 
the elect angels and saints with perpe- 
tual astonishment throughout the ages 
of eternity. His emptying himself of 
his personal glory, by laying it aside 
and putting it off for a season, was a 
manifestation of love to us which can 
never be exprefsed. His taking on him- 
self the form of a servant, appearing in 
our world in the likenefs of sinful flesh,' 
and giving his whole person an offering 
for sin, his soul to be bruised, his body 
to be broken, his blood to be shed, and 
laying down his life, which exceeded \ti 
value the whole creation of God, is 
love, in its eternity, immensity, perpe- 
tuity, and effects, surpafsing all under- 
staiiuding. On earth it aflbrds an Hea- 
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liren to saints, when their ttnifids aare feiH 
gaged in the contemplatioB of it. Aq4 
it will yield a peipetual feast to such aa 
are admitted to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. The love of the Holy Ghost 
towards the elect, of which there is exr 
prefs mention made by the apostle Pa«i% 
in its eternal spring and origin is equal 
with the love of the Father and the Soo. 
The peculiar way in which he makes H 
Jcnown to tlie objects of it is in and by 
spiritual regeneration. The apostle'^ 
tells us, we are saved, " Not by worJc^ 
** of righteousnefs which we have done^ 
" but according to his mercy iw ^vcd 
*' u^, by the washing of regeneratkxQ 
*' and renewing of thjg HQly Ghost; 
^^ which h^ shed on us abundantly 
^* throiiigh Jesus Christ ouj Saviour/* 
In this pafsage th^ cpncern and interest 
of th^ eternal Trinity in salvatioa-work 
ar^ most gloriously exprefsed. The part 
and ofiice of the Holtf Gho^t in our 
salvation consist in rmfiwing u$. Ha 
quickens the elept with spiritual life^ en-r 
lightens theif minds to know Cbri3t, re- 
veals him to them, forms him in their 
hearts, and brings them to build all their 
hopes of eternal glory on him alone« 
He sheds abroad the Father's love in 
their hearts, and gives them a real aense 
of it. In which experience of bis gra-* 

• Jloa. XV. 30. » Titus ill, 5» & 
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ciousand elFectaal influence on their souh 
they say with the Psalmist, " Blefsed i^ 
''the man whom thou choosest, and 
" causest to approach unto thee, that he 
** may dwell in thy courts ; we shall be 
'' satisfied with the pleasures of thyhouse, 
*' even of thy holy templet" 

The Holy Ghost in the exercise of 
his gracious ofSce on their behalf and in 
their souls proves to a demonstration, 
that his love towards the heirs of gloiy 
is ineffable and incomprehensible. As 
the work of the Holy Ghost consists in 
making our souls alive to God, in realiz- 
ing the transactions of the Father and 
the Son in the everlasting covenant, and 
in creating in us spiritual faculties, 
whereby we are fitted for the enjoyment 
of God and for holding communion with 
him, it is internal; hence it is, that, his 
work being within us, we are apt to over- 
look him, and are prone to neglect giv- 
ing him the glory of his spiritual dis- 
tinction in deity, and efsential Godhead; 
Stnd most sadly fail to give him his true 
Sind proper praise for his great grace to- 
wards us. Thus it is with all believers; 
they find themselves more disposed to 
think on the love of Christ, and on the 
Father's love in the gift of him, than in 
Exercising their minds spiritually in soul« 
€nflamingand heart- warmingmeditations 

« Psttlin Ixv. 4; 
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cn the love and mercy of the Holy 
Ghost towards them, and his dejight in 
them ; though all they know and enjoy 
of the Father's love, by faith in the 
finished salvation of the Son, is entirely 
from the inward teaching and superna- 
tural influences of the eternal Spirit; 
This must be acknowledged a great de- 
fect, which , is too plainly evidenced in 
our neglecting to pray distinctly to. him 
as a divine person in Godhead, and as 
Lord and God. It originates from our 
forgetfulnefs, that all the persons in the 
Godhead are equally interested in our 
salvation, and in each and every act of 
grace concerning us; viz. in those which 
are immanent in God towards us, as his 
eternal love fixed on us, out of which he 
chose us, and bestowed and decreed all 
blefsings for us; likewise in those acts in 
Christ done for us in his incarnate 
state, wherein he represented us, and 
lived and died in our law-place,^ room, 
and stead; and also in those wrought in 
us and upon us in bestowing all those 
blefsings of the spirit discovered in our 
effectual calling, justification, sanctifica- 
tion, and glorification. — The Holy Ghost, 
as a person in the Godhead, distinct 
from the Father and the Son, is the ob- 
ject of faith, hope, love, and every act 
of spiritual worship. Yet his divine, 
efficacious, and powerful work, which is 
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inherent iri the souls of his people, is ra-» 
ther a subject for their spiritual sense 
and judgment to be exercised on than 
the object of their faith. His work be- 
ing within us, and Christ's work with- 
out us, and the latter being our salva- 
tion, and the former the application of 
it unto us, we are apt to overlook the 
Holy Spirit's work within us, and him- 
self as the author of it. Salvation is 
U'holly of GRACE, both in its origin, 
execution, and application. Nor is grace 
a whit more glorious in the one than in 
the other. The elect •* were not ap- 
" pointed unto wrath, but to obtain sal- 
" vation by our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
*• died for us**." And by his death they^ 
were redeemed out of the hands of all 
their spiritual enemies. Yet, the Fa- 
ther's love and the Son's salvation, with 
all the unspeakable blefsings there- 
of, remain unknown to them for a sea- 
son. In their fallen, guilty, and sinful 
state they remain dead in trespafits and 
^ins^ without hopCy and without God in 
the world. The bringing them out of 
this state, and raising them from a death 
of sin unto a life of righteousnefs, is the 
true and proper work reserved for the 
Holy Ghost, in order to display and ma- 
nifest thereby his love and Godhead. 
To quicken the dead sinner with spi- 

* 1 Thess. V. 9) lO, 
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ritual life in his soul, to enlightf n the 
dark mind with the marvellous light of 
life, to become the fountain and spring 
of everlasting life by his secret and niys* 
terious in-dwelling in the soul, and to 
produce such a new creation as deserves 
to be dignified with the title of The di^ 
vine nature, are altogether the acts, 
prerogative, and glory of the eternal Spi* 
rit, whose distinct personality and efsen- 
tial divinity are evidenced hereby. He 
knows the names, persons, state, and 
cases of all the elect, with the love of 
the Father's heart, and how it abounds, 
and superabounds towards them. He is 
fully acquainted with the present and 
everlasting virtue, efficacy, worth, and 
dignity of the person, work, and offer- 
ing of Immanuel; and what his heart 
was, when he made his soul an offering 
for sin, and how infinitely and everlast-* 
ingly well pleasing it was to Jehovah 
the Father, Avho hath it in everlasting 
remembrance. The Father and the Soik 
having committed the revelation and 
application of their great salvation to 
the persons of all the elect to the Holy 
Spirit; he is pleased, therefore, out of 
the riches of his own free and sovereign 
grace, to work in due season on all the 
heirs of glory. And like as Christ died 
but once, his death being all-sufficient 
to answer every design to be effected by 
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it ; so the Holy Ghost by one act works 
effectually in the soul, produces a spi- 
ritual birth, and changes the state of the 
person, once for all. So that the rege* 
Derate are thereby brought out of, and 
delivered from, the power of darknefs 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son*. 
And thus they pafs from a state of spi'^ 
ritual death into a state of spiritual 
lifeK Regeneration, the necefsity of 
which is taught us by Christ himself '^ 
" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except 
*' a man be born again, he cannot see 
" the kingdom of God," is the act and 
work of the Spirit of God in the soul, 
whereby it is quickened with new and 
spiritual life. Without this divine and 
supernatural birth, we cannot see spiri- 
tual and heavenly things, objects, sub- 
jects, and blefsings in their true worth 
and excellency. " That which is born 
"of the spirit is spirit^" In conse- 
quence of which the spiritual mind thus 
produced in us in spiritual regenera^ 
tion is suited to all tnings spiritual, and 
distinguishes such as are born of God 
from others who are not. Hence the 
apostle saith, " The natural man re- 
" ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
" God, for they are foolishnefs unto 
"him: neither can he know them, be- 

• Col. i. IS, M John iii. 14. r John iii. 3. 

^ John iii. 6* 
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"cause they are spiritually discerned*/* 
To say " Because they are spiritually 
** discerned" is giving the reason why a 
natural man cannot receive them. Be- 
cause, if they are rightly discerned, they 
must be discerned in their spirituality;, 
as they are in themselves spiritual things^ 
as spiritual. 

The effect of the new birth is, that 
the man born again loves spiritual things^ 
as spiritual, and values spiritual blefs- 
ings on account of their being purely 
spiritual. The fulnefs of life, which is 
lodged in Christ for all the elect, is dis- 
played in the following Avay. He is the 
head in the spiritual and eternal world; 
and he conveys his spiritual lifein rege-^ 
neration to his members, who are then, 
born into it. The second birth, by 
which the elect are bom again into 
Christ, into the spiritual. world, is a new 
creation — the workmanship of God: 
The spirit of life from Christ enters into 
them, and is the spring of all their spi- 
ritual life — the root of all their graces — 
the perpetual spring of every divine prin- 
ciple within them. So says Christ, " The 
" water that I shall give him (speaking 
/* of a believer) shall be in him a well 
" of water, springing up into everlast- 
" ing life\" Thus, regeneration intro- 
duces the elect into a capacity for the 

\ 1 Cor. ii. 14. . ^ John iv. 14, 
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etijoyments which are peculiar to the spi- 
ritual world, and makes that alteration 
'^ in the person's state before God, which 
will last for ever. Hence the apostle 
saith, " He hath saved us by the wash* 
" ing of regeneration and renewing of 
'\ the Holy Ghost V All other altera- 
tions are gradual. Even that great 
change from grace to glory is but from 
faith to sight, — from imperfection to - 
perfection. The state of the renewed 
man, as to the grace of God, in life and 
after death is one and the same* He is 
the Lord's in both. All our meetnefi 
for the heavenly state is wrought in us 
in regeneration. Therefore the apostle 
addrefses the regenerate in the trhurch of 
Christ at Colofse thus, "Giving thanks 
*' unto the Father, which hath made us 
"meet to be partakers of the inherit- 
*' ance of the saints in light." And he 
shews wherein that meetnefs consisted, 
** Who hath delivered us from the power 
"of darknefs, and hath translated us 
" into the kingdom of his dear Son""." 

Regeneration is one and the same in 
all saints. It admits ef no increase nor 
decrease. All grace and holinefs are 
then implanted in the soul. We hereby 
We eternal life abiding in us, and all 
that remain*, from the first moment the 

!Tuusiii. 5. ' "Col. i. 12,13. 
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new creation is wrought in the sou! t^ 
its actual entrance into the state of 
lory, is only for the eternal Spirit to 
reathe within us, to shine on his own 
work wrought in us, and draw it forth 
into act and exercise. Hence- Paul pray A 
thus for the Thefsalonians ; " Where- 
" fore also we pray always for you, that 
** our God would . count you worthy of 
'^ this calling, and fulfil all the good 
^* pleasure of his goodnefs, and the work 
" of faith with power"." 

Regeneration is the foundation of 
every gracious, spiritual, and holy act, 
performed hy saints throughout the whole 
course of their lives. It is the fruit of 
election — the first blefsing which takes 
place within us, and our open introduc-* 
tion into the enjoyment of all others. 
It is wrought in the soul by the word, 
and by the Spirit of God. *' Being borii 
** again not of corruptible seed, but of 
" incorruptible, by the word of God 
" which liveth and abideth for ever°." 
Tlie word is the seed sown in the heart, 
which the Holy Ghost puts life and 
power into} and without any concur- 
rence of the creature. He speaks, and it 
is done : he commands, and the work of 
the new creation abideth for ever. So 
that the new birtb ** is not of bloody 

? 2 Thess. i. 1 1. © 1- Pet. i. 23. 
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^ lUMT of the will of the flesh, aor of the 
^ will of Hian, but of GodP/; All thfc 
divine persons are engaged in this di*- 
vine act of grace. It is ascribed to God 
the Fatlier by the apostle James, *' Eveiy 
•' good gift, and every perfect gift i% 
•* firom above, and cometh down from 
" the Fatlier of lights, with whom is no 
" variablenefa, neither shadow of turn^ 
" ing. Of his own will begat he u« 
*' with the word of truth, that we should 
*' he a kind of first fruits of his crear 
" tures^" It is attributed to Christ by 
the apostle John', " If ye know that he 
" is righteous, ye know that every one 
"that doeth righteousnefs is born of 
" him." It is so peculiarly applied tm 
the Holy Spirit as to dajrive its denomi*- 
aatipn of Spirit from him. Hence our 
Lord says, " That which is born of the 
" spirit is spirit." 

We find the apostle Peter blefsing 
God for the inestimable blefsing of re- 
generation after this manner, " Blefsed 
" be the God and Father of our Lord 
"Jesus Christ, which according to 
" his abundant mercy hatb begotten us 
" again unto a lively hope, by the resur** 
" rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
"to an inheritance incorruptible, and 
" undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
" reserved in Heaven for you, who are 

P John i. 13. ^ James i. 17, 18. 

» 1 Ep. ii. 29^ 
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*' kept by the power of God thro'ugti: 
** faith unto salvation*. " The new birth 
is noble, divine, and heavenly. It is 
wholly of God. The same power, which 
was put forth to raise Christ from the 
dead, is put forth in regeneration. The 
apostle would have those persons. rejoice 
and glory in this, that they had God- for 
their Father, — that they were begotten 
again by him, through the incorruptible 
seed and Spirit of God,— that their hope 
in God was a lively one, being founded 
oh the resurrection of Jesus Christ froiA 
the dead, — that they were born heirs of 
God, to an inheritance . incorruptible, 
reserved for them, and that they were 
kept for the enjoyment of it by the 
power of -God. Christ's resurrection 
iiath a virtual influence in our resur- 
rection. Christ's resurrection is the 
exemplary pattern of it, according to 
which, as the Spirit wrought in him, so 
he works in us a work conformable to 
his resurrection. As the resurrection of 
Christ was the great declaration of his 
V being the Son of God; so is regenera- 
tion of our being the sons of God ; it 
being the evidence of our adoption, and 
also the first discovery of our election^ 
As Christ's resurrection was the first step 
to his eternal kingdom and glory; so 
regeneration is the first open introduc- 
tion into all the blefsings of that state 

f I Pet. i. 3, 4, 5. 
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of' grace, into which the child of God is 
now introduced. 

** The God of all grace, who hath 

,** called us unto his eternal glory by 

*' Christ Jesus," invests us with a meet- 

nefs for, and with a manifestative right 

and title to, the kingdom of Heaven; 

by giving us in regeneration a spiritual 

lite in our souls, which will ifsue in life 

eternal. A right to and foretaste of 

which are then given us, when we are 

called with an holv calling, and made 

^partakers of the divme nature. This ex- 

prefsion, " that ye might be partakers of 

" the divine nature," is made use of by 

♦Peter*. He is speaking of what is be* 

stowed on us in regeneration, and he ad* 

drefses himself to the regenerate thus^ 

" To them that have obtained like pre- 

'^* cious faith with us {i. e. the apostles) 

•" through the righteousnefs (or in the 

*' righteousnefs) of God and our Saviout 

" Jesu^ Christ: grace and peace be mul- 

'* tiplied ufato you, through the know- 

" ledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 

-** according as his . divine power hatft 

" given unto us all things that pertain 

" unto life and godlinefs, through the 

" knowledge of him that hath called us 

" to glory and virtue ; whereby are 

" given unto us exceeding great and 

"precious promises; that by these ye 

. 1 2 Epistle i. 4. 
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•* might be partakers of thc'divkie lias- 
" ture°." The divine nature is bestowed 
in regenera^ttf in which aie contained 
«ll the principles of grace and holinei^ 
with all the seeds of s^piritual and ^evev- 
lasting life. And, by regeneration^ the 
divine nature is inherent in our souls. 

It is styled, The divine nature^ be- 
cause it is the perfect image of God's 
nature, and perfectly conformablje to it^ 
suited to what is in God, and fits the 
•soul for holding communion with God^ 
and receiving gracious communications 
from him. Thus, as the chosen had m 
election a supernatural life and beings 
given them in Christ, and si^>ercreatioiif- 
blefsiugs bestowed on them in hkn ; so 
in regeneration they receive, and are 
made partakers of the divine nature, suit* 
ed to the enjoyment and participation of 
all those blefsings. It is not the nature 
of God, but it is a nature suited to all 
things in God, which fits us to take in 
his glory, and to be happy in him fot 
ever; on which account it is styled, 
" The divine nature." Hereby the rcge** 
nerate are filled with all those spiritual 
faculties Avhich qualify them for taking 
in the knowledge of God the Father and 
his Son Jesus Christ, and for holding 
communion with them, both on earth 
and in heaven. — Paul, speaking of the 
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mew creature^ says, " If any man be in 
^' Christ he is a new creature^** Of a 
believer he speaks thus, ^^ I knew a man 
" in Christ''/' Of spiritual life, he 
speaks thus^ " Chri&t liveth in me*.*' 
Of the new creation he saith, " We are 
" his workmanship created in Christ Je- 
** sus unto good works^/* All which 
Tery peculiar exprefsions point out, how 
high and truly divine that life is which 
Christ bestows upon us. That, conse- 
quently, it is in all its acts holy, spiri* 
tual, and supernatural. " Your life," 
saith the apostle, '^ is hid with Christ in 
"God'." Believers are styled, ''The 
" temples of the Holy Ghosts The Ho- 
ly Ghost is said to ** dwell in them*." 
He is the soul of their souls. He quicks 
ens them together with Christ; with 
the very same life wherewith Christ wa« 
quickened when he was raised from the 
dead. 

The Holy Ghost is the fountain of all 
spiritual life in us, and of all our spiritual 
quickening and enlargements m the 
whole course of our walking with God. 
It may be said of all the regenerate, 
" God, who is rich in^ mercy, for his 
" great love wherewith he loved us, even 
" when we were dead in sins, hath quick- 

^ 2 Cor. V. 17. "^ 2 Cor. v. 17. 

» Gak ii. 20. ^ Eph. ii. 10. « Col. iii. 3. 

• 1 Cor* vi. 19. 
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*' coed us together with Chrwt\" It is an 
act pafsed, and is so everlastingly com- 
plete, that all after-quickenings are but 
the fruits and effects of it. . The Father 
is the fountain of life, which the. God- 
man hath and communicates to his mem- 
bers. " As the Father hath life in bim- 
" self; so hath, he given to the Son to 
" have life in himself ''." The God-man 
hath life in himself. He is the Prince of 
life. Yet he hath not this life in him- 
self originally as God-man, but from the 
Father: he is the fountain of jt. Hence 
our Lord thus speaks, ** As the Hving. 
** Father hath sent me, and I live by the 
*/ Father ; so he that eateth me, even he 
" shall live by me^" As Christ lives in 
the Father, as the elect live fw. Christ, 
and as Christ lives by the Father; so he 
bestows life on his people, which the 
Holy Ghost conveys to them by his re- 
generating power : and thus Christ gives 
life to them, and they live by him; and 
thus they are made partakers of Christ 
by an admifsion into divine communion 
with him. They have communion with 
him in his death, and also in the virtue 
and efficacy of his resurrection. Their 
union with him is the foundation of all 
their communion with him. His being 
their head, surety, and representative, is 

^ Eph. ii. 4, 5. « Jphn v. 26. 

** John vi. 57- 
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the ground and cause of all the blefsings^ 
of his grace being freely imparted . to* 
them. Hence arises that communion, 
which they are admitted to in spiritual, 
regeneration.^ On this account the 
apostle says, "God is faithful, by whom 
*' ye were called unto the fellowship of 
" his Son Jesus Christ our Lord*." The 
Holy Ghost is the great witnefs of this* 
union. He it is who gives the evidence 
of it. He dwells in the saints, and car- 
ries on all the communion betwixt Christ* 
and them, which they have the experi- 
ence and enjoyment of both on earth 
and in glory. Our Lord, when he spoke 
concerning his sending his Spirit to his 
apostles, told them and us in them, "At 
" that day ye shall know that I am in my 
" Father, and ye in me, and I in youV 
And again, treating on the same subject,* 
he said, "When he the Spirit of truth is 
" come, he will g^ide you into all truth: 
" for he shall not speak of himself, but 
" whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he* 
" speak, and he will shew you things to 
" come. He shall glorify me, for he shall 
" receive of mine, and shall shew it unto 
" you. All things that the Father hath arc 
" mine : therefore said I, that he shall- 
" take of mine, and shew it unto you^." 
The elect in regeneration are partakers 

« 1 Cor. i. 9. ' John xiv. 20, 

8 John xvi. 13, 14, 15. 
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of a supernatural birth ; they are cut o# 
and removed from their old stock Adam^ 
a^d transplanted into Christ: so that 
speaking personally of one who is rege* 
nerate, it may be said, He is a man in 
Christy and hath a supernatural commu* 
hion with God agreeable to the state t6 
which he is- advanced. "And as the Lord' 
** hath chosen him that is godly for him- 
" self;" so he is pleased to impart hiS' 
love to the regenerate in the jsense, ex- 
perience, enjoyment, and consolations of 
It in a manner and degree which are in- 
effable. They find in their own souls- 
that communion with God is the cjuin- 
tefsence of blefsednefs; and it is what 
his children have an experience of in the* 
state of gi^ce. So saith John, ** Truly 
*^ our fellowship is with the Father ana 
"with his Son Jesus Christ ^" Fellow- 
ship with God the Father is thufi'expreft- 
€id by the l>eloved apostle, " God is lov^' 
*^ and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
** in God, and God in him." Coittniu- 
iiion with Christ is so close, that Paul 
siaith, " I am crucified with Christ — 
" Christ liveth in me, and the life which 
" I live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
" the Son of God \" Communion with 
the Holy Ghost is exprefsly mentioned* 
by the apostle Paul. And as he dwelleth 
in us and abideth with us for ever; so 

^ 1 John i. 3. i Clwip. iv. 16. k Gal. ii. 20. 
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his communion with us and otir com* 
munion with him must be most close 
and intimate. He glorifies Jesus, take* 
of tbexihings that are his and shews 
them unto us, reveals unto us our interest 
in hipa, sheds abroad the love of the Fa- 
ther in our hearts, bears witnefs to our 
spirits in believing, that we are the 
children of God, and seals us unto the 
day of eternal redemption. In the ma- 
nifestation of which glorious and divine 
acts of grace M'ithin and upon his peo* 
pie, he is pleased most sweetly to admit 
his beloved ones to some gracious com-» 
munion with himself. Thus Heaven is 
hegan on earth, and the regenerate are 
in a state of actual fitnefs and prepara- 
tioafoir eternal glory, which they will 
enter upon, the very moment death hath 
done its o£Sce on their bodies. This 
kd Paul to say for himself and other 
new-born souls, " We know, that if our 

* earthly house of this tabernacle were 
*^ difsolved, we have a building of God^ 
** an botisB not made with hands, eternal 

* iu the Heavens. For in this we groan, 
' earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
'with our house which is from Hea- 
*ven: if so be that being clothed we 
*'sliali not be found naked. For we 
** that are. ill this tabernacle do groan, 
** being burthened : not for that we 
'* would be unclothed, but clothed up- 

F 
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on, that mortality might be swallowed 
up of life. Now he that hath wrought 
us for the self same thing (i. e. eter- 
nal glory) is God, who also hath given 
".unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 
*' Therefore we are always confident, 
" knowing that, whilst we are at borne 
** in the body, we are absent from the 
" Lord : for we walk by faith, not by 
sight. We are confident, I say, and 
willing rather to be absent from the 
'* body, and to be present with the 
"Lord*." Thus grace, inwrought in 
our souls by the Holy Ghost, appears to 
be glory in the bud. And in the state 
of grace, into which we are manifesta- 
tively introduced by the Holy Spirit, 
we have many sM'eet foretastes of .eter- 
nal glory. i 

O thou divine and Eternal Spirit! 
who proceedest from the Father apd the 
Son, I believe in thy personality^, and 
confefs and acknowledge tbei? ^p be .by 
efsential union with the Gqclbead, co- 
equal and Go-eternal with the father 
and the Son. Thou art uncreate, i^^' 
comprehensible, God, and Lord; who 
livest in the pofsefsion and enjoyment of 
all efsential perfection and blefsednefi. 
Thou art the Lord and giver of all spi- 
ritual life. Blefsed be thy holy name, 
thou givest incontestible evidence of 

* 2 Cor. V. 1—8. 
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thy eternal power and Godhead in re- 
generating and quickening the souls of 
thy people with new, spiritual, and 
eternal life; arid continuest a perpetual 
proof of it in the souls, which thou hast 
quickened, by maintaining that life in 
thy people, carrying on thy work in 
them, and crowning it in due season 
vith everlasting glory. Help me to 
give thee thy true and proper glory for 
thy own work within me, for quicken- 
ing me with spiritual life, giving me to 
know JESUS, and the power of his 
itEsuRRECTiON, and for Jilling^ my 
heart at seasons with a sense of my hea- 
venly Father's love to me in his dear 
Sou. Keep me ever looking up to thee 
for thy life-giving influences and in- 
ward anointings. Lead me continually 
out of myself into communion with the 
Father in his love, and with the Son in 
t^c benefits and blefsings of his salva- 
t|on, O thou holy-making spirit, sanc- 
tify me throughout in body, soul, and 
spirit. I ask it for the honour of thy 
^n grace. And to thee with the Fa- 
ther and the Son be equal praise for ever 
^ud ever. Amen, 
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CHAP. IV. 

Ou the state, which the Believer is in : and what 
his experience and enjoyments, are. 

4 

k 

IT requires milch divine light and unc- 
tion from the Spirit of God to treat 
of his divine and sacred energy, iiiflu-i 
ence, and operations M^ithin and upon 
the souls of the regenerate. In all at- 
tempts on a subject o§ such vast and 
eternal importance great attention ought 
to be given to what is revealed concern- 
ing his work in^ the ivritten word. For 
though the Holy Ghost works like him- 
self, as an Almighty agent, y^t he works 
always agreeably to the written word. 
To talk of his workings and operations 
without the word is wholly enthusiastic. 
And to talk of the word, without bis 
owfi life-giving energy accompanying' it 
to our hearts, is to neglect him who only 
can make it unto us spirit Mnd life. 
We can never fully conceive the infinite 
delight which tKe Father hatU in his 
Son, as Mediator, and in his- finished 
work. The everlasting acceptance, 
which Christ's person, righteousnefs, 
and sacrifice -have found wth Jehovah 
the Father, exceeds our utmost concep- 
tion. In consequence of which our Je- 
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sus appears <m his mediatorial throne, as 
the lamb newly slain^ >vith his heart 
burning with io?e to his redeemed* He 
remembers them with everlasting kind- 
nefs. He looks on them M'ith inex- 
prefsibie complacency, rejoicing in them 
and over them to do tliem good. As 
enthroned in glory, made most blefsed 
for ever, being rendered erceeding glad 
"with thh light of his Father's counte^ 
Vance, and invested with all power in 
Heaven and in earth, he sends down 
Ills Holy Spirit to bring home his ba^ 
nisked one's, whose work and office in 
the souls of the regene4'ate are wholly of 
grace, — the fruit and effect of the ever* 
lasting covenant. The Holy Ghost 
Hirorks within and upon them as the tra* 
vail of Christ's soul. He views them 
tis the objects of tlie Father's everlast- 
ing love, and out of his own free and 
sovereign love towards them, he works 
most freely and eflfectually within them. 
Like as the Father gave the greatest 
evidence of his everlasting love to the 
elect by tlie gift of his Son, to live and 
to die for them, when they were sin- 
ners, enemies, and ungodly; hence Paul 
saith, ** God commendetn his love to* 
** wards us, in that while we were yet 
'* sinners Christ died for us":" and as 
Christ manifested his love, when we 

» Rom. V. 8, 
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in our sins and in our blood ; for 
be loved us and gave himself for us, 
and was made sin and a curse for us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood; so the Holy Spirit, whose love 
is fixed on the persons of his people, and 
who loves them as the elect of God and 
the members of Christ's mystic Jbody 
with the same everlasting love, with 
which the Father and the Son dt>, is^ also 
on his part pleased to give such a de- 
monstration of it, when they are dead in 
trespafses and sins^ as proves it to be 
wholly of grace. His whole work wi th- 
in them and on them is but the fruit and 
effect of his love. God's election is an 
t^lection of persons. . Christ died fqr 
Jfersons. The Holy Ghost works on 
persons. And his work is eternal and 
will last for ever. His work, when 
truly, scripturally, and properly ex- 
plained, is strictly pure gospel. It con- 
sists in bringing the elect into the state 
of knowing the Lord, in furnishing thera 
by his new-creation within them with 
those spiritual and supernatural facul- 
ties, which capacitate them for the en- 
joyment of the Father's love, and fox 
communion with Christ in all the bene- 
fits and blefsings of bis salvation, and 
in leading them off entirely from every 
hope, but in the Lord alone. The 
foundation of which is laid in Jesu& 
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Of whbm the believer says, " He is the 
** rock,, his work is perfect\" The 
work of the Holy Ghost in the souls of 
the regenerate is great and glorious,— 
worthy of himself. It is perfect, and 
truly divine. As the spirit of the living 
God, Ire enters into the souls of his 
people, quickens them, and makes them 
alive to God : thus saith the apostle^ 
" You hath he quickened \'* And hav- 
ing quickened them, he lives, dwells, 
and will abide in them for ever. He is 
a witnefs to us for Jesus**, sets his seal 
to the eternal value, everlasting perfec- 
tion, virtue, and efficacy of his obedi- 
ence and sacrifice, and testifies that all 
the sins of the elect are freely and fully 
forgiven by the Father in consequence 
thereof. " The blood of Jesus Christ 
" his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 

He shews how Christ's obedience un- 
to death is the everlasting righteous- 
Dcfs of his church, — that his people are 
coTjiplcte in him, — that he works effeq- 
tually on them in consequence of it, and 
forms them in regeneration for Jehovali's 
praise. At which time they are born of 
God, — born the sons of God, — born 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, 
•^interested in, and effectually intro- 
duced into the kingdom of grace, which 
cannot be moved. As the new-born, 

^ Dcut. xxxii. 4. ^ Eph. ii. 1. ^ ^ Heb. x. 15. 



thfy are brought into a state of grace 
openly and manifestatively. In their 
new birth also they are furnished with 
all those spiritual faculties, perceptions, 
senses, and affections, which qualify 
them for those spiritual enjoyments 
which belong to this state. The Holy 
Ghost is pleased to enlarge those facul* 
ties. He shines upon, quickens, and 
draws forth the senses and affections of 
the inner man, and exercises them on 
Christ and God in him. The state, into 
which the child of God is brought by 
regeneration and conversion, it a staid 
of perfect acceptance with God, perfect 
justification before God, and of free and 
full pardon of all sin. God s eternal 
purposes of grace towards his people 
now begin to take place actually in 
them. Hence the apostle says, " Who 
*' hath saved us, and called us with an 
** holy calling, not according to ouf 
** works, but according to his own pur- 
** pose and grace, which was given us 
f* in Christ Jesus before the world be- 
** gan''/' The believer hath a new un- 
derstanding given him in regeneration 
to know the Lord his God. He hath 
spiritual ears to hear the voice of God 
in his word speaking unto him and say 

ing, " I AM THE LORD THY GOP." 

He hath spiritual eyes, the eyes of his 

•2Tim. i.9. 
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a tidef standing, ^vhich ate opened by the 
Holy Spirit, that he may have ja spiritual 
$ight and perception of Jesus^ . the Son 
of God, a,s made by the Father unto 
him^ ** Wisdom, and righteousnefs, and 
V sanctification, and redemption." He 
hatli spiritual bands to handle the word 
of life,— a spiritual appetite to feed on 
the bread of life, — a thirst for Christ the 
water of life, and feet to walk in Christ, 
who is the way^ the truth, and the life. 
In brief, the believer is exactly suited 
by the work of the Holy Ghost within 
him to take in Christ, and to enjoy fel- 
lowship with Jesus, who is all-sufficient 
to fill every faculty of the new-born spni, 
and to give and continue perfect j<>y 
and satisfaction to every one of tiie spi- 
ritual senses thereof. 

One of the greatest blefsjngs, and 
which includes all others which the Lord 
God bestows on his people, is contained 
in these declarations of his, "I will be 
*' thy God," '' I am the Lord thy God," 
"I am thine:" which contain the ut-- 
most exprefsions of grace, that can be 
revealed on earth or made known in 
Heaven, where the Lord will be our ever* 
lasting ligbt, and our God our glory. — - 
God is the Gotl of his people, and as 
such he hath bestowed himself in all hi$ 
persons; and.he exercises all his perfeq* 

f 1 Cor. i. 30^ 
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tions on their behalf. His love is the 
fountain and spring of all their happi- 
nefs in time and eternity. His mercy, 
which is but the exercise of his love to 
them in their fallen state, and as per- 
fectly corrupted in their fallen nature, 
encompafses them as with a shield. His 
compafsions are exprefsed towards them 
every moment. His eye is continually 
upon them. His ear is open to their 
cry r and that greatest of all promises, 
which contains in it all others, he fulfils 
in them, " I will give them an heart to 
^^ know me, that I am the Lord,, and 
** they shall be my people, and I will be 
''their God\" The prophet Isaiah 
gives us a beautiful account of the di- 
vine procedure, and how the Lord acta 
with his regenerate ones. " I will pour 
" water upon him that is thirsty, and 
" floods upon the dry ground," which Je- 
hovah himself thus explains, saying, ^'I 
^^ will pour my Spirit upon thy seedy 
** and my blefsing upon thine ofF- 
** spring." The effect follows, "And 
" tney (under the outpouring of the 
** Holy Ghost) shall spring up as among 
" the grafs, as willows by the water 
'' courses*." The Holy Gliost, by put- 
ting forth his life-giving power through 
the word in their souls, by opening their 
renewed minds to receive the true knov- 

?* Jer. xxiv. 7- ' Isaiah xliv. 3, 4. 
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ledge of God in Christ from the Word," 
and by anointing them with his own 
unctuous influences^ constrains them to 
acknowledge the Lord to be their God: 
" One shall say, I am the Lord's ; 
^* and another shall call himself by the 
" name of Jacob; and another shall 
"subscribe with his hand unto the 
" Lord, and surname himself by the 
" name of Israel\" Thus God is pleased 
to acknowledge his people, to call them 
by name, to bring them near himself, to 
induce them to acknowledge him, and 
call him the God of their salvation. 
Thus he is pleased to speak unto them 
by the prophet, " Ye shall be my peo- 
"ple, an<l I will be your God*." And 
speaking of them and his grace, which 
should take place in them", he says, 
'And theyBnall be my people, and I 

* will be their God. And I will give 
'them one heart and one way, that 
' they may fear me for ever, for the 

* good of them and of their children 

* after them. And I will make an ever- 
' lasting covenant with them, that I 
' will not turn away from them to do 

* them good; but I will put my fear in 

* their hearts, that they shall not depart 
*from me." And to shew how much 

!! Isaiah xliv. 5. • * Jer. xxx. 22. 

» Chap, xxxii. 3S, 39, 40. 
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Ills heart was in all ibis, he adds*, 
•* Yea, I will rejoice over them to do 
** them good— with m)' whole heart and 
^' with my whole souL" Now, it is on© 
great part of the Holy Spirit's work and 
office in the souls of the regenerate to 
open and explain the scriptures to their 
understanding, to open their under- 
standing to know the gospel as con- 
tained in them, so as to make them the 
foundation of their faith, and the expe- 
rience of their hearts, and by this mean 
to bring them to a saving scriptural 
knowledge of God the Father and his 
Son Jesus Christ, which knowledge 'con- 
tains eternal life, - So saith our blefsed 
Lord, " This is life eternal, that they 
" might know thee the only true God 
** and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
"sent^" And this knowledge is en- 
tirely received from the word through the 
divine teachings of the Lord the Spirit. 
It is a point of vast moment in experi- 
ence to know, that what is revealed in 
the written word belongs to us, that God 
speaks to us in it, that be makes known 
to us his everlasting love by it, atld that 
what he speaks td ojte belongs to all his 
)!^ints. He said to his great favourite 
Moses, ** Thou hast found grace lii my 
"sight, and I know thee by name'/* 

'iver6e41. ^ John xvii. 3. 
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it is fequ&Hy true of all his people, that 
they have found grace in his sight ; and 
it proves to a demonstration that he 
knows them by name, when in the day 
of his power he brings them to an effec- 
tual knowledge of themselves and of 
Mmself^9 the Lord their God. As thd 
JLord*s people are the high favourites of 
his grace, so lie delights to acknowledge 
them to be his peculiar ones. He sayft 
of them, " This people have I formed 
" for myself, they shall shew forth my 
^' praise." He opens his whole soul un- 
to them, *' Thou wast precious in my 
" sight, and I have loved thee." Which 
exprefsions the Holy Ghost fills with di- 
vine energy, sets home upon the mind, 
and through them conveys such ideas of 
the Father's love as fill the believer with 
unutterable joy* All the communion, 
which saints" have with the Father and 
theSoU) is carried on by this mean, 
which brings them most highly to prize 
and esteem the sacred word of inspira- 
tion. In it they read that " God is 
" love." By mixing faith with the re* 
vealed account of it, tliey have the ac** 
tual experience and enjoyment of it in 
their souls. By which means they be- 
come witnefses for God ; setting their 
seala to the truth of what the mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken. They see Christ 
in the word, have a spiritual perception 
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of him from it, believe in him by it, rest 
on him from the warrant they have foF 
80 doing in it, and have an inward 
knowledge of what he saith, " Verily^ 
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth 
my word and believeth on him that 
" sent me hath everlasting life, and shall 
'^ not come into condemnation, but is 
" pafsed from death unto life**." They 
have a spiritual knowledge of Christ ia 
their renewed understanding: " We 
" know that the Son of God is com^ 
'^ and hath given us an understanding- 
** that we may know him that is true, 
" and we are in him that is true, even 
" in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
*' true God and eternal life'." And what 
they know of Christ in their under- 
standing they believe concerning him in 
their hearts; " With the heart man be- 
" lieveth unto righteousnefs'." And by 
believing Christ dwells in their hearts. 
Hence the apostle prays, that " Christ 
^' might dwell in the hearts of the saints 
*^ of Ephesus by faith." And thus 
faith, which John makes the evidence 
of the new birth*, is exercised upon our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as our righteousnefs 
and atonement; and on God our hea-^ 
venly Father, as reconciled unto us by 
the death of his Son ; so that the state 

? John V. 24. ' iJohn v. 20. • Rom. x. 10. 

J I John V. 1. 
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of the believer before God is truly 
blefsed. He is manifestatively justified 
from all things. God hath forgiven 
him all trespafses. He is freed from all 
cotidonnation. " The law of the spirit 
" of life in Christ Jesus hath made hira 
" free from the law of sin and deaths" 
He shines in Christ, and outshines the 
angels in glory. Having received life 
from the spirit of Christ, he is quickened 
up unto life eternal. The whole body 
of sin within him has received its death- 
wound ; the heart and life-giving influ- 
ence in and throughout every one of 
his corrupt affections are mortified. So 
that he can sing, (though he feels them 
struggling within him) " There is there? 
" fore now no condemnation to them 
" which are in Christ Jesus \" And he 
rejoices at seasons in hopes of the pro- 
mised glory, which the God of all grace 
hath by Jesus Christ called him unto, 
having fully invested him with a right 
and title to it, and a complete meetnefs 
for it : and he saith, by way of encou- 
ragement to him, (let him see and feel 
what he may of his inward corruptions 
and spiritual enemies) " Fear not, I am 
" thy shield and thy exceeding great 
" reward ""." As it respects the experi- 
ence of a regenerate and believing per- 
son, especially when first brought home 

? Rom. viii. 2. ▼ Rom. viii. 1. T' Gen. xy. 1. 
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to God by ein^ctual callings it coiisistv 
in, aitd may be exprefsed as containing 
the following iuiportant inward percep- 
tions. The person feels, and is sensibb 
hf the effectual change wrought in th« 
mind, viz. that he is pafsed from a state 
of darknefs into a state in 'which God'd 
marvellous light shines and enlightens 
htm. He finds himself a new creature 
in Christ Jesu^y in a new worlds and 
entered on a new and spiritual state ;—» 
that he hath a new heart given him^ new 
aifections and desires formed withia 
liiin,«^that old things are pafsed away, 
and all things aie become new; He 
clearly perceives, that lie was once dark-^ 
iiefs, but that he is now tight in the 
Lord. In the light of everlasting life 
l>e clearly sees the whole world out of 
Christ is in the arms of the wicked one^ 
,< — that all have sinned and comeshort of 
the glory of God) and that by the deedd 
of the law no flesh living can be justi-* 
fied. Which tmths enter into his very 
soul, form a triic part of his experience, 
and lead him »to admire the grace of 
God in opening his eyes, in awaken^ 
ing his mind, and in shewing him the 
way to experience the blefsings of par- 
don and salvation by faith in Christ Je- 
sus. A true sight of sin comes from the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit^^and is the 
^ruit of spiritual life imparted ia lege- 



/ ^ytiiMti. And believing on tlie Lord 

''^ ^?s«s Chrbt is the btst^ and may be 

, }A to be the only ecidenci of our rege*- 

'''' y 'ration, because all other fruits and ef^ 

ts truly spiritual flow from it. Hence 

the apostle John says, " Whosoever be^ 

^* lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is born 

^* of God"." 

Regeneration is faith in the habit : and 
the exercise of it in believing on the 
Son of God is the evidence and manifest 
proof of inward regeneration^ Now it 
fornix and constitutes a peculiar part of 
the experience of oiie who is new-born 
to think much of Christ, of his love, and 
toost precious bloodshedding. The Hol^ 
Chost forms and creates in the newly 
enlightened mind some precious thoughts 
of Christ, and draws them forth as h^ 
leads the new-born person to meditate 
on some portions of Sevipture,- in which 
Christ is revealed; so that he is by the 
secret and mysterious influence of the 
Holy Ghost engaged in thinking otk 
Christ just as most exactly suits h\H 
case. And the subject is found in real 
experience, especially at first, to bfe 
Christ crucijied. Jesus in his bloody 
sweat — as made sin — ad having been: 
Wounded in soul and body, when he sus^ 
tained the whole curse and punishment 
due to the sins of all his people^ is what 

*1 John V. 1.- 
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the mind dwells chiefly on. The new-born 
soul takes its life from Christ's death,—- 
Its health add cure from Christ's wounds, 
—its purity from Christ's blood-shed- 
jng, and its consolations from Christ^ 
sorrows, agony, and bitter pafsion. By 
these views of Christ, and as the mind is. 
engaged in spiritual meditations there- 
on,' the Holy Ghost exalts Christ in the 
heart, and makeja him ineffably precious. 
So that Paul's experience and high priz.- 
ings of Christ now suit the case and 
frame of the new-born soul, that can 
join him, saying, " God forbid that I 
*^ should glory, save in the crofs of our 
" Lord Jesus Christ^" And the 
Holy Ghost lets in a view, and gives a 
sense and enjoyment of the Father's 
everlasting love upon the mind, as he 
creates views of it in the conceptions of 
the new-bom soul from the following 
pafsage of holy writ. " God so loved 
" the world, that he gave his only be- 
*' gotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
" on him should not perish, but have 
"everlasting life^" On this inestima- 
ble love, exprefsed in this ineffable gift, 
the mind is for a season swallowed up, 
lost in wonder, and filled with admira- 
tion. Yea, there are seasons with the 
believer, when his silence speaks his 
praise. What he sees in this love, feels^ 

^Gal.vi. 14, 'Johniii. !(?• 
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and. enjoys of it, exceeds all exprefsioiK 
In the enjoyments of it, -sin is perfectly 
hated, self perfectly hid, the world 
trampled on, the heart perfectly happy, 
and the soul is filled with ioy unspeak- 
able and full of glory. Thus the Holy 
Ghost is pleased to reveal Christ, and in 
due season to shed forth the glories and 

ticrfections of his righteousnefs, and to 
ead the ntiad of the believer to fix it* 
self on him, aod cleave to him, as his 
Tighteousnefsjfor ever and ever. 

In believing on the Lord Jesus it 
pleases the Father to manifest his par* 
doning mercy, which is received and 
enjoyed in the hearing and believing of 
God in the simplicity of his own word ; 
wherein he says, "I have blotted out as 
" a thick cloud thy transgrefsions, and 
" as a cloud thy sins: return unto me 
"for I have redeemed thee*." Which 
as it was uttered upon the footing of 
Christ's atonement, so it is made known 
in its divine efficacy to the regenerate 
in their believing on Jesus. Peter tell^ 
us, " To him give all the prophets wit* 
" nefs, that whosoever believeth in him 
"shall receive remifsion of sins^" 
When these words, " I will be merciful 
" to your unrighteousnefs, and your sins 
"and your iniquities will I remember 
" no more," are received by faithi 

* Isaiah jOiv. 22. . ? Acts x. 43. 
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ttirough iBe influence of the Holy 
Ghost) the soul hath a inanifestat] ve 
ftppfehenslon of God's pardoning mercj, 
and from the experience of it is fed td 
break forth thus, *^ Who is a God like 
^' unto thee, that pardon^th intqnityi 
'^ and pasfseth by the transgrefsion of 
"* the remnant of his heritage, lie re* 
taineth not his anger (br ever, because 
he delighteth in mercy ^" So that 
the bleCsings of that state, into which 
the believer is brought when born of 
God, are as follow. As a partaker of a 
spiritual birth, he hath a nature inhe^i' 
rent in his soui, which cannot sin v — ia 
>iwhich ali grace and bolinefs are con^ 
tained. He is sanctified by the indwell^ 
ing of the Holy Ghost. He is in a state of 
justification, and therefore he is blefsed: 
for the Lord himself says, " Blelsed id 
" the man whose iniquities are forgiveii, 
** and whose sins arc covered. Blcfsed 
** is the man to whom the Lord will not 
** impute sin^" He is favoured with a 
spiritual view of the righteousnefs of 
Jesus, which leads him to count alt 
things but iofs and dung in comparisod 
with Christ and his obedience unt6 
death. 

The blefsing of adoption belongs to 
him, and he cannot but admire this 
tnarvellous giace, winch God has be- 



stowed niost freely upan him. He ha^ 

union with Christ and God in hlnii^ 

which the Holy Ghoet makes evident 

by th^ communion, which the believer 

hath with the Son and with the Father 

in him, through his divine indwelling in 

the soul. In Christ the believer h 

built up^ and builded together for atl 

habitation of God tlirough tlie Spirit.' 

And h\s comforts are the fruits and ef« 

fects of these blefsings, which he i$ 

made a free partaker of, and put into 

actual po&eision of, when it is given, 

unto him to betieve in tlie Lof d J esus 

for everlasting life. The God of hope 

iUis hUn with all joy and peace in be* 

lieving) and he abounds in hope through 

the . power of the Holy Ghost. These 

peculiar comforts, which the $oul hath 

the first enjoyment of upon its return 

to God, flow from the sight and sense it 

hath of its salvation from sin, of its- de^ 

liverance from its fanner state, and of 

its being delivered from, the wrath to 

come. They chiefly consist in a sense 

of God's pardoning mercy, m an enjoy^- 

fuent of his peace which surpafseth aM 

understanding, in an apprehension of 

free, full, and plenteous redemption in 

the blood of the Lamb^ and in sweet 

intercourse ^nth .Christ,- which produces 

wasm .&aimes, and truly c0mifoctable im- 
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prefsions, aiid feelings. So that ffom 
the testimony of sense, as well as from, 
the record which God hath given of his 
Son, the believer cries out with rapture, 
'' Behold God is my salvation, I will 
*' trust and not be afraid; for the Lord 
" Jehovah is my strength and my song ; 
** he also is become my salvation^" 
The soul is now admitted to know and 
feel that the love of Christ pafseth 
knowledge. Thus, the kingdom^ which 
consists in righteousne/s, and peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghost^ is enjoyed in 
the believer's heart. The Holy Ghost 
brings down into the mind, and sheds 
abroad therein the love of God, He 
reveals Christ in the word and by the 
word to the believer, as his hope of 
glory, opens to his view the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ, shews him that his 
every lust, even the whole body of sin, 
hath received its death- wound, giving 
him to experience, that " They that are 
" Christ's, have crucified the flesh with 
"its affections and lusts V that the 
death of Christ extends its influence 
oyer the whole body of sin and death, 
and gives him to see, that living by 
faith on Christ is the life and spriiig of 
all s|>irituality. He opens to his view 
this inestimable truth, that whom Je- 

. f Isaiah xii. 2. f Gal. v, ?^. 
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hovah did "predestinate, them he also 
called, and whom he called, them he 
also justified, and whom he justified 
f' them he also glorified," teaching him 
herefrom that effectual calling proceeds 
from, and is the first evidence of elec- 
tion, that manifestative justification fol- 
lows upon effectual calling, and that 
3uch are as fully entitled to Heavep, as 
though they were instated in glory; 
which blefsed lefsons the Holy Ghost 
accompanies with divine power and 
comfort, so that the believer rejoices in 
God, " Through our Lord Jesus, by 
*' whom he hath now received the atone- 
"ment«/' 

O my soul ! here is matter for won- 
der, gratitude, and praise, which thou 
inayest well exercise thyself in. Yet 
when thou hast done thy best, the sub- 
ject and the grace of it will exceed all 
blefsing and praise. Thou canst notex- 
prefs thy sense of the subject better 
than by an addrefs to the Holy Trinity 
for their inestimable grace! O, thou 
God and Father of all thy family in 
Heaven and earth ! They are all orie in 
Christ Jesus, and thou lovest them all 
in him with one and the same everlast- 
ing love and invariable affection. Thou 
art pleased to bring them in thine own 

s Rom. V. 11. 
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good time itito th« ktngcloin of thy deap 
Son. I praise thee for thy Jove to me 
IS Jesus. I adore thee for thy mercy 
in sending down the Holy Ghost into 
my heart, and for making me a par-* 
taker of a spiritual birth, whereby I am 
capacitated for the enjoyment of thy 
love, and to hold communion with thee 
by faith in Christ Jesus through the 
gracious influences of thine eternal spi- 
rit. I would present my best praises to 
thee, O thou blcfeed Jesus ! who art the 
Son of the Father, in truth and ie^e, 
that I am born into thy kingdoHi of 
grace, made a partaker of thee, and 
brought into communion with thee. O 
thou Sf>irit of Jehovah ! it is to thee I 
owe my second birth and every faculty 
of the new man. O thou divine spirit 
of all grace ! I Wefs thee for quicken- 
ing me with new and spiritual life, for 
enlightening the eyes of my mind to 
know Jesus, and the Father's love in 
him, — for revealing Christ in me, and 
giving me a view of him, as the ever- 
lasting treasury of grace and glory. Se- 
cure all the praise to thyself, and go oa 
to shew me nwre of the riches of tlic 
Father's love and glory, and exalt ia 
tny heart the Saviour's work and ful- 
fieft. Let me set the crown of g^race 
and glory on the liead of Jesus, and be 
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engaged in crowning him daily in heart 
and life, by living in constant depend- 
ance on him. Grant this, Holy Spirit, 
to the honou/'of the Father and the 
Son, to whom as co-equal and co-eternal 
m one j£HOVAH be everlasting praise; 
Amen* 
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CHAP. V. 

Of t/u peculiar Tempiatiom and AJbomIu 0/ 
Satan against the regenerate and believing 
child of God, whose frames and feelings are 
described and stated agreeably to what is re- 
corded of them in the written l^ord. 

THE regenerate and believing child 
of God is brought into that state, 
-which is truly great and blefsed. Look- 
ing at what the Lord hath done for 
him, and other regenerate ones, he may 
well break forth with rapture and say, 
** Who is like unto the Lord our God, 
" who dwelleth on high ? who humbleth 
*^ himself ta. behold the things that are 
"in Heave», and in the earth ! He 
raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 
and lifteth the needy out of the dung- 
" hill; that he may set him with princes, 
** even the princes of his people*," In 
the state of grace, to which he is ad- 
mitted, all the persons in the Godhead 
are pleased to hold communion with 
him. The sacred Three entertain him 
with their loves, give him sweet enjoy- 
ment thereof, cause their goodnefs and 
glory to pafs before him, and, in divine 
fellowship with the Father in his ever- 

» Psalm cxiii. 5, 6, 7. 
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lasting love, v^ith the Son in his salvaltion, 
aiid irith the Holy Ghost in his gracious 
gifts and consolations, he receives and 
emoys sorjne df the sweetest exprefsions 
of everlasting love, which can be cqm- 
tnnnicated on this s>de Heaven, and 
-^hicb can never be exceeded till time is 
swallowed up in eternify, and earth ex- 
changed for Heaven. The God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
blefsed for evermore, is the believer's 
God and Father also; and he blefses 
hitii, S6 that his title is, " The blefsed 
^* of the Lord, which made Heaven and 
^' earth^" God, as his own God, lifts 
Up the light of his reconciled counte- 
nance 6n him, causes his face to shine 
0tk hinfe in his beloved Son, and reflects 
it ho patv^erfully and divinely on his 
mind as to make him truly happy. His 
iieart is filled with a sweet enjoyment of 
the father's everlasting love, his mind 
ivith a divine persuasion of his mercy, 
tnd he hath an enjoyment of his peace 
which surpafseth all understanding, so 
Ifeat he finds himself in the suburbs of 
Heaven, favoured with a foretaste of 
eternal glory. The same sun of ever- 
lasting righteousnefs, whose shine makes 
Heaven what it is, and whose continual 
shine is the heaven of heavens to saints 
in glory, shinesf also on and within him. 

** Psahn cxv. 13. 
G 2 
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The person of Jesus is the. glory 6f Hca- 
yen. He is the holy, of holies. The vi- 
sion of him is the perfection of endlefs 
tlifs. The believer has a view of him 
by faith. The salvation of Christ. he 
glories in. The victories and triufti^is 
of Jesus afford him unuttera,ble joy. 
The same Eternal Spirit dwells in him 
■which dwells in saints in glory. The 
difference between him and his brethren 
is this. He is in a state of grace in the 
Icingdom and patience of Jes^us. Christ : 
they are iu a state of glory. The be- 
liever in the state of gra^e hath cotprau-* 
nion with Christ and the Father in him 
through the spirit, suitably to his case, 
wants, miseries, corrupti^ps, tempta- 
tions, trials, and experiences. In the 
state of glory communion with • the 
Eternal Three is carried on agreeably to 
the state the child of Qod is in, ^and 
there it consists more immediately in the 
vision of Christ's person, and in giving 
him unceasing praise and glory for his 
finished salvation. Here on earth, as no 
state or frame of mind fits the bpliever- 
for communion with Christ more than a 
total and perfect renunciation of self,^ 
accompanied withdeep loathing and ab- 
horrence of all that he is in himself, ab* 
stracted from Christ; so nothing fits the^ 
Boul more for glory and a blefsed im* 
mortality than a will, wrought in the 
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sXiuT byUheSpirtt of God, to giv^'th* 
entire glpiy of salvation-work to JE- 
HOVAH JESUS; rejoicing in his wear- 
ing the cfoWn and receiving the whole 
prmse of saving from sin, satan, thd 
world,- death, and hell, for ever and 
even Our Jesns, who by his expiatory 
oblation,' bloody sweat, soul-sorrows, 
blbodshedding, atid obedience unto 
death, hath blotted out the sins of his 
people, sairh to the believer, "I am' 
^'tte 'Lord that'healeth thee." Yea,' 
blefsmgs on hidi! Virtue goes forth 
continually -from him to heal every 
wound ill' his believing children, that 
sin hath made or can pofsibly make.- 
This the ' believer hath some sweet ex- 
perience of He believes the blood of 
Chriist is his Everlasting purity, — that 
the righteousnefs of Christ is his ever- 
lasting perfection before God, and that^ 
as in Christ and as one with him, he 
could not be more blefsed by him, or 
safe in him, if he was in eternal glory: 
believing this causes him to rejoice in 
the Lord and to be exceeding joyful in: 
Jestfs, the rock of his salvation. The 
spirit of adojitioii is given unto him, he . 
calls God his Father, and is led to praise 
him for his pardoning mercy, which 
even in bis own particular case is above 
the earth and Heavens. Such is Jeho- 
vah'js love iiv pardoning sin, that it ex- 
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eeeds the power of all tW eject ii^ 
eternity to thank him equally to th^ 
greatnefs of the benefit received. WhiUt 
the child of God is svyeetly jencomp^fsed 
lu the arms of ^verlastiqg inercy, ap4 
his mind entertained aiid richly, felted 
"^ith spiritual apprehen^ioni^ pf CnrUt^9 
love and sacrifice, looking to the glori? 
iier of Jesus to be led ^nd guided by 
Itiim into all truth, satan looks on with 
envy, rage, and malice. Jt is the Lord'^ 
revealed will, that his beloved ^nd called 
pnes should honour him chiefly in $t vf^p 
of believing his testimpny, receiving hi$ 
record cpncerning his Sp% and Hitting 
their $eal to his i^piuutabl^ ^nd ipfalU^le 
truth. Therefore he permits the^n, it 
the course of their walking with hin^ 
as their reconciled God and Father, to 
he opposed, afsault^d, and resisted by 
satan, to the intent they may have fult 
experience, a|id learp practically, that 
salvation is wholly out of themselves^ 
that it resides wholly in the person, that 
it is cpntained in the finished work of 
Christ, that it is treasured up with att 
its blefsings in the fulnefs of hin\ who. 
Juliet h all in all, and that they are to re- 
ceive the whole of it, aud be happy in 
the enjoyment of it, ^tirely in believ- 
ing on Jesus to the saving of the s'omK 
When thisi love hath been maiaifested tq^ 
^ poor ^inper„ it drawi^^ out the. imfila^ 
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cable malice and hatred of the dcTit 
It is a sufficient motive with him to 
bate with a peculiar hatred those whom 
the Lord loves. When a sinner is turned 
from darknefs to light and from the 
power of satan unto God, all hell is 
alarmed. Satan immediately begins to 
rage; and though ibr a season he may 
be restrained from making a formal at- 
tacky and entering into a personal and 
formal combat wiUi the new-born per- 
son, yet he only forbears, because under 
lestraint, or, that he may work the 
more craftily and succefsfully against 
feim. It pleases the Lord for a seasotl 
to screen his child, newly brought intd 
his family, from satan's temptations and 
afsaults, to the end he may be the better 
prepared for them, when ne shall be ex*- 
crcised with them. -A t the believer's first 
entrance into the state of grace, and on 
the enjoyments of those blefsings which 
belong to the called of God in Christ 
Jesus, he knows but little of that body 
of sin and death, which he is the sub- 
ject of. It is with him when newly 
converted and turned to the Lord, aft 
though all sin were entirely dead in him* 
He feels no stirrings of corruptions. God 
is his exceeding joy. He draws near to 
him,— approaches the throne of grace 
with great frequency arid delight,-^pray$ 
with great freedom and affection, — en- 
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joys'mucli sensible comfort,— reads the 
word, and finds his heart sweetly melted, 
and his affections sensibly, stirred within 
him, especially when Chi^st and his suf- 
ferings are the subjects contained in 
those portions of it before him. The 

Promises make a divine imprefsion on 
is mind. The ordinances are greatly 
prized by him ; and he enjoys much sweet* 
nefs in them. His affections are lively; 
His heart is warm. His frames are very 
comfortable. His conversation is in 
Heaven. His language is " Come and 
" hear, all ye that fear God, and I will 
" declare what he hath done for my 
"soul^" 

And thus, like as when the Lord 
brought his people out of Egypt, he led 
them not through the land of the Phi- 
listines, although that was near, that 
they might not be discouraged. So it 
pleases him, in hisspiritual dealings with' 
a new convert, to be very gracious to 
him in keeping out of sight those trials 
and sorrows, which will more or lefs be- 
fal him in his walk heavenward. He 
sees no danger. He fears no evil. The* 
Lord goes before him as his guide. The 
God of Israel is his i-ereward. And like 
as the Israelites,- when they had pafsed 
safely through the Red Sea, looked and 
saw their enemies dead on the shore, bci- 

. . *^ Psalm Ixvi. Iff* 



lievied tte'LoTd and sang his praise; so* 
does the believer in Christ. He says, 
'* I will SrVng unto the Lord ; for he hath 
'^ triumphed gloriously. The Lord is. 
^[ my strength and my song, and hfe is 
^* become ray salvation. He is my God 
"and I will exalt him." This confounds* 
satanand: provjokes him to withstand 
him; for the appropriating language, 
** My Grod)" he. hates with tl>e mo«t 
implacable hatred. For a season he is 
forced to forbear, but heonly waits for; 
whj^t he considers a suitable occasion to 
make an afsault on th6 converted per- 
son. And in like manner as when God 
bore his testimony to the divine sonship 
of Christ, and the* Holy Ghost sealed 
that testimony by his inward witnefs to 
the Mefsiah's mind concerning it, he 
was soon. questioned by satan, who put 
an IF- upon it, *' If thou be the Son of' 
** God;" so, the same evil-one, on the 
testimony of the Spirit*s being received 
iiito the heart, ^^ Thou art a Son of 
** God and an heir of glory," the devil 
aims to call this in question. It is one 
of his peculiar aicid almost universal 
temptations, with which he more or 
lefsafsaAilts the holy brethren : and there* 
are seasons in the believer's experience, 
ivhich.suit satan to make such a tcmpta-' 
tipn.'very succefeful. : The believer after* 
a while is permitted iby the ' Lord, to feep 



y^h^t be ia itt himself. Hie se^ aiid Mb 
that in his fallen B^tti^re dwelkth no^ 
t^ing that h good. ThiS' give9 {proat 
QCcasioQ of grief, damps the beliexer s 
l>oly joy in the Lord, lefsens those IWely 
s^ffectiocvs, which, the child of God had 
experienced^ and thus a way is openeci 
for Satan's renewed temptatio^a; vihicb 
peculiarly consist in %httng against 
the believer's faith Mixd joy in God. At 
^xst, the l>eliever being in a new worlds 
experiencing such a powerful change ia 
his soul, and finding nothing bot. light 
and joy in the Lord, is very greatly af* 
ifected. Wh^n those sensible ajS^ctions 
to divine and heavenly enjoynoejataabate, 
(some of which are not so much supei*^ 
i^atural as natural) he begins to feci a 
atrange alteration in his mind ; at whit^ 
satan begins to suit bis temptations ac** 
c.ordingly. lie puts on the app-earanee* 
of an angel of light, complimeata hkn 
upoin what he has enjoyed^ ajiid saggestsi 
that it looks as though he had hc€f^ 
more than highly fay^ured of the Lo£d, 
seeing his affections. have been highly 
raised after heavenly things^, hisr. zeal 
very great, hisr devotion very, singiihu'^ 
his joy s siiperahundaAity his sins unightily 
subdued, and his mind quite, deadtraeii 
to the world. fiut> at the same time, he 
charts this^ thought into, the mind^ timty 
it^lQwingaU; thisjto l4^^;StiiiCt])[ trise^ yet 
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thfe case IS very greatly altered, that old 
corruptions are still inherent, that it ii 
a matter of question, if they were truly 
mortified, that, if God loved, surely hid 
love, being unchangeable, the enjoy-^ 
Inent of it would be so also, and iii 
short that things are not what they were. 
Then, together with this, he insinuates^ 
it is a pofsible case that the soul may 
have been deceived, that its apprehen- 
sive sense of pardoning mercy may havd 
been notional, itid views of Christ alto-* 
gether delusion, and its joys all fanciful. 
Which do secretly operate on the mind, 
ftnd influence the lieart and affections as 
to add great force to the energy of his 
tISmptationSi For, in all this, satan*i^ 
hand is not seen. The converted per- 
son reasons on if, Concludes it is his case, 
boks into himself, and searches to find 
some good thing there towards the Lord 
God of Israel ; but, in his old nature he 
finds no change. Now satan breathes 
Irith his helli!<h breath on the inward 
<?orruptioii of the mind; by which 
Iti^ans it is excited, quickened, and 
drawn fortb. He draws the eye of the 
Iftind to look on it. Then he pretend* 
fo pi^each the exceeding sinfulnefs of it. 
'This alarms the believer, who looks so 
much at it as to be overcome by it, 
Wliich niakes way for the devil to ac- 
<^u«a. He kiiows that the conscience 
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being defiled with guilt will breed ten 
thousand jealousies in the heart. Now 
he throws off his appearance of an angel 
of light, and proceeds boldly to cliarge 
home actual sin on the converted per-! 
son, asksy what he thinks of himself and 
state now, — if this is the fruit of his 

Eretended conversion, — if he can jaow be 
old to call God his Father,— rwhich, 
being accompanied with much hellish 
influence, puzzle and . perplex the* be- 
liever, and cause him ta doubt his adopr 
tion into the family of Heaven,. Thus 
the devil, having made a breach in 
the Spirit, goes on working from time 
to time, secretly and imperceptibly up- 
on the body of sin in every faculty, 
sense, and affection of it, with a. designs 
to draw tlie believer; into the actual 
commifsion of evil. He is very atten- 
tive to the believer, ,marks him well,, 
studies him- accurately,, makes conclu- 
sions concerning him, tries experimentsi 
on him, discharges bis whole artillery 
against him, and is in np, part of his 
skill and practice mare succefsful, tbai^ 
by his sly, legal insinuations.. From thej 
moment he can perceive any* souls to 
be truly translated into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son,, he attends very parti- 
cularly to what their views of gospel-r 
grace are, with tlieir profefsions, expe- 
WM^ces, and enjoyments of the same^^ 
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He feels the pulse of their minds to find 
out particularly what their besetting sins 
and weaknefses are., And having dis- 
covered this, which is of vast import-^ 
ance to him, because heliereby knows 
the better how to suit his temptations^ 
he never fails to improve it; succefsful 
or not succefsful, it is all one with him, 
as it respects his improvement on iV 
That vaiiety of experience, which the 
Lord's people hare of the wiles and ma-* 
lice of this their sworn and constant 
adversary, may be ascribed and attri- 
buted to this personal application of his' 
for finding out the peculiar constitution,: 
inclination^ and besetting sin of every 
individual believer, together with hi* 
various modes of temptations and as- 
saults upon them. To sum up the pe- 
euliar temptations and afsaults of the: 
regenerate and believing child of God:^ 
satan tempts him to doubt concerning, 
his regeneration^ telling him plainly by) 
his secret ^viorkings on the mind, that it 
is very difficult for him to prove that Ae 
u barn of God; as it is exprefsly said,^ 
*^Hc that is born of God cannot com-; 
" mit sin ;" whereas he has sinned since? 
heprofefsed to be born again. He adds- 
also, that all allows ^^ If any man be in^ 
" Christ, he is a new creature;" which, i 
'^Kith all his profefsion^ he cannot find) 
himself to bC; seeing; he ha^ .the same 



6ld' hearC and spirit, the same' lusts anA 
corruptions within him as ever. As it 
ipespects his profefsion of being ajusti-* 
fied and pardoned person, satan suggests 
this is very doubtful, because the be« 
liever himself hath at times his inwardi 
doubts concerning it. This, says satan^ 
thou knowest, that after the sweet seasons 
of refreshment, as thou eallest them, 
thou hast lost the relish and sense of the 
same: yea, to my knowledge and thy 
shame, thou hast fallen by thy besetting 
sin. Satan a&aults the soul in the very 
use of God's ordinances. If the soul 
enjoy liberty in prayer, freedom in spi^ 
rit, and exercise the mind withouli 
bondage and distrefs, then he will trr 
to prevail on it to be well pleased witff 
its own performances. If much eom^ 
fert and joy be bestowed^ he will try to 
get the child of God to live on them,, 
aind rest in them. If there be no free* 
dom in prayer, then he will make use of 
A\$ ch-cumstance by way of dtstrefs;- 
When God is pleased, on some peculiar 
seasons of grace^ to shine upon the re^ 
generate, and enl%hten the mind with' 
some high, sopernatural, and exaited 
Tiews of his Jove, the person of Chrig|^< 
bis glories, work, salvation, grace, fat*' 
nefs, und perfection, so that the believer^ 
enjoys more than ordinary communioiv 
' ' F^iAetySoUf and Uoly Ghost f ixnk 
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tnediately sat^n Trilt make air attack up^ 
Qn the child of God He will eitber 
aim to puiF htm up tb^teby, and fill him 
ivith spiritual pride; or, ne will by his 
$ecret wiles stir up corruption wtthiii 
him, ajud cast in some, of his fiery darts 
to inflaoie and scorch, the mind, aad 
then ask the believer, what he thinks of 
himself now,— -what he i^ more than 
others, --'What sort of communion with 
God he can bave^ when bis corruptions 
ate as easily stirred and drawn forth ai 
ever. Satan has an art, and most fse-t 
quently exercises it towards the person 
born of God; and it is tliis,. viz. to 
turn the very seripiureft themselves 
against the* believer, by putting his own 
gloises^and comments on them, and by 
his subtle and. false appltcatioas of thenK 
to. the mtnd; and Ixereby be prevails 
moslu with' the regenerate. Because, it is 
ikQt S3 easy to detect him, when be 
wxnrksi like an angel of light, as whes 
he falls upon his hellish projects and 
afsauks, like a roar ii^ lion. When we 
reidew his titles, and what ia related of 
l^si positer,, rage, and wrath^ in the 
wisitteB word; aad how be is indefa- 
tigable night and day to distress to th^ 
icttennmrt the child, of God, it leadtr 
US to consider that we are in contt^ 
mtat; danger* from hinu He is calted^ 
" TAe oidw^sntr " Tim Gad of this 
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''world,*' ^'iSatani' '' The deml,\' awl 

** the deceiver y which deceiveth thewholt- 

'^wortdj^' yea, the whole wo$^^ i, e; 

the world of persons out :of Christ, who 

are sard to be in the arms of the » wicked 

one^ He is' filled with gfeat rage against 

tlie* saints : all the persecutions which 

have been raised againist ^them are 

a proof of it. The immutable enmity 

between his seed and the seed of the 

woman is a continual evidence of it. He 

is" the princeof the power of the air,**' 

and has whole legions of fallen spirits at 

his command, and under his controuL 

He is " that spirit which worketh in the. 

'^children of disobedience.'} There is 

not a sin they commit, but his hand i^ 

in it Peter, though an apostle of Jesush 

Christ,* was so fiercely assaulted by this^ 

common adversary, who wanted to swal* 

low him up, that he givesus a solemi^. 

warning to be on the watch and guards 

against him, saying, " Be sober,^ be/vr-' 

*^gilant; because your adversai^ the* 

** devil, as a roaring Iron, walketh about 

** ^eeldng^whom he may devour. Whom^ 

*< resist stedfast in> the faith, kno3|(^ing. 

" that the same afflictions are accom"^ 

*^ plished in yoirr brethren, that are in 

*^ the worlds '' Satan's temptations ai^ 

to ^am/^^: afflictions.. Yet wo. are neven 

X^m^edyi but sin. is quickened, j eveni 
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thoitgli ' we 'may be preserved - from falb 
ing by it. Sometimes satan engages the 
soul in a particular combat He attacks 
it on a particular season. In a short time 
be departs, and seem& to leave the soul 
without any further afsault on it, when; 
after a long cefsation, and the believer 
hath been kept going on with a high 
hand towards the city of habitation, all 
on a sudden be returns, renews his as-^ 
saults, interrupts the believer's commu* 
nion with God, and then preaches to 
him in this legal manner, saying, You 
cannot be the Lord's, — do not be pre* 
sumptuous, — hast thou never heard that 
despair hath slain its thousands, and pre^ 
sumption its ten thousands? Knowest 
thou not that it is written, " Without 
" holinefs no man shall see the Lord?'' 
Sure, says this arch deceiver, you can* 
not look into your heart and say, you 
are Holy*. In such insinuations as these 
consist the very depths of satan^s wiles 
and stratagems, as it respects his afsault^ 
on a child of God; which suggestions 
operate on the believer's mind to his very 
great distrefs. He forgets the one ever* 
lasting foundation, neglects the exercise 
of his faith' on the perpetual virtue and 
efficacy of Christ's most precious blood* 
shedding, is led oflF from the simplicity 
which is in Christ Jesus, has his eye off 
Christ, .looksintQ himself for that:whicjl|:- 
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€an only be found in Jesus, legalizes t%6 
word of the gospel, makes useof it against 
himself^ and tluis satan gains his end by 
keeping him at a distance from Christ. 
Hereby the believer s mind is affected, 
shut up, and contracted, in consequence 
of harbouring some secret jealousies con* 
cerning the lore of Christ. The Child of 
God, in such a case, says, O what a depth 
of corruption ! what a fountain of impu« 
rity is within me! I once thought my«* 
self among the ntimber of the renew** 
cd and called people of God, looked on 
mvself as sanctified by faith which is in 
Christ Jesus, but alas ! such a sight and 
sense of my inward sinfulnefs and coT^ 
f uption have been discovered to me in 
the hour of temptation, that I know not 
^hat to say or think of myself and state! 
I am vile in my own eyes, so that I can- 
not but most heartily loathe and abhor 
myself. And if I be thus exceedingly 
sinful, vile, and loathsome in my own 
sight, what must I be in the eyes of an 
holy God ? Sure I am, the language of 
Job well becomes me, and fitly exprefses 
my experience ; " Behold, I am vile, I 
^* abhor myself, I will lay mine hand 
'* upon my mouth." The mind, thus 
deeply affected with the experience it 
hath of the body of inward corruption, 
and inwardly opprefsed by the devil 
through his temptations and fiery as^ 



vaults, is in hj^avincfs for a'sfason^ 9tii 
there is a necdsity for it. By this meaa 
the believer learns to know himself. He 
feels his great need of Christ. Those 
words from the mouth of his dear Lord 
serve tQ sustain him, " My grace is sufv 
" fici^Qt for thee." The temptations and 
ftfsault^ of ^atan, with which the believer 
hath been exercised, through the divine 
influence of the Holy Ghost have done 
hina good: they have produced ^uch 
frames and feelings, as will ever serve to 
\^\»f(ibij^ him and keep him Iom? in his own 
f»y€«, Hi^ mind is emptied of all high 
l^oughts concerning himself. His fram6 
§{ h^art: is meek and lowly. He viewi 
|iim3elf to be the least of saints and th6 
chief of sinners. The publican's pmyelr 
suiH his feelings as wellas hisxase, and 
\ke offers it up with the eniergy of the 
S^plrit, ** God be merciful unto me a sin- 
** iier," through the propitiatory sacrifice 
of thy coequal Son. In the valley of 
humiliation he prizes Christ's refresh^ 
ings^ When under darknefs and in souU 
4istrefs without spiritual consolations 
ittch a seripture is this is prized beyond 
the gold of Ophir; " For a small mo* 
** ment have I forsaken thee; but with 
^' great mercies will I gather thee. lu 
♦* aiUttle wrath I hid my fiace ftom thee 
** fer a. moment ; but with everlasting 
** kiflcji^pft mil I have mcwy on the^ 
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Vwith tlic Lowithy ttcddemer'.'* 'H« 
experiences that the flesh lusteth against 
the spirit. . He feels the effects of it, 
'which leads him to see diat hi$ salvatioti 
is all of grace, and that He needs Jesu^ 
ever y. moment QXiA far everi/ thing, T\\t 
jexperience whic^h he hath of himtelf with 
the rage and malice of satan against hinl 
<mly increases his importunity at the 
throne. He is poor and needy, and as 
fiuoh he betakes himself to the Lord, and 
finds a promise which exactly suits his 
case, frames and feehngsr** Fear not| 
.^'thou M^orm Jacob, I will help theei 
*^ When the poor and needy seek watery' 
y and there is none, and their tongue 
^^ faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear 
'^^ tbem^ I will open.rivers in high places 
** and fountains :in the midst of ithe'val*^ 
" leys* I will. make the'witdernefsapool 
^^ of water, and the dry land springs of 
^* water \" Tlie fulfilment ot'wbich pro- 
mise to the believer, in a time of spi- 
ritual need, renders the grace and good 
contained in it most inestimably preci- 
ous.. It gives a proof of God's being 
his God, shews how his eyp i^ on his 
child, is anexprefsion of his mercy^.and 
draws, out the faith and. hope of the be- ^ 
liever into fresh act and exercise; Bo that 
be saith, " Truly; my. souLwaiteth Upoti 
^ God : from himcometh my sal^atidn. 

^ ?• Isa. liv. T; 8. , to lia. xlii*. 14,' i^J- 1«^ 
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In Gpd is my salvation and my glory :: 
*^ the rock trf my strength* and my refugo 
** is in God. Trust in him at all times; 
*^ ye people, pour out your hearts before 
*/ him* God is a refuge for us. Selah !"- 
Thus, in the course^ of the believer's ex- 
perience, a way is opened for his know- 
ing God more fully, as his covenant-* 
God, and for trusting in him under that 
<;haracter. Looking on the promises and 
declarations of grace in Christ Jesus, asr 
so many parts of the covenant, he finds,.; 
that, as there is a time for the execution 
of all God's purposes, so there is for the 
fulfilment of all his exceeding great and 
precious promises, and that some of 
them would remain unknown to him, if 
he were not brought into soul-distrefsr 
Moreover, in some circumstances, he 
prizes^ spiritual J strength more than di- 
vine consolations : and he sees ground 
for thankfulnefs for this promise at all 
times, let his frames and feelings be ever 
^o uncomfortable; " He giveth powef 
" to the faint, and to them that have no 
"might he iijcreaseth str^^ngth." From 
his own experience he can give God the 
honour of saying concerning him, " He 
]V^ is faithful that promised;" and may 
^Ksidd, '^ JJe will not leave me nor forsake 
** me." i have his word for it. To liv^ 
thus by faith on God, as he hath been 
ple^fd to reveal himself in the word, 
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tod to h6id communion with bimf by 
fiiixing faith therewith 18 the gk>ry of 
6uf most holy profef»foii: it is doing 
God tlie utmost honotii-, and giving hini 
the highest glory we caft pofsibly render 
him on this side heaven. 

O my soul ! learn tho*i to httprovi 
this subject daily. Seek to put honour 
en his word by stedfast fstith contiauatly; 
O thou blefted God and Father^ wnd 
keepest covenant for ever, blefsed be thy 
holy name ! thou aft ever mindful of it 
©, look upon the glorious Mediator of 
k, and tiptm me in him ! And, for hid 
flake, bestow on me thy Holy Spirit, at* 
the spirit of promise to put life itita it J 
and send hita to exiplaiii and ap'ply thy 
promtses, as my various cases may re-» 
iquire. I thank thee for appaiuting 
Christ to be the captain of salvatiofi, and 
for calling me to fight ufider his Hsitmtt 
against sin, the woi'ld, and the devil. 
Thou hast provided me with armour of 
|)roof. Lord, clothe me with it. TeSachf 
fne the proper use of every part, and hi 
*>e go forward, fighting the good fight 
6f faith, layilig hold of eternal life. 1 
Ask it for the hdnour of thy g^ac'e, anrf 
'irou?^ ascribe all praise to the Father, 
the Son, aiwi tRe Boly Ghost ; to whom, 
As coequal arid coeterrial in the- unity of 
<me undivided G<!)dhcad, be everlastirig 
glbry> bleTsing,* add woi^ship.- Amen^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

t 

On the manner in which the Holy Ghost earries^ 
on his own most blefsed Work and Office in the 
soul, though it is imperceptible to the believer g 
who is the subject ofit; and how it is open- 
ed to him in subsequent and matured experi-^ 
enetn 

WHEN Ssiomon at the dedication! 
of the temple considered the im« 
measity, bkfsednefs, and majesty of ther 
Eternal Three, he broke out with asto- 
nishment,, saying, ^^ But will God indeed 
" dwell on the earth ? Behold, the heate» 
^•' and heaven of heavens cannot contain) 
^ thee, how much Ie& this house that I 
*»*haTe buildcd*?'' The temple was » 
synn^bol of Christ's body, and a solemn 
pledge of his incarnation. It was aw 
astonishing subject to contempla4:e, that/ 
the second person m the divine e&ence 
would become man and appea^r in our 
world, " God manifest in the flesh.'** 
And it is equally stupendous grace, that 
tie third person in God should, accord- 
ing to the oeconomy of the covenant, 
which obtained between the divine per-* 
sons^ dwell in his people, and thereby 
coosecxate them for fellowship with the 

* lv.Kittg& viii. 427. 
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Father and the Son. This is considered 
one of the great miracles of grace, 
as truly great and divine as the incarna- 
tion of the Soi of God. By it believers 
are the temples of God. " i our bodies," 
says Paul to believers at Corinth, " are 
*' the temples of the Holy Ghost ^" 
When we view and consider the various 
frames of mind which the believer hath 
the inward experience of, with the in- 
ward sight, sense, and feeling, which he 
l^ath from' time to time of his own sin,'^ 
guilt, filth, wounds, and miseries, with 
the spiritual {perception which he hath of 
his heart's apostacy and departure from 
the Lord in his daily walk and warfare, 
it is altogether wonderful to contem- 
plate, how the Holy Ghost is pleased to 
carry on his work of grace with power 
in the regenerate in defiance of all oppo- 
sition. It pleases this divine teacher to 
let the believer have a real sight of what 
he is, as one with the^rst Adam in the 
total corruption of his nature, the rebel- 
lion of his will, and the alienation of his 
heart from God, that he may feel every 
moment his need of Christ and his com- 
plete salvation ; which is the only anti- 
dote for him from all the bitings of the 
old serpetit And all the experience, 
which the believer hath, from the first 
Qioment of his new-birth to. his iavcsti- 

.5 I Cor. vi, 19, 
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ture wrth ^eternal glorj, consists in his 
feeling and knowing, tliat in his fallen 
mature d welleth nothing that is good, and 
that without Christ he cannot in any 
cHse single instance do that which is 
spiritually good. This makes way for 
grace, JreCf sovereign grace, to be 
exalted in the souL Indeed it is the 
good pleasure of the Lord to pursue 
$uch a method with the sinner who is 
called in Chdst Jesus with an holy call- 
ing as will lead him to renounce himself 
in every point of view, and cause him to 
learn this truth so as to practise it on 
earth and in heaven for ever, that " He 
** who gloriethmust glory in the Lord." 
To this very end he is led into the dark 
chambers of imagery in his heart, and 
left to feel the plague of it, deprived of 
sensible manifestations of divine love, 
that he may know his standing is all of 
;race. As in the whole oeconomy of the 
Iteraal Three, in their distinct offices 
and displays of mercy towards the heirs 
of glory, all is of grace; so it is their 
ultimate design and end to exalt the 
exceeding riches of it in their kindnefs 
to the elect in Christ Jesus. Salvation 
nay be said to be founded on the Fa* 
ther's etesnal puipose in Christ Jesus, 
en the personal mediation of the God- 
man, and on the ukl welling of the Holy 
Ghost and his internal operations in the 

H 
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called, regenerate, and believiDg people 
of* God* As election in Christ, which is 
the fruit of the Father's everlasting love 
and his evidence of it to bis elect, is vast, 
mysterious, and divine; so is redemp* 
tion, as wrought out and eternally com- 
pleted by the Son of God in the nature 
and on the behalf of his people. Nor is it 
lefs ineffable grace, which is manifested 
in the office and work of the Holy Ghost, 
originating from and founded on the 
covenant settlements of the Three in Je-^ 
hovah. God the Spirit is in the souls of 
the regenerate, and dwells in them in an 
inexplicable way as the spring and foun*^ 
tain of all spiritual life and quickening, 
and of all holy and divine influences 
within and upon them. Thus they have 
God himself dwelling in them, and mak- 
ing his abode with them, working in 
them to will and to do of his own good 
pleasure. 

It is one of the high prerogatives and 
titles of Jehovah, that he is mindful of 
his covenant, and that he keepeth his 
truth and promise for ever. What he is 
in Christ, and how he stands related to 
his people, as their covenant God and Fa- 
ther in his beloved Son, he hath been 
pleased to reveal and make known in the 
written .word ; in which he hath pro- 
claimed his name, " The Loixi God gra*-: 
^ pious and merciful^ pardoning iniquity, 
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'^ tranisgrefsion, and sin*." In those de- 
clarations of his grace, in the displays of 
his pardoning mercy, and in the exceed- 
ing^ great and precious promises which 
he hath given us therein, it hath pleased 
him to make known to us the exceeding 
riches of his grace towards us in Christ 
Jesus. There is not a sin in the believer, 
not any guilt or corruption, not a wound 
or want, misery or weaknefs, not a cast; 
or single circumstance, but there is a 
provision made for it by the Lord in 
his word, which is his revelation of Je- 
sus Christ, who is just what the word 
describes him to be, an all-sufficient 
Saviour: whose all-sufficiency is most 
gloriously <lisplayed in the word and by 
the word through the Spirit to the heart. 
Christ, as a Saviour, is most divinely 
suited to all in his people. He hath a 
most perfect intuitive ktiowledg^ of all 
their wounds and wants. That faith; 
which is of the operation of the Spirit of 
God, is as a spiritual faculty suited to 
all in Christ, to take in and apprehend 
him so as to find everlasting health and 
salvation in viewing the perfection of his 
wounds and blood. 

The eternal Spirit dwells in us to give 
us a sight and feeling of our sinfulnefs 
and wounds, that we may be continually 
led to Jesus for the whole of our salvar 

* Exodus.xxxiv. 6, 7- i 
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tidn and erfery grace ami benefit tbereof. 
The various cases and frames, which the 
called have the repeated experience of, 
serve as an occasion for tfaeHoly Gliost to 

Erove and manifest the immutability of 
is love to them, O how transcendent is 
this g^ace ! for him to dwell in us» not* 
withstanding we are in our fallen i^ature 
the subjects of sin and death. It is his 
great work and office in the souls of the 
regenerate to gi ve a comprehensive sight 
and sense of what they are ; and he shews 
the believer by a variety of experiences 
how the word of God suits him, and how 
sweetly and suitably the Lord speaks to 
him in it He gives the soul an inward 
relish of the sweetnefs of it, and thus 
leads it to Christ by the word and into 
real communion with Christ by faith ia 
it. Hereby he sweetly shews, that like a$ 
all the sweets scattered throughout the 
whole creation are in their utmost p^- 
fection in Christ ; so all the .grace con- 
tained in the word and promises of God 
IS treasured up in Hira who filleth all iu 
alL As die Holy Ghost carries on his 
most blefsed work in the soul, according 
to his most faithful and true promise iu 
'the word ; so he does it likewise by and 
ivith the word, which he continues to 
put life and light into. There are vari- 
ous acts and influences performed and 
put forth by the Holy Ghost in the soul, 
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which faith hath not the least perception 
of, nor are the effects immediately per- 
ce:iTed. Nothinyr is more sure than that 
the ^ifts and calling of God are without 
repentance, that the Lord doth not for-- 
sake the work of his liands, and that he 
will accomplish in his people all the good 
ple^ure of his will. In the whole work 
of the Holy Ghost within tis and upon 
us we are entirely pafeive. And as we 
could not live a natural life one single 
momenty unlefs the Lord by his continual 
act did breathe in at our nostrils the 
breath of life; so we could not have spi- 
ritual life continued in us,, if the Holy 
Ghost did not continually breathe within 
us ; though this is to us imperceptible. 
The Psalnaist confefseth this truth, say- 
ing, " Who holdcth our soul in life^'\ 
As the whole work of God on the soul, 
in regeneration, conversion, sanctifica- 
tioB, and perseverance to the end, is the 
fruit of the new creation ; so it is styled 
by the apostle a new creature. He says 
to the Galatians, " For in Chrbt Je- 
" 8US neither circumcision availeth any 
** thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new 
" creature^" Now, as no creature can 
support itself, but must receive its sup* 
port and continuance in being from the 
Lord; so must also the new creature; 
And, as die sustentation of the untverso 

> Psalm Ixvi. 9. . ^Gal.ykli. 
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and tlie presentation of it from falling 
into its chaotic state are as great a proof 
of Godhead as creation is itself, being 
equal to a continued act of it; so the 
maintaining of spiritual life in the new- 
bom souly and the drawing of it forth 
into act and exercise, in carrying on the 
•work of faith with power, are a stand- 
ing proof and constant CTidence m the 
regenerate of the eternal power and God- 
head of the Holy Ghost. We should 
study and seek to gain from the inspired 
word a spiritual knowledge of his per-^ 
sonal, relative, and covenant-offices^ 
titles, names, and characters^ that from 
hence we might learn to Avorship him, 
to give him the glory of his distinct per- 
sonality, and honour him for the part 
and office, which he exercises on our 
behalf agreeably to the transactrons of 
the divine and co-efsential Three in the 
well-ordered covenant. It may serve to 
give light and lustre to this great and 
important subject, and imprefs it with 
divine weight and energy on the mind, 
if mention be made, and some account 
given of those names and titles, by 
which this divine agent is denominated 
and spoken of in the written word; 
Some of them exprefs his e&ence and 
personality; some his relation to the 
other co-equal and co-eternal personsin 
the. self-existing efsenc^. Aii^.Qthers^ 
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which are exprefsive of his work and 
office in the everlasting covenant, shew 
how he stands related to his church and 
people, and what they may expect to 
receive from him, as the spirit of grace 
and supplication. 

. It may not be improper to begin with 
that name which is given him, that is 
descriptive of his nature, and exprefsive 
of bis distinct personality in the ipcon^ 
prehensible and £fsential Godhead. Tl^e 
name whereby the third person in the 
Trinity is most commonly known, dis- 
tinguished, and called in Scripture, is 
The Spirit, By this title the third per- 
son in God is denoted both in the Old 
and New Testament. In this name ard 
included and implied his nature, efsence, 
and personality. He is distinguished by 
this appellation in the first chapter of 
Genesis, verse the second, where his dis* 
tinct;personality is very clearly pointed 
out: and this is noticed by* the royal 
prophet in Psalm xxxiii. 6. which is 
Lis comment on the first and second 
verses of the first chapter of Genesis. 
His words are these, *' By the word of 
** the Lord were the Heavens made; and 
^\ all the host of them by the breath of 
V his mouth." In which all the divine 
personalities are thus exprefsed: viz.- 
The Lord, The word of the Lord, and 
the Mr eat h (or. Spirit) of his mouthy 
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irhtch 18 tlie Holy Ohost, who pforeedetli 
from the Father and the Son. What 
Gpd is efsentially, that he is as peraonall j 
considered. God is a Spirii — ^iticom* 
prehensible^ So8aithourLord\ Tboogh 
some good critics in the Greek say, that 
text reads more properly thus. Tie Spirit 
is God. Which name, as peculiarly, 
personally, and properly applied to the 
Holy Ghost, declares the special man* 
net and order of his existence in the in- 
eomprehensible efsence. This is pointed 
out by Christ in the form of baptism 
commanded by him, which is to be per-* 
formed, ''In the name of the Father, 
" and of the Son, and of the Holy 
" Ghost^" Wlierever there is mention 
made of the Holy Spirit, his relation to 
the Father and the Son is included* His 
liames exprefsive of his relation to the 
Father and the Son are, The Spirii of 
the Lord, The Spirit of God, The S]iirit 
of the Liting Gody The Spirit of the 
Father, The Spirit of the Son, and The 
Spirit of Christ. His other names and 
titles are descriptive of his work and 
Ofiice in the ceconomy of grace; such 
as» Thfi good Spirit, The Spirit of Ho-^ 
iinefs, or Holy Spirit, The Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication^ The Comforter^ 
or Jdvocate, The Spirit of Truth, with; 
others exprefsive of his great love to his 

K *Johniv. 24v *>• Mail. xxvHL l^. 
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people. It is good to have the Holy 
Ghost exalted in our minds and hearts, 
that we may worship him with holy 
worship. His distinct personality was 
most particularly notified by that most 
peculiar gift which he bestowed for the 
benefit of his church under the Old 
Testament dispensation, viz. that of 
prophecy. He was ** The Lord God of 
^* the holy prophets." His voice was 
heard by Isaiah, when he was favoured 
with that signal display of grace which 
his owB pen has recorded. The truth 
of the assertion is confirmed by the most 
explicit testimony from the lips of the 
pro{^et himself: *^ Also I heard the 
^' voice of the Lord saying, Wliom shall I 
'* send, aiid who will go for us\*' This is 
applied to the Holy Ghost by an infalli- 
expositorl Christ was the great pro'- 
fnise of the Old Testament: — the testis 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy^ 
Under the New Testamenc^isconomy the 
eternal Spirit hath made clear displays, 
end given divine evidence of his distinct 
personality by descending on Christ in 
a fiery and etherial substance, immedir 
ately after bis baptism, in the form 
and likenefi of a dove; when all Jor- 
DAfsf was. probably illuminated with the 
flame thereof* And also on the day of 
Fenteco^y when be descended on the 

* *kaiah ^i. -$• ^ Acts xxviii. 25. 
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apostles in the form and likenefs oi 
jSery cloven tongues. When the Lord 
Christ had finished his work, was re*- 
ceived up into glory, and seated on the 
right hand of God, and all the elect 
angels and redeemed of the -Lord within 
the vail had been spectators of his 
cordnation and exaltation, and sung, 
'** Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,'' 
he asked of and receired from the Fa- 
ther the promise of the Holy Gliost. 
And our Lord's first act after bis en- 
trance into the holiest of all, and when 
seated on his Mediatorial throne, was 
to bestow the Holy Ghost, and shed 
him abundantly in his gifts and graces 
bn his apostles and saints on the day of 
'Pentecost as the great piromise of tb6 
New Testament. The doctrine of which 
was first published after the . inaugura^ 
tibn of Christ in Heaven by the imme-^ 
diate grace and revelation of the Holy 
Ghost, who accompanied it with his ef- 
fectual power, promise, and ble&ing, 
turning sinners by it from darkntfs un^ 
io lights and from the power of satan 
4into God. * , 

Conversion is the great and constant 
^miracle of grace in the church of the 
'living God. It has been recorded, that 
Henry, the Third of England, and Louis^ 
:<sarnamed St. Louis) tlie Ninth of 
France^ had a, disputatiqu. cooc^rning 



( 155 ) 

the ordinances 6f Prayer and Preach* 
ing, viz. which was the greater. Th©^ 
£iiglish sovereign contended that prayer 
was the greater. The French monarch 
said, that preaching was beyond it* 
And most afsuredly he was right: for it 
is the chief of all ordinances; because 
the whole of Christ is set forth in it, 
and the Holy Ghost puts forth his 
mighty power, and raises sinners there- 
by from a death of sin unto a life of 
righteousnefs. He makes the gospel 
the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth. Through it 
such as believe are brought into a most 
blefsed acquaintance with the mysteiy 
of God, and of the Father, and of 
.Christ; in whom are hidy (or laid up 
for their use) all the t7'easures of zvis^ 
dam and knowledge. The Holy Ghost^ 
as given by the Father, and sent by 
.Christ, is to supply the want of his 
bodily presence with his church on earth. 
Hereby our Lord fulfills his most blefsed 
promise: "Lo, I am with you alway 
"even unto the end of the world. 
" Amen^" This he makes good by his 
Spirit, , who is spiritually present with 
hjs: church,, and equal to all the con- 
<:^rns of it.. He is the author and be- 
stawer of all spiritual gifts on. it He 
rears it up .and builds, it on the one ever*-* 

,r.. .tx \M- > *Matt» xxviJif^CK - • ^ "* * 
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lasting foundation. As his Toice was 
nttered under the Old TestamenC-cUs* 
pensation, so it hath also been under-ihe 
jMew. He is Lord and God who dis^ 
peosies to every man, (i. e. to ail. the 
members of Christ^s visible church) k« 
verally as he will. He is the one living 
Spirit, who, as the spirit of life, quickens^ 
animates, and enlivens the whole mystic 
body of Christ. It is the spirit of pro* 
phecy, which is tlie testimony of Jesitf. 
He is fully acquainted with all the wants 
of his people. He knows the M'^hola 
mind and will of the Father and the 
Son concerning them ; for he searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God; 
which proves his co-equality with the 
Father and the Son by efsential uGion 
with the Godhead. Christ having 
opened the way into the Holy of Hi^ies 
by his most precious bloodshedding, the 
Holy Ghost descended to dwell and 
abide in us for ever, and to testify the 
everlasting worth and eternal efficacy 
of our Lord's obedience and sacri|k«^ 
that the Father hath accepted hiiB, and 
as infinitely well pcieased with his finished 
work, ana that he is at perfect pcaee 
with all whom he aees in the beloved, 
andsaith to them in the everlasting gos* 
|>e], '^ I wiU be mercilpl to yonr vn* 
** rig^teousnefs, and your sins and y^nr 
'' imqiiities iriU i mamober no more." 
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Oiir Jesns said to his disciples^ '^ When 

*^ the eomforter is come, whom I will 

^^ send unto. you from the Father, even 

^' the Bpirit jo£ truth, which prooeedeth 

^^ from the Father, he shall testify of 

** me*." It is very meet, right, and our 

laeundem duty, to get a truly scriptural 

acquaintance with these troths, and to 

view and consider the names and titles^ 

ii^hich the Holy Ghost sustains in the 

QBCoaomy of grace, as they serve to en«- 

courage and increase our faith and hope 

in him, the author of all grace in us : 

and we should consider him as the fouu*- 

^aia and spring of all our spirituality 

more than we usually do. It is, per»» 

haps, an almost universal case to be 

looking more at what we call his work 

iu u^ than at him, who worketh aU 

our works in us and Jor us;- which 

leads us frequently to talk more of our* 

. selves than of him, and to admire our* 

selves, as the subiects of his grace, more 

than HI us ELF, the worker and bestower 

of all we are and have, except siti. Th6 

Holy Qhost often works and produces 

. afiost effects, when we are least sensible 

theieof. He works palsively within and 

/on the regenerate, by giving such views 

s»f the inooDceivafade * holinefs, purity, 

and majesty of God, by shewing thenli 

the exceeding guilt and poUutioa of 

.f Joiui^jw^-etf.' 
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sin, and permitting them to have such 
an iuward sense and feeling of it, as 
make way for an acknowledgment of 
their own vilenefs, and lead them to self- 
abhorrence; the experience of which is 
made use of by the Holy Ghost to make 
more room for Christ in the heart. — '- 
Hereby they are made. humble and conr 
trite, meek and lowly of heart: and 
when they are most humble and broken 
in spirit,, then they are in the highway 
to be exalted. Thus they are con- 
formed to Christ, who was perfectly 
humbled, as the very preparation to his 
'being exalted far above all heavens^ 
that he might fill all things. 
' It is the Father's will concerning those 
whom he foreknew to predestinate them 
to. be conformed to the image of his 
Son The Holy Ghost is to eflfect this 
divine conformity, which he doth by 
his inward convictions, teachings, and 
renewings. Hereby he fits the soul for 
the fulfilment of the following promise; 
** Thus saith the high and lofty one that 
c'* inhabiteth eternity, whoBe name is 
*' holy, I dwell in the high and holy 
*^ place; with him also that is of a con-: 
i'Vtriteand humble spirit, to revive the 
** spirit of the humble, and to revive 
" the heart. of the contrite ones V And 
lUc^.as the Father manifested his love 

Usaiftklyii. 15. 
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•when we were in our lost and low estate; 
and the Son his by laying down his life 
for us, when we were in our sins and in 
our blood ; so the eternal Spirit displays 
his love by dwelling in the regenerate, 
and revealing and applying the word 
and promises, work and grace of our 
Lord Jesus, exactly as the case is," and 
as the experience of the believer re- 
quires. When he is most shut up in his 
mind, being cold in his affections, dead 
in his frames, without enlargement of 
heart, destitute of all spiritual consolation, 
incapable, as he thinks, of prayer, and 
as unable by any effort of his own to 
pray in praytr^ as he is to make a world ; 
even then he is secretly and impercepti- 
bly led to pour out his heart at the 
throne of grace, and often prays most 
and best when he thinks he prays least. 
It is at such seasons, that the Holy 
Ghost according to his office of inter- 
cefsor, ** maketh intercefsion for him 
'" with groanings which cannot he fully 
" uttered;" but are neverthelefs partially 
exprefsed by the bitter exclamations 
made by the believer concerning his 
own inherent vileiiefs, his want of spi- 
rituality, and his utter inability to wor- 
ship God, or perform any spiritual ser-^ 
yiceby any power .of his. own, or from 
himself. Hen,ce he renounces all con- 
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fidence for life and salvation, for fate&ed^ 
nefs and glory, but in the immutable 
will and eternal purpose of the Efsentiai 
Three exprefsed in the everlasting co^ 
venant ; and is led to pray on the con«-. 
siderattoQ of it, and also in agreement 
.vith it : which prayer is ^Itogeth^ su-^t 
pernatural, and produced by the secret 

?ower and influence of the Holy Ghost.: 
'his is his making intercefsion for tfai? 
saints according to the will of God^« 
As the spirit of grace and supplication, 
be engages the heart in prayer, teaches 
the believer how to pray, and what to 
pray for ; helps him to offer up his 8up«% 
plications with energy, and leads him 
into spiritual worship, as he directs him 
in his approach to come in the name of 
Jesus to the Father, as the God of all 
grace* All which is through bis own 
secret influence, which the believer is 
made acquainted with in subsequent ex-* 
perieno^ as he grows into a more clear 
^nd distinct apprehension of the work of 
the Holy Ghost in his own personal 
ease and experience. Then he hath a 
clear proof that, ^^ Through Christ he 
'^ Jtmth accefs by the Spirit un(;o the F^« 
?^ ther.!' As the Sfirit of the Lord, he 
leads the believer mto real commnniini 
with the Lord. As the gofid Spirit^ he 
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is pleased to bestow on the regenerate 
sucb bleisings as are spiritual, substan- 
tial, durable, and supernatural. As the 
Holy Spirit, he sheds his holy, heaven- 
ly, and life-giving influences on the re- 
generate in the use of the divine ordi- 
nances. In prayer, reading, and hear- 
ing the gospel, in the observance of 
the Lord's Supper, in spiritual medita- 
tion, and holy conversation, he sancti- 
fies the mind and spiritualizes it thereby; 
Thus he is to the believer the holy-mak- 
ing spirit As the Spirit of truths he 
guides into all necefsary truth. He 
makes it precious to the soul. He seals 
ii: home upon the heart, and thereby 
quickens the believer into spiritual com** 
niunion with the Lord. As the Spirit 
^f Christ, he takes of the things M'hich 
are hisi and shews them to the believer; 
and manifests to him his interest in 
Christ and his great salvation. As the 
comforter^ or advocate^ he comforts 
the heart when cast down, gives fresh 
views of Christ to the dejected mind, 
and pleads his cause, his work, and worth 
in the court of concience. As the Spirit 
of Christ '4ind ^lery, he rests upon the 
beUevcr, and often gives him a foretaste 
of glory. And as he dwells by personal 
inhabitation in the regenerate, he some- 
tioies brings c)own ti^e real blefsednefs 
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of Heaven into the heart, and enriches 
the mind with such divine, supernatural, 
and exalted views of the love of God in 
Christ Jesus, as fill the soul with trans- 
porting wonder and holy joy, so that the 
promise is accomplished, " My peopte 
" shall be satisfied with my goodnefs^ 
" saith the Lord." 

O my soul! consider these things. 
Pray the Lord to give thee an under- 
standing in these experimental points, 
which concern the office of the Holy 
Ghost; and how he carries on his work 
in the soul, when thou canst not sensi- 
bly feel nor perqeive it. Learn to be- 
lieve in the personality, deity, work> 
and office of the Holy Spirit, and to ho- 
nour him in his relation to the Father 
and the Son, and for the part he bears 
in the covenant of grace for thee; and 
for his names and titles, which he sus- 
tains to point out this unto thee. Look 
up unto him saying, O Holy Ghost! I 
beseech thee to shine on my mind, and 
enlighten me from thy word to appre- 
hend spiritually what is revealed therein 
concerning thy personality, deity, names, 
titles, offices, and work, that I may give 
thee equal worship and glory with the 
Father and the Son. Teach me to ho- 
nour thee by committing myself wholly 
to thee for carrying on, perfecting, and 
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crowning with eternal glory what thou 
hast already begun in me, and the glory 
shall be ascribed to thee, as co-eqnal 
and co-eternal with the Father and the 
Son in one Jehovah, to whom be un-^ 
ceasing praise. Amen. 
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CHAP. VII. 

On Mortification qf^Sin — §hen^it^ how the JB^ 

litver ii dead to sin in Chri$t — what effects 

this produces in him, and how it is mani'* 

Jested in his putting off the old man with his 

deeds. 

THE apostle Paul says exprefsly, 
that, *^ If any man have not the 
" Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." 
None, who know any thing of Christ, 
will dare to venture to deny it. God 
hath revealed no pofsible way to eternal 
life in his most holy word, but the free, 
sovereign gift which h,e has made of it 
in his Son ; nor any other way of con- 
veying spiritual and eternal life to us, 
but by his Spirit. The record or testi- 
mony, which the Lord has given us in 
the Holy Bible of his ways with his peo- 
ple, is from the beginning to the end of 
it so full of the same spirit, that there 
is no getting rid of the term without 
absolutely rejecting the whole word of 
God. The fountain of eternal life is in 
God. " With thee/' says the Psalmist, 
*Ms the fountain of life." It is con- 
veyed through Jesus Christ, by whom 
all things are and were created. The 
free grant of it is recorded in the ever- 
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Is^iing gospel, which is the only waj 
thereby we corae to the knowledge of 
it, of our title to it, and al&o to the 
pofsefsion and enjoyfBent of it It t9 
the eternal spirit who is called the spirit 
of God and of Christ, that nvakes the 
conveyance of it effectual to us. Our 
eternal life consists -in the abiding and 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost. This 
eternal life is conveyed to us in and 
with our new and second birth; which 
is styled, a being born again, a net0 
creation, and the workmanship of God. 
And the eifect of it is styled, a new 
creature. 

Mortification of sin proceeds from 
this^ as the effect from the cause. It is 
the fruit of this spiritual life, thus com* 
municated to the regenerate soul. It 
most naturally and necefsarily follows 
upon it. The man in Christ, who is by 
regeneration and conversion to the Lord 
a new creature in Christ Jesus, hath in 
his new nature received from the Holy 
Spirit a perfect hatred, an entire aver- 
sion, ana contrariety to all the sin, im* 
purity, and sinfulnefs inherent in his 
fallen nature. And as life is opposite to 
death, purity to impurity, holinefs to 
sin, ^irituality to carnality; so there is 
now felt and experienced a severe com- 
bat between sin and grace, which reside 
and dwell in one and the sanae p^nson : 



A 
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from hence forward therefore, the in- 
ward conflict is perpetual, as each strives 
for mastery. Hence proceeds the abso- 
lute necefsity for the believer to be sober 
and to watch unto prayer. The apostle 
suits his exhortation most exactly to 
the case. " This I say then, walk in the 
*^ Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts 
^' of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth 
** against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
^* the flesh ; and these are contrary the 
*^ one to the other: so that ye cannot 
** do the things which ye would. But if 
^* ye be, led. by the Spirit, ye are not 
*' under the law*." It is of vast import- 
ance to the believer in Jesus to have 
clear and scriptural views of what he is, 
as the subject both of sin and grace. 
We have Paul's personal experience of it 
recorded in his Epistle to the Romans". 
He says he saw another law in his mem- 
bers warring against the law of his mind, 
and bringing him into captivity to the 
law of sin which was in his members. 
This caused him most bitterly to ex- 
claim, " O wretched man that I am." As 
the child of God is led to view and con* 
tsider what actually pafses within him- 
self, and as he compares it with what 
the apostle has declared, he finds that 
the one case is explanatory of the other. 
This leads him to study himself in the 
• ! G*l. V. 16, 17, 18. ^ Chap. vii. " 
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various motions and operations of inhe* 
rent sin, and inherent grace. From 
hence he will practically learn that in 
himself, i. e. in his fallen nature, dwelleth 
nothing that is good. Grace does not 
sanctify sinful nature, hut leaves it as it 
was. Our Lord gives us a most exact 
account of this when he says, ^'That 
'' which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
" that which is born of the spirit is 
*^ spirit." Nothing but sin and corrup- 
tion is introduced into our nature by the 
one life; nothing but holinefs, grace, 
and purity by the other. There is no 
holinefs in our fallen nature, nor sinful- 
nefs in our new. It is absolutely ne- 
cefsary that the believer should see and 
aeknoM'lcdge the truth of this; because 
although sin received its death-wound 
in him the first moment he was quickened 
by the Holy Ghost with spiritual life, 
and though he hungers and thirsts after 
Christ, has . real communion with him, 
and is under the influence and reign of 
grace, at seasons he feels, that, notwith- 
standing with the mind . he serves the 
law of God, yet with the flesh he server 
the law of sin; so that every ordinance, 
every providence, every case, every cir- 
cumstance, every temptation, and every 
experience proves to him, that he is 
every moment, in his fallen nature, carr 
nal, sold undej sin, and that, when he 
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would do good, 81 a whtdn dwelleth in 
him acts under one form or other to 
prevent Urn ; so that the good that he 
woidd he does not; but the evil which 
he would not,' that he does. This is 
matter of the greatest grief, and it 
creates much perplexity to the mind of 
the new-bom soul how to account for it. 
He learns fn>m it the ncccfsity of at- 
tendmg to wliat the apostle says, '^ If 
^^ ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; 
" but if ye through thie Spirit do mortify 
*^ the deeds of the body ye shall live*'." 
He sees how absolutely necefsaory it is 
for him to die to sin, and to have it per- 
fectly mortified within him, that he may 
get abov6 its love, power, deceit, and 
influencei He finds, that, though bis 
affections to sin are deadened as to sin- 
fttl pleasures, and though the old man is 
indeed put off concerning the former 
conversation, yet he is not put to death. 
He remains still alive, and is sometimes 
very active, though he lies m chains, 
and is under the power and dominion of 
mighty and victorious grace; yet, as be 
plainly perceives, this does not aaioiint 
to a mortification, a killing and destroy* 
ing of the inward principles of sin in 
him. He is led to consider the nsUmre 
of that mortification, which the scrip- 
tures speak most generally of, and ex« 

* Rom. viiu4^. 
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liortto, which isamortificatidn of theout- 
ward acts of sin, and of an external course 
of Jiving in iniquity. Ajid as these are 
but the eftects of aii inward mortifica- 
tion, which ia the consequence of eternal 
life begun in the * soul by the Holy 
Ghost, he considers more distinctly, and 
applies himself more closely to search 
iato, this very important subject And 
from the scriptures he finds, that the 
spiritual mortification of sin by the effi- 
cacy of Christ's death consists not in a 
partial abstinance from this or the other 
corruption, nor in being kept from partial 
falling into sin, nor in being without 
sin; but that it extends its influence 
over the whole body of sin, in its life, 
love, guilt, power, and doihinibu : — that 
this is not effected by any thing with- 
out us, nor any performances of ours ; 
but that we must look wholly to Christ 
for it, and can only partake of the fruits 
and effects of it, as we have actual com- 
mumon with him in his death by the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost. The apostle 
is upon this great subject in the sixth 
chapter of the Roiiians; This is a great 
and important truth, that, as believers 
in Christ, ye are transplanted into Christ, 
into the likenefs of his death, and have 
an actual participation of the blefsed 
consequences thereof. Hesaith, "Know 
" ye not, that so many of us afir were 

I 
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'^baptized into Jesus Christ were bap- 
♦'tized into his death?" You are by 
virtue of your union with Jesus in- 
terested in his crucifixion, death, burial, 
and resurrection. Baptism is a solemn 
memorial of this: " Therefore we are 
*' buried with him by baptism into 
" death; that like as Christ was raised 
•* up from the dead by the glory of the 
" Father, even so we also should walk 
<* in newnefs of life.'* Baptism is but 
once administered, because regeneration 
is but once wrought. And Christ being 
once revealed by the Holy Ghost, [bis 
great salvation is applied, and the rege- 
nerate' are partakers of all the blefsi«gs 
contained in his death and resurrection* 
*' For if we hav^ been planted together 
^* in the likenefs of his death, we shall 
** be ako in tlie likenefs of his resurrec- 
•* tion." And being quickened by vir- 
tue of our union with C^hrist and interest 
in his resurrection up to a spiritual and 
endlefs life, we receive therefrom an 
eternal blow and death to all our inward 
sin, lusts, and corruptions. "Knowing 
" this, that our old man is crucified 
" with him, that the body of sin might 
.** be destroyed, that henceforth we should 
** not serve sin." 

By virtue of Christ's bearing our sins 
in his own body on the tree, our old 
man being then and there nailed to the 
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crofs aiid crucified with him, we have 
an eternal discharge from the imputa- 
tion of all our sin, inherent and external, 
^vith the complete mortification of the 
whale body of it, and an everlasting 
victory over all its guilt, love, power, 
and dominion, in the one perfect offer- 
ing and everlastingly efficacious death of 

our GREAT HIGH PRIEST, CHRIST 

JESUS. To which the apostle adds, by 
way of coafirmation, *' For he that is 
[' dead is freed from sin;" i. e. believers 
in Christ, as united to him and one with 
ni^n in his death, are dead to the law by 
the body of Christ, ^^h is the doc- 
trinq of Paul in the woru^ which have 
oeen cited from his epistle to the church 
of Christ at Rome. Our Lord Jesus re- 
presented all his people, and acted as 
their substitute. The Father laid on 
Wm all tlieir sins both original and ac- 
tual He was clad and wrapped about 
with the wliole body of the sins of the 
€lect. He bore the whole guilt, imi- 
purity, and demerit contained in thern^ 
*8 truly as he was clothed with a body 
^f jBesh. And he died for that, which 
>^e by nature are in, and for which wc 
could never make atonement. He died 
itt the likenefs of sinful flesh, with all 
the iniquities, sins, and transgrefsions of 
W& people on himself. He died once; 
and bu^t onca; because thfi sacrifice of 

i2 
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himself, as God-man Mediator, wats ever- 
lastingly effectual to answer every endi 
and accomplish every design, for which 
the Father in his infinite wisdom ap- 
pointed it. And his people were in 
union with him, representied by him, 
and interested in all the virtue and effi- 
cacy of his mediation. His death is the 
death and everlasting destruction of all 
the sins of his people. By it he con- 
quered the damning, and also the reign- 
ing power of it. The whole body of 
sin and death received its death- woutid, 
"when Christ died, the just for the unjust. 
There is not any part, member, afFection, 
lust, or corruption in the body of sin, but 
what was actually mortified by the obe- 
dience of our Lord unto death. All its 
heart-strings were broken, when Christ 
expired on the crofs,^ Hence the apostle 
saitb, "I am crucified with* Christ'' 
Herein consists the believer's perfection. 
He is a member of Christ, a partaker of 
all the benefits of his death, eternally 
complete in him, and without all fault 
hefore the throne of God. This must be 
truly known, spiritually understood, re- 
ceived, and believed from the testimony 
of God in his word, to the intent the be^ 
liever may enjoy the benefit of it. He 
cannot get above sin in its guilt, nor 
overcome its power, until he has received 
his perfect discharge from hi^ original 
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and actual guilt, by believing in thv 
blood and righteousnefs of Jesus. The* 
apostle puts believers on considering 
what they are in Christ. " Likewise 
" reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed 
" unto sin**." A believer should vievv" 
himself one with Christ in his death, 
and reckon himself to be what Christ is. 
Did he die the death? die to sin ? The 
believer is discharged from the imputa- 
tion of all sin, guilt, and condemnation, 
6n the footing thereof; so that he may 
well say, " Blefsed is the man to whom 
"the Lord will not impute sin." The 
believer is legally represented by Christ, 
-^is what he is, — dead to sin in him, — 
holy, as he is holy,— -righteous, as he is 
righteous, and, as thus viewed by his 
heavenly Father, shines in his sight, in 
the pt:rson and work of Christ, holy, 
righteous, pure, and complete in him. 
So saith the apostle speaking to the Co- 
lofsians: ** And you, that were sometime 
'* alienated and enemies in your minds 
"by wicked works, yet now hath he re- 
** conciled in the body of his flesh 
" through death, to present you holy, 
^^unblameable, and unreproveable in his 
"sight^" Christ is the representative 
of his people. And he represents them 
in himself, holy, unblameable, and unre- 

, djlom. vi. 11. . « Col. 1.21)22. 
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proveable in the sight of his Faiiier and 
our Father, his God and our God. 

When it is given the believer to view: 
the everlasting perfection and sufficiency 
of Christ's salvation; and when he is 
kd by the Holy Spirit to look on him- 
self as one in Christ and with him in aJl 
the perfection of his holinefs, righteous- 
nefs, and oblation, and to trust thereon 
for his eternal discharge from all his sin, 
and for his everlasting perfection before 
the Lord, then he triumphs as being jus- 
tified from all things. He believes now 
that there is no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus. This leads 
him to seek for real and growing fellow- 
ship with him in his death, in all tliebe- 
i&efits of it. The Holy Ghost gives thp 
believer clear and spiritual conceptions 
of these truths. The believing mind is 
exercised in spiritual contemplations on 
them ; and hereby, through the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, the believer is led 
into actual communion with Christ, and 
experiences the power and efficacy of his 
death, which produces in him such ef- 
fects as these. His heart is purified from 
the guilt of sin by faith in the virtue 
and value of our Lord's most precious 
bloodshedding. His mind is at peace 
with God, believing he hath freely for- 
given hini all trespafses.. A^d hfiving 
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in the light of the word and spirife a bfc*» 
lieving perception of Christ as his holi* 
nefs, purity, and perfection, he feels the 
influence thereof in all his spiritual fa* 
culties, and throughout his whole spi- 
ritual frame. It leaves its sanctifying 
influence on the mine;! and afll^ctions* 
It leads the believer to hate all sin, both 
inward and outward, carnal and spiritual 
wickednefs, with a perfect and immuta- 
ble hatred. He loathes, and most sin* 
cerely mourns at, the least rising of in* 
vard corruption. He longs for perfect 
conformity to Christ, and to be de- 
livered from the very in-being of sin; 
vhich will be the case with him, when 
ne is delivered from his present state of 
warfare, and introduced by Christ into 
the kingdom of glory. These are the 
fruits and effects of our being dead to 
all sin, even to the whole body of it, in 
Christ. Our union with Christ in his 
neath and our communion with Christ 
by faith therein are the foundation of 
all our death to sin. Here is our com«* 
plete mortification of it. It is in Christ's 
obedience unto death, as our surety; 
*^Ao hath removed our transgrefsions 
f^^fn us, as far as the East is from the 
if^est. The believer is without all siix 
^n Christ. Like as Immanuel was per- 
fectly free from all sin inherently, though 
'^ once was made sin, and bore all the 
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81118 of his people in his own hody; so 
the believer, notwithstanding he has a 
body of sin inherent in his fallen nature, 
]s yet in God's sight as perfect in Christ 
as if he M^ere entirely without it; be- 
cause he is wholly absolved from it, and 
it is not imputed to him : the blood of 
Jesus Christy the Son of God, cleanseth 
him from all sin. This is the doctrine 
of the book of God. And in the union 
of the believer with Christ and in in- 
terest in and communion with him in 
his death is founded his complete mor^ 
tif cation. And all the strength which 
he receives from Christ to mortify sin in 
its fruits and effects is the effect of it; 
The believer from the word and spirit 
learns to know that he is accepted in 
the beloved, — that he is beloved by the 
Father with the same love, wherewith 
Christ is loved, — that we appear in his 
view, and are in his sight, what Jesus is, 
and are justified, and freely, fully, and 
irrevocably pardoned. From the spi- 
ritual belief of these eternal truths the 
whole body of sin inherent in him re- 
ceives its death-n^ound ; which will one 
day, viz. at the disunion of soul and 
body by death, end in his complete de- 
liverance from it, so that he will be as 
truly without sin in him as Christ him- 
self The believer is led by the Holy 
Spirit to see that all exhortations con- 
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cerniDg mortification of din in the worcf 
are built on these gospel truths, as their 
foundation ; and finds • in real experi- 
ence, that nothing saves him from the 
love, power, guilt, and dominion of sin, 
so much as the knowledge and belief of 
his perfect deliverance from the guilt 
and filth of the whole body of sin by- 
virtue of his union with and interest in 
Christ Jesus. As the believer hath, 
in the light of the Holy Spirit, a cl^ar 
knowledge and belief of his union with 
J€sus> he is led to seek intimate fellow- 
ship with him. And, as this is carried 
on by the Holy Spirit in the believer's 
mind, sin dies, corruptions are subdued, 
and he experiences the truth of this 
apostolic afsertion, that " They that ar6 
" Christ's have crdcified the flesh with 
" the affections and lusts." They were 
first crucified in Christ, as they were 
nailed to the crofs with him. And they 
are crucified in the believer by virtue of 
Christ's death. The influences of which 
are put forth in the soul through the 
gracious energy of the Lord the Spirit; 
which the believer gives open evidence 
and manifestative proof of by bis putting 
off the old man with his deeds. The 
apostle, having set forth the true and 
perfect mojtification of sin- in Christy 
and shewn how the believer is dead to 
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fll gin in him in the fore*i»»ti0f)#4 
sixth chapter to the Romans^ prpcfeds 
to exhortation^ : ** Let not sin therefore 
** reign in your mortal body that ye 
*^ should obey it in the lust^ thereof- 
** Neither yield ye your members as in-? 
*^ struuients of unrighteousnefs unto sin> 
*' but yield yourselves unto God a^ 
" those that are alive from the dead, and 
** your members as instruments of righte-» 
^* ousnefs unto God. " Which is founded 
on the union and communion which be* 
lievers have with Christ; and it is set 
on with energy by the enconragemeot 
vhich the apostle gives in vers^ the 
fourteenth, ** For sin shall not have thq 
•* dominion over you: for ye ar^ no^ 
^* under the law but under grace." Tb^ 
teliever is led by the blefsed spirit tomix 
faith with his word of promise, an4 he 
derives strength in believing the faith-* 
fulnefs of God to fulfil it: moreover, s^ 
long as there is an inw4rd rising ag^is^ 
sin, and inward groaning, ^nd moiim* 
ing on account of it, this proinisf cimh- 
fiot fpiil of being acf^omplish^d to biQ); 
and these are, and should be IpoHf d f^n, 
as indisputable evidenee^ thereof* }i^ 
clear apprehensions of his fitat^in Christ 
make spiritiial ex)iio|rtatio|^ vfry 9Wee% 
and suitablq tf> him. Qm i|f«9t)it JH 
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the same subject in his epistle to the 
Colofeians^. '* For ye are dead, and 
** your life is hid with Christ in God. 
f* When Christ who is our life shall ap-* 
f* pear, then shall ye also appear with 
"him in glory." We may see from 
hence that we should believe more con-^ 
cerning our being in Christ dead to all 
tin than we feel and experience of it in 
ourselves. Then follows the exhorta*^ 
tion, ** Mortify therefore your members 
^' which are upon the earth ; fornica** 
*' tion, uncleannefs, inordinate affection^ 
^' evil concupiscence, and covetousne£% 
*' which is idolatry." The believer feels 
the weight and see^ the importance of 
these apostolic exhortations. They are 
9et home and applied to his heart by the 
Spirit of God. The believer renounces 
l^is former conversation and walk before 
conversion, which were corrupt accord- 
Hig to his deceitful lust& He walks ia 
the Lord's good ways, and runs with 
alacrity in the paths of divine com^ 
mands. His outward walk and conver-t 
sation are the true and real fruit of the 
secret and inward communion which he 
bath with Jesus. He walks before the 
Lord uuto all well-pleasing, because he 
walks with God, ajs his God and Father 
in Cbri&t Jesuit, in secret and spiritual 
9oo)muBion. 

s Qh^p« iii« ^9 ^* ; 
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O thou holy and blefsed Spirit! from 
'whom proceed all spiritual life and light, 
thou art the conveyer of them from 
Christ the fountain and head thereof to 
thy church and people. 1 blefs thee, O 
Holy Ghost! that thou hast communi- 
cated this life and light to my soul. I 
beseech thee to lead me to look to and 
believe on Jesus for my complete and 
everlasting discharge from all sin, and 
for everlasting purity and perfection be- 
fore the Lord. Teach me the true scrip- 
tural doctrine concerning the spiritual 
mortification of sin. Thou hast set it 
before me in thy word, teach me the 
true method and practice of it. Lead 
me by faith to view the everlasting vir- 
tue and perfection of Christ's most pre- 
cious bloodshedding. Help me to view 
my everlasting perfection in Jesus. Shew 
me my complete discharge and acquit- 
ance from all my inward and outward 
guilt. and sin before the Lord through 
that one offering which perfects for ever. 
Lead me into constant fellowship with 
Jesus in his death. Help me to believe 
without the least doubt or wavering my 
union with Christ, and enable me to im-^ 
prove it, in receiving continual virtue 
and influence from him in believing, to 
the deadening and nK)rtifying of every 
corrupt lust and affection. Do thou 
help xae to put off the old man with his 
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d^eds in my constant walk and conver- 
sation. Thus may I walk as the re- 
deemed of the Lord, and be going on 
with renewed strength. I ask it for the 
honour of thy name, to whom with the 
Father and tne Son be everlasting praise. 
Amen. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

On Sanctification, by which the Believer ts 
mad^ alive to God in Christ. -How this 0^ 
manifested by its fruits, with the outward 
evidences of it in putting on the new man. 

SANCTIFI CATION, or Gospel-Holi- 
nefs, >vrithout which no man shall see 
the Lord, comprehends the whole work 
of the Spirit of God within and upon us» 
from our regeneration to our eternal glo- 
rification. It is the fruit and blefsed con- 
sequence of his indwelling in us, and the 
continued effect of spiritual regenera- 
tion ; which consists in making us par- 
takers of the divine nature, i. e. in be- 
getting within us a nature suited to take 
m spiritual things, and be properly af- 
fected bv them. 

Regeneration is the root, and sanctifi- 
cation is the bud, blofsom, and fruit which 
it produces. In our regeneration by the 
Holy Ghost we are made alive to God, 
and this is manifested by our faith in 
Christ Jesus. Our lusts are mortified, 
because we are quickened together with 
Christ. And what we style the Sancti- 
fication of the Spirit, which follows af- 
ter regeneration hath taken place in us, 
consists in drawing forth that spiritu^ 
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life, which is coaveyed to our souls in 
our new birth, into act and exercise oa 
Christ and spiritual things, in quicken^ 
jng our graces, and in leading us to walk 
in the paths of holinefs, by which proof 
IS given that we are alive to God through 
Jesus Cwrist oya Lqhd. The Old 
Testameat is the foundation of the New. 
There is nothing in the latter but what 
may be found in the former. Th^ one 
serves to explain the other. Nothing 
can be more safe than to search the scrip- 
tures, that we may clearly see what they 
wy and testify concerning Sanctificatiom 
The generality of real christians seem 
to be mistaken concerning it, as they 
niost commonly fix their ideas of their 
pwn personal sanctification on what they 
pee, feel, and are in themselves, more 
than on what they are in Christ They 
overlook what the Spirit of Christ hath 
}^rought in them in regeneration by look- 
ing at what they are, simply considered 
vx themselves. 

The word sanqtifiqatiok both in 
the Qld and New Testament, in its pri*- 
Siitive meaning and simplicity, signifiea 
^p^ration. To sanctify is to consecrate 
tP separ^t^, or set apartr fvQtn a comr 
^on to a higher or sacred use. Hence 
personsy things^ and places, when sepa- 
rated from others, and set apart for the 
service and worship of God, . are said to 



be sanctified. Thus, in the Old Testa* 
ment, God is said to sanctify the seventh 
day\ thejirst'born3xnoi\gtht Israelites^ 
and the mount on which the law was 
given*". Also the tabernacle^ the temple^ 
the priestSy the altar, and the sacrifices 
were sanctified thusy i. e. by a separation 
to the immediate M'orship and service of 
God. And the proofs concerning the 
meaning of the word sanctification, viz* 
that it signifies in the New Testament 
just what it does in the Old, i. e. to con- 
secrate, to separate, or set apart, from a 
common to a sacred use, may be seen in 
the margin **• 

I will briefly endeavour to set forth the 
truth of this doctrine in its proper light 
from the shadows and figures of it under 
the Old Testament dispensation ; which 
may conduce to form in our minds right 
and scriptural conceptions of it. Let us 
view and consider it in the following par- 
ticulars. A separation from the profane 
community, in which men are naturally 
lying, is sanctification. Thus the Lord 
chose Israel, though they were according 
to his own declaration the fewest and 
most perverse of all people; so says Mo- 
ses, *• For thou art an holy people unto 

» Gen. ii. 3. ^ Exod.xiii. 2. « Exod. xix. 

^ Matt, xxiii. 17, 19. John X. 36. xvii. 19. com* 
pared with 17. Heb, x. 29. xiii. 12, compared with 
1 Qor. vii. 14. 
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'' the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God 
" hath chosen thee to be a special peo- 
ple unto himself, above all people that 
are upon the face of the earth. The 
" Lord did not set his love upon you, 
;*• nor choose you, because you were more 
" in number than any people, (for you 
.'* were the fewest of all people) but be* 
" cause the Lord loved you\" In con* 
sequence of which separation, or setting 
apart, they are styled " A kingdom of 
" priests, an holy nat*ion V It should be 
observed that the word sanctific ac- 
tion is taken in the original language, 
which is the foundation of all the rest, 
from the shadows and figures of it under 
the Old Testament dispensation. Thus 
washing,, purifying, and cleansing those, 
who were thus separated, from defilement 
and pollution, which they had naturally, 
or had contracted, and that by the blood 
of the sacrifices, which was performed by 
the application of it in some shape or 
other to the person who was to be sanc- 
tified, were a shadow and figure of gos- 
pel-sanctification. There was no remis- 
sion of sin without shedding of blood, 
nor any purification from the guilt and 
filth of it without the application of that 
Wood*. Persons thus separated and 
cleansed were solemnly devoted and set 

* Deut. vii. 6, 7f 8. ' £xodu9 xix. 6. 

. s Levit. i. 14. 
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ftpart to God for that particular statton 
to which they were separated, and the 
service and businefs which belonged t6 
it, as was the case with Aaron and fail 
$ons\ Such persons thus separated wer^ 
qualified for what they were separated 
for with proper gifts; and some of then! 
anointed with oil, as a symbol and sign 
of the divine anointing. All these sha^ 
dows and figures are so easily to be ap« 
plied to the true sanctification of the re- 
generate by the blood and spirit of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that we see the one 
illustrated by the other. 

Let us now see how sanctification 15 
exprefsed in the New Testament by se? 
paration, ordination, and setting apart 
to the Lord. Christ, God-man, the 
Head, Mediator, and Saviour of his 
people, is said to be sanctified by his de^ 
signation to his office. In his addrefs to 
the Jews he speaks thus, ** Say ye of him, 
** whom the Father hath sanctified, and 
** sent into the world, thou blasphemest: 
" because I said, I am the Son of God*?" 
" The Jews," says Dr. Goodwin^ " look- 
ed at and acknowledged all those great 
and eminent men, whom the scripture 
terms Gods, to be forerunning shadows 
and types of the Messiah. If there- 
fore they be called Gods by com- 
mif^ion and deputation, as having the 

? Levit. viii. « John x. 36. 
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word of God, which put that title and 
office upon them, your Mefsiah, says our 
iord, must be God, not merely by com- 
znifsion, but by nature and cfsence." The 
reason, for which I quote these words of 
Christ, is to shew tliat the word sancti'^ 
^cation, in the New Testament, as well 
as in the Old, signifies separation. For 
Christ, God-man, could be sanctified no 
other way than by his being set apart to 
his Mediatorial work and office; he 
being efsentially, personally, and tran- 
scendently holy, The holy one of Israel; 
The holy one of God^ and the very foun- 
tain and spring of holinefs to elect an- 
gels and saints. His title, given him 
by Daniel, is the most Holy ; he being 
the true Holy of Holies. In his inter- 
cefsory prayer to his Father, speaking on 
the behalf of his people, he says, '* For 
** their sakes I sanctify myself*';" which 
can be understood no otherwise, than of 
his being separated and set apart for hi^ 
office by Jehovah the Father, which our 
most divine Lord voluntarily devoted 
himself unto, and performed to the eter- 
nal honour of law and Justice. The Son 
of God, Christ Jesus, is said to be sane- 
tifiedy set apart, hallowedj and conse'-- 
erated by his 9wn blood; called *^ Th6 
" blood of the covenant V And thit 
in allusion to Aaron and his sons, who 

k John xvii. IS. - f Heb, x, 29. 
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Were sanctified by the sacrifices of skttf 
beasts to minister in the priest's office"". 
So Christ offered himself, and shed his 
most precious blood, by which the co- 
venant of grace was ratified. And, being 
brought back from the dead through 
*' the blood of the everlasting covenant," 
he sat down at the right hand of the 
majesty on high to exercise his priest- 
hood in Heaven, for which he was sanc- 
tified by his own blood. 

As the word sanctification^ when used 
of Christ himself, mesxi^ separation; so 
it may be further added, that the New 
Testament fiilly proves that those Old 
Testament types of purification from sin 
contained in them the nature of gospel- 
sanctification. So says the apostle in 
his epistle to the Hebrews: " Almost 
•* all things are by the law purged with 
" blood, and without shedding of blood 
" is no remifsion. It was necefsary 
"therefore that the patterns of things 
•* in the heavens should be purified with 
" these; but the heavenly things thetn-^ 
"selves with better sacrifices than. 
" these"." And they are so. " Where- 
" fore Jesus also, that he might sanctify 
" the people with his own blood, suf- 
" fered without the gate°." To sum 
up what is said of the sanctification ef- 

"Levit. viii. « Heb. ix. 22, 23, 

f Heb. xiii. 12, 
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fected by the sacrifices and sprinklingg 
of blood under the law, and as expres* 
sive of the true sanctification by the 
blood and spirit of Christ, observe what 
Paul saysP, " For if the blood of bulls 
'* and of goats and the ashes of an 
^' heifer sprinkling the unclean sancti- 
" fy to the purifying of the flesh; how 
^' much more shall the blood of Christ, 
" who through the eternal Spirit offered 
^' himself without spot to God, purge 
"your cdnisciences from dead works to 
" serve the living God ?" From these 
observations before us it appears to me 
that sanctification consists in God's ef- 
fectually calling his people out of dark* 
nefs into his marvellous light, separating 
them from others, their former stat^ 
and life, by an holy calling; sprinkling 
them with the blood of Christ, putting 
his Holy Spirit within them, and work- 
ing in them all the good pleasure of his 
will, and the work of faith with power. 
It is our common misfortune to con" 
found causes and effects together. It 
should be our study to keep these apart, 
and to apply our minds to obtain from 
the word and spirit clear and scriptural 
views and ideas of every part of divine 
truth. We should never venture to re- 
ceive any conception concerning divine 
realities, but from the inspired volume* 

P Heb. ix. 13, 14* 
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If we receive from tt aright nnderstatid* 
lag of the doctrine of sanctiiicatton, it 
will save us from much error. It will 
clear our judgments, and lead us to give 
the whole glory of it to the co-equal 
and co^eisential T£irk£. For although 
it is particularly attributed to the Holy 
Ghost, as his distinct part in the oeco- 
nomy of the covenant, yet it is the fruit 
of Christ's death and the Father's accept- 
ance of it. 

The great and leading title peculiar 
to the Spirit of Christy as considered 
in his oeconomical office-capacity, is 
the Spirit of Life. He is the Spirit of 
life from God in these following most 
eminent instances and respects to his 
church and people. First, as he con- 
veys life to them in regeneration, and 
therein quickens them up unto life 
eternal. And secondly, as he.contiuues, 
maintains, and supports the same; yea, 
brings it to its full maturity and peiiec- 
tton in the full fruition and enjoyment 
of Christ in his kingdom of glory. 

There is a spiritual and real union 
between Christ and his people. They 
are united to him the fountain of life. 
The Holy Spirit descends on them, and 
enters withui them in consequence of 
this union. He comes from Heaven to 
make known this union between Christ 
and them. He i^ the divine manifester 
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of it. He conveys himself into our 
hearts^ aBd we receive him, that we may 
obtain from his divine teaching the 
knowledge of those things which are 
freely given to us of God. He dwells 
in us as a well of water springing up in-» 
to everlasting life. He abides with us 
9s our divine comforter, and will be our 
guide even unto death, and continue his 
life-giving influences to us and dwell in 
us, filling us with all the fulnefs of God 
in Heaven for ever. 

The believer, as united to Christ, is a 
partaker of his spirit. That same spirit 
which dwells in Jesus the Mediator and 
Head of his church and people, which 
be received without measure, that very 
unointingj from whence he receives his 
name and title, The Mefsiahy or The 
Christy dwells and abides m, ow, and 
mth all the called people of God. Hence 
they derive their name Christians^ which 
signifies anointed ones^ because they are 
anointed with the spirit of Christ. Th^ 
apostle John says to them, " Ye have 
" an unction from the Holy One*'.'* 
The allusion is to the anointing oil un- 
der the law, with which the High Priest 
was anointed^ or christened; and which 
was a symbol of the Holy Ghost. And 
PaiU says, " He that is joined to the 
" Lord is one Spirit." As Christ's hu* 

:4'1 Epbtleii. 20< 
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man nature was formed by the Holy 
Ghost, who overshadowed his virgin-^ 
niother; so we receive our new birth and 
every faculty of the new man from the 
newrcreating power of the Holy Ghost; 
and every grace which was in Christ is 
wrought therein. So saith the apostle; 
** Of his fulnefs have all we received, 
** and grace fpr grace'." The new- 
creature is a conformity to the image of 
Christ. Hereby we are fitted for di- 
vine communion with him and conr 
formity to him. We are the epistles of 
Christ. He is the vine, and we arc 
branches in him, and he conveys sap 
and spiritual nourishment to us, that we 
may grow and increase with the increase 
of God. Like as a single drop of water 
is of the same nature with the ocean, 
sp spiritual graces wrought in our new- 
nature by the spirit of Christ, are. of 
the same nature and kind with those 
which were wrought in Jesus by the 
same Holy Spirit. Hence the apostle 
says to the called and renewed people of 
God, ** Ye are washed, ye are sanctified', 
" ye are justified, in the name of the 
" Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
" God". " Tbe regenerate have received 
through the virtue of Christ's death, 
put forth in their souls through the 
energy of the Spirit, a death unto sin 

f John i. Iff. MCor. vi. 11. 
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and a aew birth unto righteousti^fs, an4 
are in that state wh^re " Grace reignp 
^' through righteousnefs unto eternal 
** life tlirough Jesus Christ our Lord.V 
The apostle in the sixth chapter of the 
Romans is upon the subject of sanctir 
^cation in both its parts; viz. mortifi- 
cation of sin, an4 living unto God. In 
this great discourse on the believer's 
union with Christ and communion with 
faio) in his death, burial, and resurrec- 
tion, be sets before us the state of grace 
which the believer is in, — how he stands 
in Christ, — what his state in Christ is 
before God, — ^how permanent and im- 
mutable it is, and calls on believers to 
reckon themselves to be what Christ is. 
*' Knowing that Christ being raised 
** from the dead dieth no more; death 
*' hath po more dominion over him. 
^* For in that he died, he died unto sin 
** once; but in that he liveth, he liveth 
*' unto God. Likewise reckon ye also 
^' yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin ; 
** but aliveunto God through (or in) Je- 
" sus Christ our Lord*/' The apostle in 
these words draws a parallel betvveen our 
state by regeneration, signified by baptism 
into Christ's death and resurrection, and 
the actual death and resurrection of 
Christ. As the change wrought in us 
by regeneration is once for all; so the 

* Verses 9, 10, n. 
K 
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state, which we are brought into therc- 
by, is an eternal and immutable one. 
As Christ died once and lives for ever, 
and death hath no more dominion over 
him, so we, being planted by regenera- 
tion and baptism into the likenefs of his 
death and resurrection, are saved from, 
wrath through him. As such we should 
view the comparison between what was 
wrought in Christ for us, and what is 
wrought by the Spirit of Christ within 
us; and also the permanency of our 
state in Christ, it being as unchange- 
able as his. As he lives for ever, and 
death hath no more dominion over him; 
so neither sin, nor death, shall have final 
dominion over us. Hence the apostle 
saith"", ^^ Sin shall not have dominion 
** over you." Being born again into 
Christ, we are born for ever: we are 
translated into the state of grace, and 
introduced by the Holy Ghost into 
actual communion with Christ, and par- 
take with him in his death, and in the 
virtue and glories of his resurrection. 
We have a real participation in all the 
blefsings and benefits of it. As at his 
resurrection he was declared thereby to 
be the Son of God; so regeneration is 
our evidence that we are sons of God. 
Beloved^ now are ye the sons of God. 
The apostle would have us look on our* 

? Verse \%. 
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selves in Christ, as one with him in his 
death, burial, and resurrection, and live 
and act in the full belief of it; " Likewise 
" reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
*' indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, 
^^ through (of* in) Jesus Christ our 
" Lord," Thus he shews us that our 
state in Christ is the same with the state 
of Christ himself, equally unchangeable^ 
tind that our being quickened by the 
Spirit of Christ and made alive in Christ 
and to him are real, spiritual, superna- 
tural, gospeUsanctification and holinefs, 
and that the whole thereof is the fruit of 
Pinion with the person of Christ,' God- 
Hian. ** He who sanctifieth and they 
" who are sanctified are all of one; for 
" which <:ause he is not ashamed to call 
"them brethren^" On account of 
which they are called " Holy Bre- 
"thren^" The life of sanctification 
consists in limng unto God. The Holy 
Spirit is sent by Christ to dwell in the 
new creature, and to abide with it for 
ever. The whole secret of the chris- 
tian's life consists in Christ's living in 
him: so saith Paul, " Christ liveih in 
" tne." As Christ liveth unto God; so 
doth the man in Christ. He lives to 
him by faith on the person^ righteous^ 
nefs, and atonement of his co-equal Son. 
The glory of God is his one supreme 

^Heb.ii. 11. '^ lleb. iii. I. 

K 2 
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end. The will of God id Christ is h\% 
great delight, and his chiefest joy. And 
this is the whole sanctification of saints 
on earth, and the very e&ence of it in 
Heaven, to prefer God's glory above 
all things, and to acquiesce in the whole 
good pleasure of his eternal will. Christ 
being in us is the spring and fouutaia 
of all inward sanctification and holi-? 
nefs; and our living in fiim and on him 
produces all the blefsed fruits thereof in 
our hearts, affections, frames, tempers^ 
lives, and conversation. The whole fuU 
nefs and perfection of our sanctification 
are in Christ. He i^s our head and re-r 

Eresentative, in whom we are immutably 
oly. He is the holy one of Israel, from 
whom all our holinefs is derived. He im-» 
parts it out of his fulnefs unto us. He 
is made by the Father ** Sanctification 
*' unto us*." We are never more sanc- 
tified than whilst we look /o and live on 
him. A real spiritual view of Qhrist 
sanctifies the mind; and the perfection 
pf our sanctification in Heaven will con- 
sist in seeing him as he is. The believer 
receives his all out of the infinite fulnefs 
of the God-man. Having real com- 
munion with Christ in his death, and a 
growing acquaintance with him and the 
power of his resurrection, he lives Christ, 
and thereby gives outward proof an(i 

« 1 Cox. i. 30, 



evidence of his being alive to God by 
the power of the Holy Ghost This is 
manifested in bringing forth " The 
*' fruits of righteousne^, which are by: 
" Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise 
**of God." The fruits of sanctifica- 
tion and holinefs, which flow from in- 
ward principles implanted in the soul iii 
regeneration, are generally treated and 
considered as sanctification; though, pro- 
perly speaking, they are but the effects 
of that true spirituality of mind, which 
is inward sanctification and holinefs. 2o 
be ipiritualty minded is life and peace. 
It leads to, produces, and regulates the 
outward conversation: so that it is such 
as becometh the gospel of Christ. This 
is external: and by an open walking iii 
the paths of holinefs, as marked out iii 
the written word, evidence is given that 
such are renewed in the spirit of theii: 
wind. This is further evidenced by 
putting on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousnefs, and 
^^"ue holinefs. And, the new man bein^ 
put on, the faculties of it with the 
graces and gifts bestowed are exercised', 
^ our own cases, the good of others, 
and the glory of God require, and as 
the latter may be promoted thereby. 
On the onenefs of believers with Christ 
snd their actual communion with hini 
all those exhortations, which are giveil 
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in the scriptures for practical sanctifica-' 
tion and hoiinefs, are built. Hence John 
speaks thus, "He that saith he abideth 
•• in him ought himself also to walk even 
•' as he walked." Peter saith, *' As he 
*^ M'ho hath called you is holy, so be ye 
^' holy in all manner of conversation* 
** Because it is written, be ye holy, fori 
*' am holy." Paul says, "Follow peace 
** with all men, and hoiinefs, without 
" which no man shall see the Lord." 
And in his Epistle to the Colofsians he 
most sweetly excites believers to the ex- 
ercise of their graces in an outward ma- 
nifestative way towards each other, say* 
ing, " Put; on therefore, as the elect of 
God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, 

* tneeknefs, long-suffering ; forbearing 
' one another, and forgiving one an- 

* other, if any man have a quarrel 

* against any, even as Christ forgave 
' you, so also do ye. And above all 

* these things put on charity, which is 

* the bond of perfectnefs. And let the 

* peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
' the which also ye are called in one 

* body ; and be ye thankful., Let the 
' word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
' all wisdom ; teaching and admonlsh- 
^ ing one another, in psalms and hymns 

* and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
' in your hearts to the Lord. And 
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" whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, -do 
" all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
"giving thanks to God, and the Fa- 
'; ther by him." The Holy Ghost puts 
life into these exhortationsj which are 
perfectly spiritual and evangelical; and 
applies and makes them etfectual to the 
sanctified in Christ Jesus. He draws 
their minds off all other considerations, 
and fixes them on Christ and spiritual 
things. He sweetly inclines their wills, 
and most powerfully influences them to 
the putting on of the new man, as their 
proper garment, in the exercise of every 
grace in their walk before God and 
man. 

O my soul ! meditate on this subject. 
Seek for a growing acquaintance with it, 
that thou mayest live, think, speak, and 
act under the influence of it, and tura 
the whole of it for thyself into prayer. 
God the Spirit^! thou art efsential in 
thy personality and co-equality with the 
Father and the Son, the one living and 
jncomprehensible Jehovah. Thou art, 
in thy covenant-office and work, God 
the sanctifier, the spirit of life, of holi- 
fiefs, of Christ, and glory. Thou hast 
conveyed life to my soul from Christ the 
fountain of it; in whom all the springs 
'of it are contained. Thou hast sepa- 
rated me by thy holy and effectual call* 
ing to the Lord. Thou hast made me a 
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neir cmtnre ii| Christ SnvjL Thou 
bast wrought in it all spiritual graces, 
and implanted thereiti alt the seeds and 
principles of holinefs arid life leverlast-^ 
ing. Shine, Holy Ghost! on thy own 
vork in my soul. Draw forth thy graces 
implanted in me into constant act and 
exercise. Give me a clear view and ap- 
prehension of my union with Christ, 
and of my state in him; and lead me 
into fellowship with him in the blefs- 
ings, benefits, and glories t>f his resur- 
rection. As Christ is the life of all my 
grace and spirituality, teach me how to 
live continually on him^ that I may in ail 
things live to him. 

Do thou, O Holy Gho3l ! strengthen 
what thou hast wrought in me. Quicken, 
lead, guide, and continually influence 
me; that God in Christ may in me and 
by me be glorified in all things. Sanc- 
tify my will by the belief of the truth. 
Enable me to exercise every grace, that 
I may so walk in thy good ways, that 
sinners may have no evil thing justly to 
say against me, that saints may be edi- 
fied, and Christ magnified. O Holy Fa- 
ther! I believe thou dost, as the God 
t)f peace, (who art at peace with all thou 
seest in the beloved through the blood 
of his crofs) sanctify thy church by 
the blood of thy Son and the grace of 
thy Spirit, i beseech thee to sanctify 
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me "wholly in body, soul, and spirit. 
Keep me blamelefs in life, temper, and 
conversation unto the coming of Christ 
to receive me. at death to his everlasting 
iembraces. In health, in sicknefs, in 
life, and in death, let me be wholly de- 
voted to thee. In life let me be kept 
living on Christ; and at death let me 
be found looking unto him. And the 
praise shall be given to thee, O thou 
Holy and Eternal Three ! Amen. 




A 
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CHAP. IX. 

On Growth in Grace. What it consists in, and 
how it is manifested; — the way in which it is 
increased, and carried on in fellowship with 
God: zcith the knowledge which the Belieoer 
hath of it by comparing his experience :ffith 
, the wordf which treats on that subject. 

WE have taken a view of and 
treated on the office and work 
of the Holy Ghost in the regenerate and 
called people of God; in which heha* 
been considered as the great and divine 
agent of their regeneration, effectual 
calling, conversion, sanctification, and 
personal holinefs; who hath wrought all 
their works in and ybr them, and whose 
continued influence is the cause of their 
final perseverance, till grace is swal- 
lowed up in glory. Regeneration pro* 
duces conversion. The former is tbe 
act of God within us and upon us : the 
latter is our act towards God. We be- 
ing turned by the Lord return to him. 
In conformity with this acknowledged 
truth the prophet prays, " Turn thou us 
" O Lord ! and we shall be turned." 
Personal, internal, practical sanctifica- 
tion, godlinefs, and gospel holinefs are 
the fruits and effects of spiritual regenc- 
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ration and conversion to the Lord God,' 
as our reconciled Father in Christ Jesus, 
and under views and apprehensions of 
him as such, through the sacred and 
inward teaching of the Lord the Spirit. 
Sanctification is the fruit of spiritual 
life communicated to us from Christ 
the fountain of it, and conveyed to our 
souls in our new birth by the Spirit of 
Christ. It is exprefsed by the apostle 
to be "Living unto God." The effects 
of which are two-fold, viz. mortification 
of sin and a living erercise of grace. 
All those seeds of everlasting life, those 
principles of holinefs, those graces, and 
n6ly dispositions implanted in, the new 
nature, which the Holy Ghost hath be- 
gotten in us by the word and through 
his own divine energy, are drawn forth 
into act and exercise in our spiritual 
valk with God, and before him to the 
view of others; and also in our spiritual 
warfare against sin, satan, the world, 
self, death, and hell : and hereby proof 
is given that we have been with Jesus. 
The believer, in his living unto God and. 
as admitted into real communion with 
him, learns from the word and by the 
Spirit to know, that the Father loves 
him in Christ with an everlasting love, 
— that he hath accepted him in the be- 
loved, — that his person and state in 
Christ are immutably blefsed, — that he 
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is called to make use of Chxist and his 
fulnefs for all the purposes of spiritual 
life, and that he cannot die to sin, live 
unto God, nor grow in grace, but as he 
liveth out of, and entirely off himself, 
and all that he is in himself, on the ful** 
nefs of him thatjilleth all in all. . 

Growth in Grace is inseparably con- 
nected with an increasing know- 
ledge OF OUR Lord and Saviour 
JESUS CHRIST. Thus saith Peter, 
** Grow in grace and in the knowledge 
" of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: 
** to him be glory both now and for 
** ever. Amen*." 

It is commonly afserted, and even by 
come who are great divines, and also 
champions for the free and sovereign 
grace of God and doctrinal divinity, that 
sanctification is a progrefsive work in 
the soul. There is, say they, some- 
thing wanting in our faith, and hope^ 
and love; and consequently there are 
increase and growth in sanctification 
and holinefs. To which I would reply, 
if regeneration be at once complete, and 
sanctification and personal holinefs be 
the real fruits of it, then what is com- 
monly styled growth in sanctification 
and holinefs will be found, on the 
strictest examination, to be but the 
fruit of faith. In that case^ though 

* 2 Pet. ill. IS. . ^ 
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there be a growth in faith, it will not 
follow that it can be strictly and pro* 
perly said, that there is a gr-owth in 
sanctificationandholinefs; unlefs bring- 
ing forth the fruits of it in our life and 
conversation be called by that name. 
To this it may be objected, that the 
apostle John speaks of babes in Christ, 
also of young men, and Fathers in 
Christ, which evidently proves, that all 
God's children are not of one and the 
same jspi ritual growth and advancement 
in the school of Christ: and that con- 
sequently there must be allowed to be a 
spiritual growth in real christians. . It is 
most readily acknowledged, that the 
scriptures treat of true, real, and spiri- 
tual growth in the called people of God,^ 
which is styled in the infallible word 
Growth in Grace^ growing up into 
Christ, Sgc. But though there are in- 
numerable circumstantial differences in 
the cases and experiences of the called 
people of God, and though there is a 
growth which is suited to them, consi* 
dered ^^ babes, young men, and fat hers \ 
yet there is but one common life, in the 
various stages and degrees of the same 
life carried on to its periection by the 
Holy Spirit, until it iJsues in glory 
eternal. The work of God the Holy 
Ghost in regeneration is eternally com-* 
plfite. It droits of no incree^sc nor de^ 
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crease. It is one and the same in all 
believers. There will not be the least 
addition to it in Heaven: — not one 
grace, holy affection, desire, or disposi- 
tion then^ which is not in it now. The 
whole of the Spirit's work, therefore, from 
the moment of regeneration to our glo- 
rification, is to draw out those graces 
into act and exercise, which he hath 
wrought within us. And, though one 
believer may abound in the fruits of 
righteousnefs more than another, yet 
there is not one of them more regene- 
rated than another. This work of the 
Spirit, in which our meetnefs for the 
eternal fruition of God consists, is alike 
in all, in each, and every one, that is 
born of the Spirit. And the babe in 
Christ, dying as such, is as capable of 
as high communion with God as Paul 
in the state of glory. Because all de- 
pends on the eternal Spirit's drawing out 
the graces of the new creature into an 
actual exercise on God in Christ as his 
exceeding joy. The regenerate soul 
cannot have any addition to the holi- 
iiefs of that new principle imparted from 
the Spirit to eternity. He cannot be a 
partaker of every grace of the Holy 
Spirit more completely than he is al- 
ready. He is in Christ complete. And 
he can be but complete in glory. So 
that it appears to me to be most scrip- 
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tural to say, that though there is a 
growth of GracCy yet none in inward 
sanctification and holinefs. And the 
believers view of his spiritual state, as a 
new creature in Christ Jesus, hath a di- 
vine influence on his growth in grace* 
He should consider lixs heavenly Fat her' 9 
love to him to be without increase or 
diminution: as one eternal and cow- 
mmmate act in the infinite mind, which 
knows no changes towards him. He 
should view the finished work of the 
Son to be his everlasting salvation, in 
vhich he stands before the throne eter- 
nally complete. He should remember, 
that the revelation of the Father's love 
and the Son's redemption is once for all 
^ade and applied to him by the Holy 
Ghost ; so that, in all these respects, 
he cannot have greater evidence than he 
has of his union with Christ, and of his 
title to all spiritual blefsings in him; 
and that the Father's love and these 
inestimably precious truths are made 
realities to his spiritual mind by the 
^itnefs and testimony of the Holy 
Ghost. > 

This leads into an acquaintance with 
grace in its original, — with grace 
in the doctrine, infiuence, and efficacy 
^S it ; which is, as considered in God 
the fountain, his free, sovereign, and 
foyal favour, wherein there is life. All 
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tlie blefsings flowing from it are the ex- 
prefsions of God's eternal delight and 
complacency in his beloved ones. The 
whole doctrine of it, as recorded in the 
word, is one grand display of the love 
and bounty of the Three Persons in 
the one ever blefsed JEHOVAH to- 
wards the elect. It declares how freely 
God loves them. It sets forth how he 
bestows every blefsing of his love on 
them out of his hearty good will unto 
them, and how he continues the blefs- 
ings he bestows with the same everlast- 
ing good- will both in time and eternitv; 
hereby proving that they are " Tnt 
" blefsed . of the Lord who made Heaven 
** and earth." The influence and effi- 
cacy of divine grace on the mind of the 
believer are divinely quickening and 
powerful; and there is a rich variety of 
exprefsions made use of in the volume 
of inspiration to set this forth. The 
communication of spiritual and eternal 
life being the immediate consequence of 
union with the person of Christ, be- 
lievers arc said . to live through him^ 
sometimes by him, and at other times 
on him; and sometimes Christ is said to 
be their life, to live in them, to he in 
them. Even our Lord in the sixth chap- 
ter of John's gospel sets himself before 
Ufif as the giver of life, and also as the 
giver of the bread or meat which en* 
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dares unto eternal life,- — as that bread 
which came down from Heaven, the 
proper sustenance of spiritual and eternal 
life; and as sent into the world by the 
Father for that very purpose. He hath 
the word9 of eternal life. The exer-^ 
cises and actings of spiritual life are all 
under his immediate direction and in* 
fluence. The preservation, continu- 
ance, growth, and increase of it in 
, its acts and exercises are wholly from 
him. By his Holy Spirit he carries on 
all the operations of grace in the souls 
of his people : and as they are the ob- 
jects of his love and mercy, so he ful* 
fils in them all the good pleasure of his 
will agreeably to what he hath uttered in 
his most precious promises. Hereby he 
promotes spiritual growth and vigour in 
their souls. It is an everlasting truth, 
that it is wholly impofsible that a rege* 
Derate person should be kept alive to 
God and his Son Jesus Christ in heart 
and aflfections, let him be already fa- 
.voured with ever so great and supema* 
tural a knowledge of and communion 
with the Father and the Son, unlefs th^ 
Holy Ghost be pleased continually to 
give new light and life to the mind by 
setting home afresh with his own divine 
unction, power, and energy, what is 
known. Hence in the soul's real experi- 
ence it is found, that though divin6 
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truth dwells in the mind, yet the person 
is shut up, and remains dull, barren, and 
low in spiritual activity, notwithstand- 
ing what is already known hath been re- 
ceived through the channel of regenera- 
tion and from the word and spirit, ex- 
cept the same truths receive a fresh light, 
life, and influence from the Holy Ghost. 
If we be kept alive to God, if the Lord 
Jesus be increasingly precious to us, it 
must be owing to the Holy Spirit's open- 
ing the mind to perceive fresh glories 
and perfections in him and his great sal- 
vation, and to his giving us such appre- 
hensions of the Father's love in him as 
exceed all ever before discovered. 
. As it respects Growth in Grace, it 
consists in growing into a greater ac- 
quaintance with ourselves, with Christ 
and spiritual things, and in growing out 
of on r selves iw if o C h r i s t, rooted, ground- 
ed, and settled in him. This will appear 
if we consider those scriptures which treat 
of it, the promises which refer to it, a"^ 
the prayers offered for it to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Cheist. 
That spiritual growth consists in gro^' 
dng into a greater acquaintance ^^^|^ 
ourselves appears from the case of Pau^ 
'who, as he learnt to know himself and 
the grace of God exercised towards 2^ 
bestowed an him, styles himself " TW 
** least of the apostles," " Left than tW 
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" leaat of all saints," and " The chief of 
y sinners." This was the fruit of hi^ 
high advancement in divine fellowship 
with Jesus. 

In treating on this subject, Growth in 
Grace, and in shewing what, it consists 
in, and how it is manifested, I will briefly 
cite some scriptures which treat of it, 
the Lord's promises which have imme- 
diate reference to it, and take a view of 
the apostle's prayers for it, which by 
God's blefsing will lead us to right ap- 
prehensions of the subject before us. 
I will begin with Peters words, ** Grow 
" in grace." I conceive that by grace 
here all those faculties, graces, habitsj 
and dispositions, which are wrought in 
us by the Holy Ghost, are to be under- 
stood. And to have our spiritual facul* 
ties, graces, habits, and dispositions ex- 
ercised distinctly atid supernaturally on 
their proper objects and subjects is to 
grow in grace, agreeably to this apos- 
tolic exhortation. What follows in the 
text is explanatory of it; ** And in the 
*' knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
" Jesus Christ." He is the object, on 
which all our graces are to be exercised. 
He is the life of all our grace. There- 
fore growing into a greater knowledge 
of him and of the Father's love in him 
is to grow in grace ; for hereby all our 
graces are quickened, strengthened, ex- 
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ercised, and drawn forth to the praise and 
glory of God, It i§of vast importance on 
this subject to kno wthat all apostolical ex- 
hortations, as also the apostolical pra^'ers 
on divine record, are Founded on divine 
promises^ in which the interest of the 
Holy Trinity in the elect is included. 
Paul, speaking of spiritual growth, says 
to the Ephesians, ^' But speaking the 
** truth in love may grow up into him in 
^* all things, which is the Head, even 
** Christ: from whom the whole body 
** fitly joined together and compacted by 
" that which every joint supplieth, ac- 
** cording to the effectual working in the 
measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body unto the edifying of it- 
** self in love*." Here the relation of be- 
lievers unto Christ is stated. He is the 
Head, and they have union and relation 
to him as members of his mystic body. 
And in these words it is expreftly affirm^- 
ed, that as in the natural hody, there are 
supplies of nourishment and natural spi- 
rits communicated from the head unto 
the members by the subserviency of all 
the different parts of the body, designed 
for that purpose, to the growth and in- 
crease of every part ; so from Christ, the 
Head of his church, there is a supply of 
spiritual life, strength, and nourishment 
administered unto every member of the 

f Eph.iv. 15, l6. . 
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body uu to the increase, growth, and edii 
ficationof it: " For wearemernbersof his 
** body, of his flesh, and of his bones ^'^ 
We were mad-e out of Him, aa Eve was 
out of Adam : and yet we so continue in 
him as to have all our supplies from him : 
We being in him, and he in us. Paul in 
his Epistle to the Colofsians speaks the 
same truth. He affirms, that *' from the 
" head all the body by joints and bands 
" having nourishment ministered, and 
" knit together, increaseth with the in- 
*' crease of God." Our Lord treats thd 
subject thus: '^I am the true vine, and 
" my Father is the husbandman. Abide 
" in me, and I in you. As the branch 
** cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
** abide in the vine: no more can ye, ex- 
*' cept ye abide in me. I am the vine, 
" ye are the branches : he that abideth 
*' in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
'* forth much fruit: for without me (or 
'* separated from me) ye can do no* 
" thing^" The inbeing of the branches 
in the vine is the mean*of communicat- 
ing life, sap, and nourishment from it 16 
them. So the inbeing of believers in 
Christ, the holy-making vine, is th6 
mean whereby they receive that influ^t 
of light, life, grace, and influence froni 
hira, which makes them holy and fruit-^ 
fuL The fulnefs of Christ, God-man, 

^ Chap. V. 30. ? Join xy. 1, 4, 5. 
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Head and Mediator, is for the use and 
benefit of his people. And all those gifts 
and graces, in all their extent and di- 
versity, which he received, and hath most 
richly and freely bestowed on his pro- 
phets, apostles, and evangelists, and also 
on the pastors and teachers of his church, 
are for their edification; " Till'they all 
" come in the unity of the faith, and of 
" the knowledge of the Son of Godi 
" unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
*' of the stature of thefullnefs of Christ^" 
These scriptures shew what spiritual 
growth is : so do those promises which 
follow. The grace of the Holy Spirit 
implanted in regeneration is incorrupti- 
ble. It cannot be extinct.. It is of hea- 
venly extraction. Concerning which th6 
Lord saith, " I the Lord do keep it, I 
" water it every moment; lest any hurt 
" it, I will keep it night and day*." Ho^ 
the Lord is pleased to nourish and mak6 
his people fruitful is most sweetly set 
forth in the following promise. " I will 
" beas the dew unto Israel : he shall grow 
" as the lily, and cast forth his roots as 
** Lebanon. His branches shall spread, 
" and his beauty shall be as the olive- 
" tree, and his smell as Lebanon V Dew 
is of a fructifying nature. The Lord be- 
ing as dew unto Israel makes him grow 
up like a lily, and as the olive in beauty. 

^ Eph. iv. 13. « Is. xxvii. 3. ^ Hosea xiv. 5, 6. 
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Again the Lord says, " But unto you 
** that fear my name shall the Sun of 
*' righteousnefs arise with healing in his 
" wings; and ye shall go forth arid grow 
** up as calves of the stall." From the 
promises it appears, that spiritual gro\rth 
is wholly of the Lord, and that it con- 
sists of growing out of ourselves into 
Christ, so as to be rooted, grounded, 
and settled in him, and brought to a 
continual dependence on him; having 
received this truth into our hearts, that 
*' without him we can do nothing." 

The apostle's prayers for spiritual 
growth on behalf of the Ephesians run 
thus; " That the God of our Lord Je- 
** sus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
'^ give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 
" revelation in the knowledge of him^."^ 
" I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
" Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
*' family in heaven and earth is named, 
" that he would grant you according to 
" the riches of his glory to be strength-- 
ened with might by his spirit in the 
inner man, that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith; that ye being 
** rooted and grounded in love may be 
*Vable to comprehend with all saints 
** what is the breadth, and length, and 
" depth, and height; and to know the 
" love of Christ, which pafseth know- 

• 8 Eph. i. 17. 
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" ledge, that ye might be filled with all 
" the fulnefs of God\" For the Phi- 
lippians he pleads thus; "And this I pray, 
" that your love may abound yet more 
" and more in knowledge and in all judg- 
" ment ; that ye may approve things that 
" are excellent ; that ye may be sincere 
" and without offence till the day of 
" Christ; being filled with the fruits of 
" righteousnefs, which are by Jesus Christ 
" unto the glory and praise of God'.'* 
For the Colofsians he prays that they 
might " Be filled with the knowledge of 
" tne Lord's will, in all wisdom and spi- 
" ritual understanding : that they might 
" walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
" pleasing\" These prayers contain the 
very efsence of grace. They are all indit- 
ed by the Holy Ghost. They are all of- 
fered up for knowledge, as the mean of 
increasing faith, experience, and a true 
walk with God, They are founded on 
the covenant-acts and transactions of 
the coETERNAL Three. Their relation 
to us and covenant-offices on our behalf 
are very carefully attended to. They are 
not presented to God for inherent grace 
and holinefs, but for the strengthening 
and exercise thereof; for communion 
with God, for being strengthened with 
all might by the Spirit in the inner man, 
that we may have Christ dwelling in qur 
«» Ch. Hi. i4_ip. iCh.i.9, 10^11. kCh.i.9,10. 
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hearts by faith, and have it exercised 
distinctly and particularly on him, 
that we may abound in the knowledge 
of the Lord's will in all wisdom and spi- 
ritual understanding, so as to approve 
things that are excellent, and be filled 
with tlie fruits of righteousnefs. These 
are the blefsings requested; of which I 
may boldly say, greater cannot be re- 
quested for us : nor can God himself 
bestow greater on us. In them we may 
see what it is to grow in grace, what 
promotes spiritual growth, and that real- 
ly spiritual prayer is founded on our true 
knowledge of the persons in God, their 
relation to and interest in us, and their 
everlasting lovje and favour towards us. 
In the view of those divine truths, which 
serve to draw out pur hearts, and in- 
crease our confidence in the Lord our 
God, believers pray in the Holy Ghost; 
and, under his divine unction and influ- 
ence, enjoy such communion with God 
and his^ Son Jesus Christ, as affords 
them a real foretaste of Heaven and 
eternal glory. But although the scrip- 
ture treats of growth in grace, though 
the promises, which are so many expo- 
sitions on the covenant, refer to it, and 
though the apostolical prayers shew us 
what it consists in; yet there are some 
of the Lord's people, in whom the es-r 
sence and reality of holinefs dwell, who 

L 
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do not perceive in themselves any spi- 
ritual growth. ' It should therefore he 
remembered that there is real growth in 
grace where it is not perceived. Wc 
should judge of it, not by what we ex- 
perience of it in ourselves, b(ut by the 
wordl It is a subject for faith to be 
exercised on. The seasons of spiritual 
growth are seasons of soul distrefs, when 
we are in heavinefs through manifold 
temptations, and when we feel and mourn 
most on account of a body of sin. It 
is common for us to think, that when 
we enjoy most of God in a manifesta- 
tive way, then we thrive most No. 
When we are favoured with the clear 
sunshine of divine favour our spiritual 
graces and fruits are ripened; but they 
thrive and grow most, when we are in 
our own views in the lowest cases and 
frames. Spiritual Growth is a mystery, and 
is more evident in some than in others. 
The more the Holy Spirit shines into 
the mind, and puts forth his life-giving 
influences in the heart, so much the more 
sin is seen, felt, and loathed, as the greatest 
of all evils. And this is an evidence of 
spiritual growth, viz. to hate sin, as sin, 
and to abhor it on account of its con- 
trariety to the nature of God. The 
quick perception and insight which we 
have of inherent sin, and our feeling of 
it^, so as to look on ourselves as most 
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vile, to renounce ourselves and all we 
can do foi* ourselves, and look wholly 
and immediately to Christ for relief and 
strength are growth in grace, and a sure 
and most certain evidence of it. To 
see more into the excellency and spiri- 
tuality of spiritual truths and to prize 
and esteem them with an increasing 
pleasure, on account of their sublimity 
and divinity, are real growth in grace. 
To see more of our need of depending 
continually on the person, work, inter- 
cefsion, and word of the Lord Jesus is 
the effect of spiritual growth. To be- 
come more spiritual in worship, esteem- 
ing ordinances more by divine quicken- 
ings, and by God-glorifying and Christ- 
exalting thoughts created in our minds 
by the Holy Ghost, and not being con- 
tented with the use of means, unlefs we 
have real communion with the Father 
and the Son through the spirit, is to 
grow in grace. 

A young convert is much taken with 
his ovm importunity in prayer, with his 
own enlargements and affections, (they 
being very warm and lively) with the 
multitude of ordinances, and the much 
time he spends in the use and observ- 
ance of them: whereas a believer of 
longer standing and greater measure of 
spiritual growth values those discoveries, 
which the Holy Spirit gives him in 

l2 
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?rayer and inward converse with the 
*ord, of the Father's free love, and the 
Son's personal, particular, and prevalent 
intercefsion on his behalf; and he is 
more taken with those, than with his 
own fervour and his own supplications 
at the throne of grace. There is indeed 
a spiritual growth in all the called peo- 
ple of God suited to and corresponding 
with their age and state in Christianity, 
as babeSy young meriy and fathers. The 
babes in Christ are particularly affected 
with a sense and enjoyment of pardon- 
ing mercy, and with calling God Fa- 
ther. Hence it must necefsarily follow, 
that the blefsings of pardon of sin, peace 
with God, the F^pirit of adoption, where- 
by they cry Jbba Father, i. e. Father, 
Father, and advancement in an increas- 
ing spiritual perception of these ines- 
timably precious realities must be a 
Growth in Grace, such as is quite suited 
to their spiritual stature and circum- 
stances. The young men in Christ, 
whose graces are particularly active, re- 
sist unto blood, striving against sin. 
The glory of young men is their strength, 
says Solomon. And the spiritual 
strength of these young men in Christ is 
exercised in fighting the Lord's battles 
against the world, the devil, and the 
flesh ; so that their growing strong ia 
the grace M'hich is in Christ Jesus, or 
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their growing strong in the Lord and in 
the power of his might, is quite suited 
to their spiritual state, case, and experi- 
ence. The apostle John writing to 
these saith, " Ye are strong, and the 
" word of God abideth in you, and ye 
" have overcome the wicked one." And 
then he gives them the following ex- 
hortation, " Love not the world, nei- 
" tlier the things that are in the world; 
" if any man love the world, the love of 
" the Father is not in him. For all that is 
" in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
" the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
" life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
" world. And the world pafseth away, 
" and the lust thereof: but he that 
" doeth the will of God abideth for 
" ever." Theirlearning the use of every 
part of their spiritual armour, fighting 
the good fight of faith, wielding the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God, looking wholly to^ and depend- 
ing entirely 6n Christ, the captain of 
salvation, for strength, succefs, and vie-' 
tory over all their enemies, are Groxvth 
in Grace. To know Christ more clear- 
ly, spiritually, and distinctly, in the 
eternity, glory, and excellencies of his 
person, as God-man, the head and Me- 
diator of his church, and the perfection, 
worth, and eternal excellency of his 
righteousnefs and atonement, is the sig- 
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nal honour, ttnd the peculiar distinction 
of the Fathers in Christ from the babes 
and young men. And, as peculiarly 
i^uited to their age and state in chris* 
tianity, their Growth in Grace, in the 
very efsential part and proof of it, con- 
sists in their increasing in the know- 
ledge of Jesus and of the Father in him 
through the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
and in growing up into Christ, viz. into 
real and personal communion with him, 
whereby they become more deeply root- 
ed in him, and more firmly grounded on 
him. Thus by the sacred unction of 
the Holy Ghost leading the believer on 
from strength to strength Growth in 
Grace is promoted, increased, and car- 
ried on in fellowship with God. Agree- 
ably to which the apostle says, " But 
'* we all with open face, beholding as in 
" a glafs the glory of the Lord, are 
" changed into the same image from 
^* glory to glory, even aS by the Spirit 
" of the Lord^" It is by a superuatu-. 
ral light shining on the word and re- 
flecting on the renewed mind that the 
believer takes in views of Christ from 
the word. The glory of his person is 
viewed, and the believer apprehends 
Christ, as he is in truth, " The only be- 
" gotten of the Father, full of grace and 
'' truth." And the beholding of Christ 

^SCor. iii. 18.. 
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in the light of the word and Spirit is 
quickening. It fills the mind with won- 
der, the heart with love, the conscience 
With peace, and the aiFections with holy 
•delight. And the believer is hereby 
changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. In the gospel, as in a mirror, is 
Christ set forth as the brightnefs of his 
Father's glory and the exprefs image of 
his person. In the face, or person, of 
Jesus Christ revealed in the gospel the 
glory of God shines forth. Believers 
have aiclear view of it, as they in a spi- 
ritual way take into their enlightened 
•minds Jesus Christ. He dwells in their 
hearts by faith ; and by the Holy Spirit's 
.thus revealing Christ in the word to 
them and in them they are changed into 
the same image, which consists in a 
conformity to him. Yet it is by de- 
grees : for, from' our regeneration to our 
glorification, we are growing up into 
Ohrist. When he first manifested him- 
self to us he apprehended us as his be- 
loved ones, and took hold of us, as the 
objects of his Father's love, to work in 
us and to bestow all grace on qs. And 
as he shines in us and reflects his glory 
on us, and as we take in increasing ap- 
prehensions of him; so we are in a gra- 
dual way changed from one degree of 
glory to another. This glorious image 
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of Christ is^ perfected by little and little, 
till wc come to the measure of the sta- 
ture of the fulnefs of Christ Paul 
speaking of his own conversion to the 
liOrd says, " It pleased God, who sepa- 
rated me from my mother's womb, 
and called me by his grace, to reveal 
** his Son in me"." Paul was a perfect 
man in Christ on the first day of his 
translation into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son. He had a full and complete 
knowledge of Christ Whereas we, even 
ail of us, are but growing by degrees, 
and sometimes very slowly, into the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. 
And thus " The path of the just is as 
" the shining light, which shineth more 
" and more unto the perfect day." This 
evidently refers to Growth in Grace. 
And it receives its accomplishment as 
the Holy Gliost is pleased to lead us 
into more enlarged views of and ac- 
quaintance with Christ and spiritual 
things, which is effected by spiritual re- 
velation or a new creating act of God 
within us. So says the apostle: " God, 
" who commanded the light to shine 
" out of darknefs, hath shined into our 
" hearts to give us the light of the 
•* knowledge of the glory of God in the 
" face of Jesus Christ"." The believer 
finds the reality of divine things, and 

. " Gal. i. 15, \6. ° 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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that they carry their own evidence to 
the mind; and by comparing his expe- 
rience with the word, which treats on 
spiritual growth, he hath a knowledge 
and spiritual perception of his own 
growth in the things of God. He finds, 
as he is enabled to centre in Christ and 
live on him, as the fountain and spring 
of all his spiritual and eternal life and 
Kght, that the Holy Spirit is pleased to 
put forth his influential power and 
energy. In consequence of which such 
measures of life, light, holinefs, consola- 
tion, and joy are produced, as evidently 
manifest growth in the fruits of faith, 
grace, and holinefs. The believer's 
high prizings of Christ, his increasing 
estimation of the person of Jesus, and 
hts spiritual desires after close and inti- 
mate fellowship with Christ^ are thus 
exprefsed by the apostle. " Yea doubt- 
'' lefs, and I count all things but lofs 
** for the excellency of the knowledge 
" of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I 
** have suffered the lofs of all things, 
" and do count them but dung that I 
" may win Christ, and be found in him, 
** not having mine own righteousnefs, 
" which is of the law, but that which is 
" through the faith of Christ, the righ- 
" teousnefs which is of God by faith; 
" that I may know him, and the power 
" of his resurrection, and the fellowship 



( 226 ) 

*' of his sufferings, being made conform- 
** able unto his deaths" 

O my soul ! here is a subject which 
requires close consideration, and should 
lead thee to self-examination, that thou 
mayest know what thy real state is re- 
specting spiritual Growth in Grace in 
the exercise of thy graces; and what 
real communion with Christ and 
growth into him thou hast in thy own 
experience. Look up to the eternai. 
Three, and pour out thy heart at the 
throne of grace, saying, O thou in- 
comprehensible, ESSENTIAL, and 
EVER blessed JEHOVAH, thou God 
of ALL GRACE ! I bcsecch thee to look 
down from the habitation of thy holi- 
iiefs and glory, and behold me, Holy 
Father! in the beloved, and help me 
to view and consider thee in thy high 
title, THE God of all grace. Teach, 
me from thy word and by thy Spirit 
what grace is. Give me to conceive 
rightly how freely thou dost bestow all 
the blefsings of thy love on me in Christ 
Jesus. Thou hast been pleased to shew 
forth thy greatnefs and goodnefs, the 
exceeding riches of thy grace, and thy 
icindnefs towards me in Christ Jesus 
in the holy Gospel. Thou hast made 
me thine for ever: and thctu. Lord, art 
become my God. According to thine 

^ Phil. iii. 8, S, 10. 
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own heart thou hast done all these great 
things for thy word's sake; and thou 
hast made thy servant to know them. 
Teach me, I beseech thee, more effec- 
tually to apprehend what thy word pro-/ 
mises respecting Growth in Grace. Let 
me view thy promises concerning it. 
Grant me to mix faith with them, that 
I may receive thereby that grace which 
shall enable me to live on the fulnefs of 
Jesus. Send down thy Holy Spirit 
afresh into my heart to glorify thy 
Son, and lead me into communion with 
THYSELF in HIM. O Holy Ghost! be 
unto my soul all that is contained in 
thy own word of promise, wherein thou 
sayest, " I will be as the dew unto 
" Israel." Make fresh discoveries of 
Christ, as he is revealed in th^word, 
to my understanding. Let me, under 
thy own divine and most gracious in- 
fluences, grow into an increasing know- 
ledge of his person, and into more 
bright views of his worth and excel- 
lencies. Breathe, O Holy Ghost ! on 
my soul. Water me every moment, and 
make me as a fruitful garden, whose 
waters fail not, that I may appear to 
be the blefsed of the Lord. I ask it, 
Holy Father ! for the honour of thy co- 
equal Son, to whom with thee and 
the Holy Ghost be unceasing praise. 
Amen^ and Amen, 
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CHAP. X. 

On Communion with the Persons in God. — With 
the Fathtr in his Love, with the Son in his 
Salvation^ and with the Holy Ghost in his 
gifts, graces, and cofisolations. 

IN THE RECORD OF GRACE, whlch IS 
contained in the inspired Word, the 
Holy Ghost hath been pleased to give 
us an infallible account of his work, 
presence, and gracious influences within 
and upon the souls of the regenerate. 
Of which indeed He only can give a 
perfect description ; He being the Au- 
thor and finisher thereof. The energy, 
with which the word is accompanied, 
and the graces, fruits, and effects, which 
it produces, are fully known to Him^ 
and can only be properly described by 
him. He, speaking of a Christian, styles 
him a man in Christy — a new creature 
in Christ Jesus, — a temple oj' the living 
God, and one in whom God dwelleth. 
From which exprefsions much light and 
knowledge into the great subject of the 
agency of the eternal Spirit in his divine 
and supernatural efficacy in the hearts of 
believers may be received; and also from 
those peculiar forms of speech with which 
the scriptures abound, which belong to 
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what is strictly and personally experi- 
nfiental. I allude to such as these; — *' It 
" pleased God to reveal his Son in me," 
— " Christ formed in you," — '* Christ in 
" you." The first of which exprefses an 
act of God the Father towards a regene- 
rate person. The apostle when speaking 
in his Epistle to the Galatians concern* 
ing the revelation of the knowledge of 
Christ, which he had received*, calls it 
" Revealing Christ in him\" It was a 
rcdealing Christ to him that he might, 
preach him to others. ** It pleased God 
•* to reveal his Son in me, that I might 
" prea^ him among the heathen." JE-f 
HOVAH, the Father, gave Paul an in- 
timate knowledge of Christ in his own 
heart. The knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ did shine 
into his heart, that he might preach it 
to others. Therefore when he saith, " He 
" revealed his Son in me," it is as if he had 
said, he revealed the gospel ; for it was 
tliat he might preach it. So as it re- 
spects believers, this exprefsion implies 
the true knowledge of Christ received 
from the gospel by faith. The Holy 
Spirit createth light in the renewed un- 
derstanding, and by this light, through 
the revelation which God hath made of 
his Son in the gospel, the regenerate per- 
son takes in such ideas and apprehen* 

•Ch. i. 17. *»yersel6. 
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siom of Christ, as never entered into a 
carnal mind. And thus God reveals his 
Son ; and this revelation and knowledge 
of the Son of God are life eternal. 

The exprefsion Christ Jormed in you 
respects the true formation of Christ, as 
he is revealed in the gospel, in the minds 
of the regenerate. It respects their be- 
ing fully evangelized. So the phraseo- 
logy Christ in you implies the know- 
ledge of the Lord Jesus Christ deriv- 
ed from the gospel; which knowledge 
received from the anointing, which 
teacheth all things, is the greatest evi- 
dence of future glory. And Christ thus 
revealed in the soul is well exprefsed 
in the apostle's prayer on behalf of 
the believing Ephesians, " That Christ 
** might dwell in their hearts by faith.'* 
As the object dwells in the eye; so Christ 
dwells in the heart by faith. The Holy 
Ghost gives that sight of Christ to faith, 
that makes him real and present to a 
man's soul. So that he is as really pre- 
sent to faith, as set forth in the written 
word, as he is to the sense of the blefsed 
in glory. 

There are other exprefsions consecrat- 
ed by the Holy Ghost in the sacred vo- 
lume, such as these, " He," i. e. Christ, 
*' abideth in us*^," — " I am apprehended 
" of Christ V which shew what an im- 

5lJohniii.24. dphil. Hi. 13. . 
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p5rtant reality there is in alt the acts of 
Jhe Eternal Three put forth within us, 
and fully demonstrate the believer to be 
a real partaker of a spiritual and super- 
natural birth ; that he is quickened with 
eternal life, and that he has a supernatu- 
ral knowledge of God, and spiritual and 
intimate fellowship with him. Hence 
John says, "Truly our fellowship is with 
" the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
** Christ." This inestimable blefsing he 
speaks of as belonging to all the holy 
brethren: therefore he adds, "And these 
" things write we unto you, that your 
" joy may be fulP." We can never too 
strictly attend to the words which the 
Holy Ghost makes use of on these great, 
mysterious, and divine realities, nor stu- 
dy them too closely; nor can they be 
understood to our spiritual profit, but as 
he leads us into his own mind and will 
as exprefsed in them. It is an eternal 
truth, that what he sets forth concern- 
ing the whole subject of grace is most 
truly divine, and that every part and 
branch of it is exprefsed in the apostolic 
writings. It is *' not in the words which 
" man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
" Holy Ghost teacheth ; comparing spi- 
" ritual things with spiritual." Thus 
Growth in Grace is exprefsed by " in- 
" creasing in the knowledge of our Lord 
" and Saviour Jesus Christ;" and perse- 

^ I John i» 4. 
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Terance in holinefs by being " strong iu 
" the Lord and in the power of his 
" might." Union with Chiist is the 
foundation of all communion with him. 
In consequence of it, the Holy Ghost 
lives and dwells in us. His indwelling 
influence and energy in the souls of the 
regenerate are the effect of their being 
one with Christy and his being one with 
them; and spiritual growth and com- 
munion are divinely increased and pro- 
moted by the word. We expect to grow 
into Christ by our own experience, and 
conceive, that, if we knew more of our- 
selves and our innate sinfulnefs and cor- 
ruption, we should most certainly grow 
in grace; but this is a mistake: for we 
can only grow into Christ by faith in the 
word which reveals him. As the Holy 
Ghost is pleased to enable us to take in 
views of Christ from it, and mix faith 
with the revelation of him therein; we 
thereby grow into an increasing know- 
ledge and fellowship with Wm, and with 
the Father in him. Paul exprefses his 
own spiritual growth thus, " I follow af- 
" ter, if that I may apprehend that for 
" which also I am apprehended of Christ 
" Jesus^" From the apostle's words we 
learn that Christ's apprehending him 
and putting forth his influential power 
in his soul were the means of his con* 

« Phil. iii. 12. 
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version to the Lord. In the soul's spi^ 
ritually apprehending of Christ true 
conversion unto God consists; this leads 
into real communion with him : and 
herein lies the very efsence of real grace 
and eternal blefsediiefs. This communi- 
nion, as we grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, we most highly prize ; be- 
cause in it we truly live to Gfod, and find 
that the very life of grace and glory is 
contained and most sweetly and divinely 
experienced in fellowship with the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. This' 
is the utmost perfection of our most holy 
religion, which begins with knowing 
" the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
** whom he hath sent," through the di- 
vine unction of the Holy Ghost, who 
leads into real, spiritual, and supernatur 
ral communion with the Father and the 
Son. It is begun when we receive spi- 
ritual life from Christ our living Head, 
and is carried on by the secret, imper- 
ceptible, and powerful operations of the 
eternal Spirit. It is manifested by those 
spiritual breathings after God in the out- 
goings of the soul to him in aspirations 
and desires after him, and by those ve- 
hement thirstings to enjoy his love and 
manifestative presence, which are found 
in our experiences, and in the true ex- 
ercise of our faith, and hope, and love to 
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him, in oui^ attendance on his divine an4 
instituted worship. In the use and ob* 
gervance of these ordinances, which the 
Lord hath appointed, the Holy Ghost is 
pleased to breathe on the souls of be- 
lievers, drawing out their graces into act 
and exercise, and giving them some pre- 
cious views of Christ and divine disco- 
veries and sensations of the Father's love. 
Hence it is that they find it good to 
draw nigh unto God at his throne. Whilst 
we can never value communion with the 
X.ord too highly, (as we may well esteem 
it heaven really enjoyed on earth) yet 
we should learn to understand what it 
consists in; and should estimate it, not 
30 much by the length and extraordina^ 
ry elevation of it, and the joys with which 
it may at some special seasons be accom- 
panied, as by the reality of it. We are 
apt to overlook what communion with 
God is, and wherein it consists ; because 
we conceive too much of the spirituality 
and sublimity of it, when it is indeed an 
immutable verity, that though it is whol- 
ly supernatural, yet it is in its own na- 
ture truly simple. Yea, we are apt to 
overlook it merely on account of its en- 
tire and perfect simplicity and spiritua- 
lity. It consists on God's part in the 
outgoings of his heart in the discoveries 
and manifestations of his love to us in 
his beloved Son. And on our part in the 
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goxrigs forth of our hearts towards him 
in return for his everlasting love to us* 
It is a spiritual and supernatui*al act and 
exercise of the mind on God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, as our God, out 
portion, and inheritance. We arc, it may 
be, continually prone to conceive that we 
have no communion with the Lord, un-< 
lefs we have some very high-raised aspi- 
rations after God, and some very special 
and unspeakable joy and consolation 
from him. Yet, if we were to lay aside 
all prejudices, which we may have enter- 
tained in our minds concerning this sub- 
ject, it would be found, on a very close, 
exact, and impartial examination into 
the real case, frames, and universal ex- 
perience of all saints, and it would prove 
to be a real fact, that there is very inti- 
mate fellowship with the Holy One, when 
there is not the least sensible joy attend- 
ing it To explain and illustrate it by 
way of example. Communion consists 
in mutual intercourse. Two friends, who 
love each other, as David and Jonathan 
did, even as their own souls, find that 
their sweetest felloM^ship consists in the 
mutual opening of their hearts; and if 
the one can afsist the other, he who can 
receive afsistance from his friend find^ 
that he has peculiar fellowship with him 
in interview, freely opens his case to him^ 
and leaves it to his consideration. The 
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fellowship is iDestimably free on both 
sides. The one exprefses it in speaking 
out his case; the other in affording that 
relief to his necefsitous friend, which 
his real circumstances require. This may 
serve to convey a clear idea to our minds 
what communion is, and wherein it con- 
sists between God and us. It also proves, 
even to demonstration, that it may be very 
close and intimate without any extraor- 
dinary joys and raptures following it. As 
art efsential union, in- being, and com- 
munion, which are absolutely ineffable, 
exist between the eternal and co-equal 
Three in the one incomprehensible 
Godhead; so their union and com- 
munion are the foundation of the union 
and communion which they have with 
Christ and the elect in him. As the Fa- 
ther hath life in himself, so, according 
to the federal or covenant-acts of the 
efsential Three, the Father " hath given 
" to the So?i, as God-man, to have life 
*^ in himself Our Lord exprefseth him- 
self on this great subject thus, "That 
*' they all may be one, as thou. Father, 
" art in me; and I in thee, that they also 
" may be one in us: — I in them, and 
" thou in me, that they may be made 
*^ perfect in oneV And as, according 
to these eternal acts of the efsential Three, 
the elect are united to Christ, God-man; 

'John xvii. 21— 23. 
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so they are quickened through him, and 
live by him : which great truth our Lord 
sets before us in these words, " As the 
" living Father hath sent me, and I live 
^* by the Father; so he that eateth me, 
** even he shall live by me^" 

The elect have union and interest in 
each of the divine persons in the God- 
head. This IS founded on the union and 
relation which the elect have to the per- 
son of Christ, God-man, their eternal 
Head, everlasting Father, Husband, and 
Friend. The eternal Three are therefore 
pleased to hold distinct and personal 
communion with tliem, whereby they 
give the called in Christ Jesus distinct 
apprehensions of their personal interest 
in the everlasting and unchangeable love 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the 

ETERNAL THREE in the ONE JeHOVAH, 

Thiis communion is set forth as exprefs- 
ed to us through the mediation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, under the Le- 
vitical dispensation, when the sacrifices 
were offered and the blood carried into 
the holiest of all, the high priest was to 
pronounce the following benediction on 
the people, " The Lord blefs thee and 
" keep thee; the Lord make his face to 
^* shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
^* thee : the Lord lift up the light of his 
** countenance upon thee, and give thee 
^' peace." 

« John vi. 57, 
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The high priest coining from the pre- 
sence of the Holy Trinity pronounced 
the name JEHOVAH three times, point- 
ing out thereby the offices of each of the 
divine persons in the oeconomy of the 
covenant, and how they stand related 
to the church : so our great High Priest, 
Jesus the Son of God, having finished 
the work of salvation, blefses his redeem- 
ed by making them to know that the 
Lord Jehovah is their God, by putting 
his name upon them, by communicating 
spiritual life unto them, and admitting 
tnem into communion with the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, in love, grace, 
and consolation. Let it be observed, 
that the incomprehensible, efsence of 
God is the object of worship. The 
Godhead is the fountain of the divine 
persons. They equally exist in it by 
efsential union; so that in each and 
every act of worship they are adored and 
worshipped. " We begin our prayers to 
" God the Father, and conclude them 
" in the name of Jesus Christ; yet the 
" Son is no lefs invoked and worshipped 
*^ in the beginning of our addrefs than 
" the Father, though he be peculiarly 
" mehtioned as Mediator in the close, 
" not as Son to himself, but as Media- 
** tor to God in Trinity. In the invo- 
" cation of God the Father we invocate 
every person, because we invocate thcf 
Father as God, every person being so**' 
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Dr. Owen. — In that divine directory 
which is recorded by the apostle Paul in 
his epistle to the Ephesians** for the be-^ 
nefit of the church in all succeeding 
ages, this is fully declared. Our accefs' 
in worship is said to be to the Father 
through Christ by the Spirit. In which' 
scripture there is a distinction of the 
persons, as to their operations, but none 
in point of their equality as the object 
of our worship. For the Son and Holy 
Ghost are no lefs worshipped in our ac- 
cefs to God than the Father himself: 
only that the grace of the Father, which 
we receive a sense and enjoyment of 
through the Son's mediation and the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, is that 
which we draw nigh unto God for. So* 
that when by the distinct dispensation 
of the Trinity and of every person we 
are led to worship the whole Trinity and 
every person; by what n^me soever,' 
whether of Father, Son, or Holy Ghost^ 
we invocate him, all the divine persons 
have union anH personal communion 
with us, and an indwelling in us. 
The Father dwells in us\ ** If we 
" love one another, God dwelleth in 
" us. Hereby we know that we dwell 
" in him, and he in us, because he 
** hath given us of his Spirit. Whoso-' 
" ever shall confefs that Jesus is the Son 

* €ap. ii. 18. * 1 John iv. 12, 13, \S. 
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*' of God, God dwelleth in him, and be 
" in God." Now it is evident, that it 
is God the Father which is spoken of, 
from the words which stand in immediate 
connection with those which I have cit- 
ed, " And we have seen and do testify, 
" that the Father sent the Son to be the 
"Saviour of the world ^" Christ 
dwelleth in us. Thus he writes to the 
Colofsians ^ ; " Christ in you. " Thus he 
prays for the Ephesians; "That Christ 
" may dwell in your hearts by faith™.'* 
The Holy Ghost dwelleth in us. 
"He that raised up Christ from the 
"dead shall ^ also quicken your mortal 
" bodies by his Spirit which dwelleth in 
"you"." God the Father dwelleth in 
us by pofsefsing our minds with appre- 
hensions of his love; and we dwell in 
him as we know and believe the love 
which he hath to us. The apostle John 
exprefsly makes mention of commu- 
nion with the Father and the Son, which 
i3 not to be understood as exclusive of 
the Holy Ghost, by whflm it is we en- 
joy it. He declares it to be the blefsed 
privilege of real saints. " Truly," says 
he, " our fellowship is with the Fatheri' 
" and with his Son Jesus Christ" Our 
Lord himself also has introduced this 
divine subject of communion into that 

^ 1 John iv. 14.. » Chap. i. 2^. 

« Chap. iii. ij. , n Ro„j^ yiii^ ij^ 
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consolatory addrefs which he delivered 
to his disciples prior to his departure 
from them, and thereby presented it to 
our view. " If a man love me, he m^U 
^* keep my words: and my Father will 
^^ love him, and we will come to him, 
** and make our abode with him^" 

Fellowship with Christ is exprefsly^ 
fully, and repeatedly spoken of in the 
sacred scriptures. 2'he Song of Songs, 
V)hich is Solomon's, is a divine treatise 
upon the subject. Paul saith, " God is 
" faithful, by whom ye were called unto 
^* the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 
''our Lord^" Our Lord speaks of it 
1X1 these words, '^ Behold, I stand at the 
" door and knock; if any man hear my 

V voice and open the door, I will come 
*' in to him, and sup with him^and lie 
♦* with me"*." Communion with the Ho- 
ly Ghost is taken notice of by the apos- 
tle in his epistle to the Corinthians'. In 
fais epistle to the Romans" he makes dis- 
tinct mention qf his love. Moreover he 
directs his supplication peculiarly to the 
Holy Ghost in that most solemn bene« 
diction to which I have just alluded, 
and which I shall now recite. " The 
*/ grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

V the love of God, and the communion 
*' of the Holy Ghost be with you." AH 

* John xiv. 23. p 1 Cor. i. 9- "^ Rev. iri. 2Q» 
S Cbap. xuu 14, • Chap, xv, 30. 

M 
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^nch bene(&ctioQ6 aire origuiftHy mppliw 
cationg. He is entitled to all instituted 
vorship from the appointmeDt of the 
admiaistxation of baptism in hi« name^ 
There is no act of worship, no duty Bor 
obedience performed, no going forth of 
our souls to God^ but what rs distinctly 
directed unto Father, Son, and Spirit; 
and by ^ese and soch like means we 
liold communion with God. And the 
gracioas commumcationa of the Lord 
God to us' are held forth in the divine 
word 90 ag to be ascribed jointly to all 
the persons in the Godhead, and also re- 
spectively to each of them. See the 
apostolic pmyer which is recorded by 
Jolm^ *' Grace be uato you and peace 
^^ from him which is, and which was, 
^'^ and which is to come} and from the 
*^ sevcfn spirits which are before the 
^^ throne; and from Jesus Christ, who 
** is the faithful and true witnefs^ &a'' 
The seven spirits before tlie thfone are 
the Holy Spirit of God considered as 
the fountain of every perfect gift and 
grace. 

. All the Three Persons are here joined 
together, and yet all are mentioned as 
distinguished in their communications 
of grace and peace unto the saints. 
These things duly considered snf^ciently 
prove that the holy Trinity have and 

5 Matt, xKviiu 19, " Bm. i. 4« 5. 
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htid dt&tinct and actuat feltowsliip whh. 
iaint^ aod that the joints also have di£^ 
tim:t and actual fellowsliip with the 
holy Trinity. And this communion is 
with the Father in his love, with the 
Son in his salvation^ ami with the Holy 
Ghost m his gifts and graces. To be* 
gin with- the communion which God the 
Father holds with the belieA^en, and with 
the reciprocal fellowship which the be-» 
licver Imth with him, under the shine, 
infiuenjce, revelation, and discoveries of 
bis everlasting love. There . are seasons 
in the case and experience of the child 
of God, ^iien the Lord is pleased to lift 
up the light of his reconciled counte-^ 
oitiice open him, and to fill his mind ami 
heart with some high and vast views and 
^prehensions of his ancient, inraitttable, 
aod everlasting love to him: in conse**^ 
tpience of which he bath su<ch a fixed>^ 
nefs^of mind upon the subject, and such 
ioward conceptions that ^^ God is love^ 
^ and hath loved him with an ever>- 
^ lasting love," as far exceed all that 
9ras ever written or spoken on the sub^^ 
jcct. This is indeed God the Father 
causing his gqodnefs and glory to pafs 
befoce him, and, as it were, saying to 
his cfaiid, as he did to Moses, '^ Thou 
^* bast fomnd grace izi my sight, and I 
*^ know thee byname^*.*' Tbe believei: 

M 2 
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adores the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ for such discoveries and 
manifestations of his free, rich, and so<* 
vereign grace. He in the light of th« 
vord and spirit views the Father's love 
as the original of all spiritual and super^ 
natural blefsings. He has most piieci* 
ous apprehensions of God's loving hitti 
personally, individually, merely, and 
only, because it is the good pleasure of 
his will so to do. He sees that out of 
the great love wherewith he loved him 
he chose him in Christ, gave him being 
and life in him before the world began; 
blefsed him in him, with all spiritual 
blefsings, and accepted him in the be^* 
tovED. He is filled with high and 
adoring thoughts of God's love in that 
vast exprefsion of it, viz. the gift and 
mifsion of his only begotten Son to be 
a propitiation for sin, that the believer 
might live through him. The love of 
God is shed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghost. The blefsing is bestowed, 
which is requested in the intercefsory 
prayer of our Lord, who addrefsed his 
divine Father on thebehalf of his people 
thus : ** That the love wherewith thou 
.** hast loved me may be in them, and I 
^* in them.'' Whilst this may be consi«- 
dered as most high, supernatural, and 
^extraordinary communion, such as ail 
believers are not alike favoured with, I 
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would observe that the way in whicK 
the believer most commonly enioys com- 
munion with- God is by taitn, as en- 
lightened and quickened by the Holy 
Ghost to receive the revealed account of 
the Father's love, which is truly enjoyed 
by spiritual meditations on it. The be-> 
liever hath an experience of this truth 
in his own soul, viz. that " God is love, 
f* and that he that dwelleth in love («. e, 
**. in divine meditations on the love of 
V God) dwelleth in God, and God ia 
f him." The Fathers great love ex- 
prefsed by the mifsion of his Son into 
the world,^ that he might live through 
him, warms his heart. He loves God, 
because he first loved him. To simplify 
this subject, . and bring it down to the 
meanest spiritual capacity : all .those 
drawings out of the heart, which are 
experienced by believers in Jesus, in 
adoring and admiring thoughts of God's 
electing love are communion with the 
Father. Real believers have commu- 
nion with God in a twofold way and 
manner. First, by a spiritual and intui- 
tive knowledge of God in the doctrine 
of his everlasting love; and, secondly, 
by the immediate influence of the Holy 
Qhost, who sets on the Father's love with 
such an inflaming light, and with such 
powerful efficacy, as make it so manifest 
to the soul, and produce such a sense of 
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]t| as to giTe in a moment tlie grtttest 
enjoyment thereof 4hat casi be experi- 
enced on thhs side Heaven. In am) iy 
this communion the distinction of the 
divine personalities is kept tip iti tlitf 
soul. And though we cannot have com-^ 
munion with one, but we must at the 
same time have it with all ; yet tlie soul 
in distinct communion with the Holv 
Trinity is more peculiarly affected wkn 
the love of the Father at one season, at 
anotlier with the love of the Son, and 
with the love of the Spirit at anotber: 
by which means all tlie persons ate 
pleased to make particular discovrries of 
their love, and manifest it acconding to 
the oeconomy of the eveiiasting covr^ 
nant to the heirs of glory. The Holy 
Ghost, as the spirit of wisdom and rew 
velatfon in the knowledge of the Fa- 
ther's love, gives «uch apprehensions of 
the out-goings of it expwfsed in tbo 
eternal acts of his grace in Christ, and 
in the eternal purposes of his will noti'» 
fied in the everlasting covenant betwixt 
him and his co*equal Son, as dmw out 
tlie actings of the believer's faith to^ 
wards the Lord in a way wholly anper^ 
natural. The Holy Ghost brings home 
and realizes in the understanding and 
heart those great mysteries of grace. 
Hereby Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, m 
t^ God efaU ^riKre, are enthixyaed and 



etnAtad in iheMul; all tfae pefsonsai^ 
kjaoivn, ackuowledged, believed t% 
loved, tmd enjoyed; unspeakable feUow^ 
filitp -b k^t lip at seasons distinctly witli 
th^m, and they jaie worshipped as the 
Tiiuity inmoity, <jiod blefsed far«^wer. 
Amen. 

Cinninumon with the Son of God*, 
CwRfs^ J^ESic^, i!Dxisists in asacredpan- 
ttcipatian of bis salvation. He is the 
bead ^ his body the chnrch^ and our 
^eraai life is in him; and his life, aa 
iGod^man, Head, and .Mediator, is in the 
t^e Father: '^ Your life is hid witb 
** Cln-kt in God ^" Christ, as the cs^ 
fieivtial MriOffd of life, is life eternal, tie is 
tiae fotttnt-aiti of it. ;As that eternal life*, 
lA^htch was with the Father, hut distinct 
in personal existence from the Fatho- iji 
tlie incomprehensfhle e&ence, he had hia 
iife in and ipersonal converse iwitJi the 
feather from all eternity ; so our eternad 
life also consists in communion wi^th the 
J:ather and the Son through the Spirit 
Christ is life to us, and is always li'vitig 
fm us. Through him we have accels 
hy the Holy Spisrit :unto the Father. la 
OUT .fellow:ship with the Father and the 
Son the Holy Ghost puts life into those 
tiToths <ionceraing them. Chri&t's de<- 
li^ts aire in \ns saints. Witdi them he 
dwellfiy aind sup^ and they with him* 

\ . . :^ColLiii. 3. 
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The church is his garden of delists; 
into ivhich he descends, sayings ''I am 
** come into my garden, my sister, my 
•* spouse; I have gathered my myrrh 
" with my spice; 1 have eaten my ho- 
?* ney-comb with my honey; I have 
•* drunk my wine with my milk ; eat, O 
" friends, drink, yea, drink abondandy, 
** O beloved*/' There are seasons in 
experience, when Christ is pleased to 
laactify the mind for immediate con- 
Terse with himself, to bring down his 
promised Heaven, and to keep his court 
m the soul according to that ble&ed 
promise, *^ If a man love me, he wilt 
*' keep my words :- and my Father will 
^* lov£ him, and we will come to hiin> 
^* and make our abode with bim^'^ 
Christ unbosoms himself to his beloved 
in some special exprefsions of his grace^ 
and causes his word to drop on the 
mind, saying, 1 have loved thee. In 
the communion which he is pleased to 
hold with his believing child there are 
most blefsed discoveries made of the Fa- 
ther's delight, and of his own in him ; 
with clear views of their respective love 
to him. It is one of the secrets, which 
are amongst those who fear the Lorc^ 
that there is a common indwelling, com« 
munion, and intercourse of the Father 
and the Son in and with the souls of 
« Cftot- Y.u . y Johu xiv. sa. 
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believert: in which they have sucl^ 
views and discoveries of their love, ^uch 
high apprehensions of it begotten in 
' their minds, and such enjoyments, as 
jare truly celestial, and give them a real 
>^foretaste of Heaven and glory. It must 
be added indeed, that as communion 
\depends entirely upon the influx of the 
Holy Ghost; so it is the general me- 
' thod of God's dealing with his people 
to grant them what may be, by way of 
llistinction, called ordinary and extra- 
prdinary communion with himself. It 
is common for all believers to have com- 
munion with the Father by faith in his 
Son's mediatory work and office, through 
the influence of the Holy Ghost in their 
daily prayers and walk with God. And 
there are seasons when they are divinely 
favoured with very high and intimate 
fellowship with each of the divine per- 
sons agreeably to their offices in the 
everlasting covenant. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ is pleased to pofsefs the mind 
and fill the heart of the believer with a 
most precious view and sense of his 
' love, and that in the eternity of it. He 
. is pleased to imprint upon the mind what 
he hath done and suftered with the 
everlasting perfection and efficacy of it, 
: And the believer hath under these dis- 
coveries and outgoings of heart after 
Christ a re^l closing with liim. H^ 
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^Tt^ hifliself quite suited for Cfamt to 
hoM communioii ^th liiin, and for hiitt 
tohold communion with Christ; because 
it is the very glory df Jesus %o shine on 
his own, and hold fellowship with them^ 
considering them to foe in themselves 
iill darknels, s^in^ corruption^ weaknei% 
tod waflts. And the believer finds him- 
setf suited to bold commciniofi witb 
Christ as a Saviour ; he being as wuck 
iftost exactly suited to him and his every 
case. And most bldfsed it is to hold 
fellowship with Jesus in his persan, work, 
offices, and grace. Noti>i«g can ex- 
ceed it but fellowship with him in glorfv 
His salvation and the ble!&ings of it are 
suited to our present state. Me is Je- 
sus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for 'ever. We bave inward feBow* 
ship with him by faith; which we mix 
wi-th the wor<l of revelation, and thereby 
he dwells in our heai^ts. We have, i* 
may be, in all our experience a more 
clear apprehension of our fellowship mtk 
Christ than with the Tather and the 
Spirit. The reason istkh: Christ be* 
ing Medialtdr and a partaker of ^our na- 
ture, we can therefore better take in, 
find are more sensibly aflfected wil*h his 
lo»ve to us, because he -has 'CKprefted at 
in our nature, in ^is obedience, fruflfer- 
higs, and deatb. Moreover, his 4&niBihe4 
ii^cfrk being «our salvation, -and he^bwug 



fseiwbtflly mated to Ax^k^ h\s being G^ 
matnfested in l^e ^sb, thevefope out 
(MUyw^btp with imn in hh salvation 
(having received him as owr rigfeteous** 
tmefs aM atonement; and stJ^H receiving 
-ovft ^f his fiibvefs pavdon, peace, an4 
joy in Go^) is mare o^bvious to im. Oai* 
^ilow's^bip wi4:Ji 'the Holy Gbosrt: consists 
«ii a 'pa«*t^oypation of his gifts a^d graces* 
iHis oommunioo wMi us k fouTKled on 
the 45eooiioiny of tiie covenant between 
the Eteroa;! Tibree. The Holy Spirit 
heAds oovniminioii mitik us as lie takes of 
tifie tilings of Christ a<n>d sIicm^ bim mtA 
them vnt)o us. As be sheds alM oad the 
imre of «thc f^rtier m ow hearts, as we 
Teceive aU o«ur true kmowtedge of ^&itt 
flatdner's Jove and of his Son's salvation 
fp&m him, and as it is thi^ough him atone 
that wse ^hav« commmiion •with tkemi 
so )to keep up in our understandings a 
•<^ear apprehension of bis distinct per* 
sonaJlity in -the Godhead and our obli- 
gations to bim, lie iilis our tninds at 
times with a seuse of bis love to us. H^t 
gives us to exprefs our gratitude to bim 
tor all the life, light, gifts, awd graces^ 
which be haCh bestowed, and wbich ht 
continues to bestow on l^is eiwircb and 
pe^9))te; and we bave comnninion with 
bim i^ the 'distinct actings of our faith 
oi¥4iim, m receiving his revealed arccount 
tf 1^ Father*^ love and tl>e Son's sa)^ 
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vatioB, in deriving all our spiritual gifit 
and graces from him, and in exercisiog 
them under his own influences to his own 
glory and praise* 

O my souH give thyself whoHy ta 
study this inestimable blefsing, viz. dis** 
tinct and personal fellowship with the 
Holy and Efsential Three. Place thy* 
self at the throne of grace, and look up 
to the heavenly majesty, saying, O thou 
holy, blefsed, and glorious Trinity in 
unity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost t 
who art, and wast, and art to come, the 
union and communion which subsist be- 
tweeen thee, the God of all grace, and 
thy beloved ones, are unspeakably close 
and precious. I beseech thee, Holy Fa- 
ther, to draw out mv faith more towards^ 
thee, and fill my heart with a greater 
enjoyment of thy love. Let me know 
and believe the love which thou hast to 
me, and find that thou art lovey and that 
" hethatdwelletlvin love dwelleth in God, 
" andGod in him. " O thou blefsed Spirit t 
do thou pofsefs and fill my spiritual fa- 
culties with the knowledge of God the 
Father and of his Son Jesus, and admit 
me into free, full, high, and intimate 
communion with the Father ajid the Son. 
Grant me a livelv sense of thy love, and 
fill my heart witn gratitude to thee for 
all I know of thee, and for that com- 
munion which I have had with thee ia 
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consolation, graces, gifts, and spiritual 
blefsings. Let me look for the perfec- 
tion of all those desires which thou hast 
wrought in my new nature, by being in 
due season taken up to enjoy uninter«> 
rupted fellowship with Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost in an eternal Heaven, and 
to give honour, and glory, and blefsings 
and praise to the Three in JEHOVAH, 
for ever and ever. Amen, 
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CHAP. XI. 

On the tifeiff 2W* : trtVft a brif Jictounf tif 
the Beidever's walking iyfaith^tiU hejvnidtm 
his c9UT9e by dyimg infrnth, recmmg the tvi 
of iUs faithy ev£n the sahation jrfkii Ukul, . 

JEHOVAH is the fountain of Jife. It 
is efsential to his nature, being, self- 
existence, and Godhead, to have life in 
himself, and which cannot be communi* 
cated to any mere creature. The one- 
nefs of the human nature with the Son 
of God subsisting in the person of Je- 
sus is altogether singular and supema* 
tural. So must the life of God-man also 
be. It has no paral4et in the whole crea- 
tion of God. He lives in tlie Father and 
by the Father in a way incomprehensible 
and peculiar to his union with him ; and 
in such a measure and degree of com- 
munion with the Father and the Spirit, 
as are incommunicabletoany beside. This 
he afserts himself in saying, " As the Fa- 
'' ther hath life in himself^ so hath he 
" given to the Son to have life in him- 
*^ self*". And as Christ, God-man, lives 
in and by the Father ; so the foundation 
of our spiritual life and living unto God 
is laid in him. And he so lives in the 

f John V. 26. 



real ^iclrevicri tfert it is not to prc^eriy 
the believer who lires, as Christ that 
liveth HI hsm. Our Lord explains thii^ 
great ^and ^uhlime subjecit in its original 
and connection thus. " As the living 
^ father fa«th sent <ine, and I live by the 
" Fatiier? so he that eateth me, e^pen he 
** shail -live by me**." Which words im*- 
ply, that like as Christ, the Head and 
AfediiatGr of his Church, Kves by the 
Father in H«m and on Mien ; so Christ 
united to bis people conunumcates his 
life -unto tbein so far, as freely, and fully, 
as is comnmnicablein their Hfe of grace, 
and in their life of >glory. Believers thus 
Hve iby Christ in hhn and on him, as He 
does by the Eatber. This -union, life, 
and iconwnunion -of believers with Christ, 
and ^ith tlie Father in him through the 
Spirit, :ar.e incomprehensibly high and 
itivine. * They have such an union with 
Gmlthe ^fountain of life in the person 
and trhrough the media^tion of our Lord 
Jesus ^Qimt, 'by his -standing between 
God v&nd »them, tSiatthey are most ^close- 
ly and indifaolu'bly united to God, and 
he to them in 'the pessonfi (sf the God- 
mam Mediator; ?so tdiat nA\e Hfe of God 
ts:ccmveyed f$o and maintained in them; 
•*iHe *h»t hath the Son hath life'.** 
Thi»5 the believer is Jtnost nearly united 
to dhri&t, :9o as to iiave ^one life with 
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liim and to live by Christ living in him: 
moreover, Jeaus is the immediate object 
of his faith, on whom he lives as his Sa« 
yiour and God. The apostle Paul e>t* 
prefses the whole life of faith thusj ^* I 
" live by the faith of the Son of God.^ 
The Son of God, Christ Jesus, as Me- 
diator, lived by faith* His walk was 
the walk of faith. He died in the exef<* 
cise of faith. And he is the grand pat-*' 
tern and exemplar to all his believing 
people, who are called upon to be look- 
ing unto him, the author and finisher 
of faitli. The same apostle elsewhere 
lexprefses himself thus^ " To me to live 
^* is Christ." To live Christ eontams 
the very efsence of the life of faith. It 
IS the fruit of knowing Christ and of re« 
ceiving him by faith in the word, as life 
everlasting. Our Lord saith, '^ I am 
" the resu'nection and the life." Paul 
calls Christ " Our life**;" and saith, 
" Christ liveth in me, and the life which 
" I live in the flesh, I live by the faith 
f* of the Son of God, who loved me and 
" gave himself for me\" Life consists 
in living, or in the exercise of life. By 
faith the believer lives, and he only lives 
so far as faith is kept in constant exer* 
cise. Spiritual life, supported and main- 
tained in all its strength and vigor by 
the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, is -ma-* 
* Coll. iii. ^, c Gal. ii. %(K 
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m&Bted in believing/ which in all the 
actings and exercises of it' is this spi«- 
ritual life, the very consequence of 
.Christ living in us. And thus, " He 
r th^t hath the Son hath life." 

Faith in Christ is inseparably con^ 
Bected with faith in God the Father, and 
in the Holy Spirit. Our Lord afsures 
us, that '^ He that believeth on him be- 
*' lieveth not on him, but on the Father 
** who sent him." And the apostle Pe- 
ter tells us^, that it is ** Through him 
" we believe in God." The faith of 
.Christ leads us necefsarily to faith in 
*the Holy Spirit, who dwells in him 
-without measure, and which he com^ 
jnunicates unto every believer; and thus 
faith terminates equally on the whole: 
adorable Trinity, and raises up the heart 
into divine admiration of their unutter* 
. able love. Faith is a spiritual and su« 
pematural knowledge of Christ received 
Jrom the word and by the Spirit. The 
word of God is the ground of the be- 
liever's faith. The revelation which 
God hath made of Christ therein .is the 
subject on which faith is exercised. The 
record, which God hath given of his 
Son, is the one great ground and war^^ 
rant of believing. " This is the record, 
'^ that God hath given to us eternal 
^' life, and this life is in his Son, He 

f 1 Pet. i. 21. 
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'' that hath the Son hath life/* la it 
the whole of Chri^ is iBet before nr; 
viz. htftpenon, love, covenairt^ngage^ 
vents, incarnation, life, ^sacriffice, ^va«- 
tion, offices, fulnefs of grace, and richesf 
of «crcy, with the testimpfiy of Go^; 
concerning hini. Every thing coficernf' 
tug Christ in this record of God i« cleair 
and plain. The God and Father of om 
Lotll Jesos Christ gives us theretn his 
own thoughts of Immanuel, declares his 
everlasting acceptance of him, and his 
infinite complacency in him and his 
finished work. He 'necovds in it ^he in*- 
estimable ^perfection, the eternail virt^ie,* 
aoid the peqietnal efficaicy 4»f the life 
•ad deatn of his oo-equai Son. He pre^ 
sents 1ms Son to us in the word of his 
gxace in the very same light and ponrt; 
•of view, in w^hioh he behc^lds fehn ; pro- 
claioring him to be bis elect, in whom 
his sonl delighteth, and testifying that 
bis blood deanseth from all sin. The 
Holy Spirit takes of the things of Christ 
thus revealed, and shews them to the 
belieii'er; and by this way and means 
exalts hrm m the mind and heart, and 
makes faim supremely 'gliorious in the 
view of faath. Tl^e views which faith 
takes in of Christ are true aiad real, be- 
ing founded on the aocount w^hich God 
hath giv^ii of Iris Son. What ds re- 
vealed of Christ in the word must have 
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ili^'^cist^iiee in the mind^ and be tlierd 
stated just as it is in the 9crif>toTe, or 
¥ft caanot make a proper adrantage of 
iL The .tq)prefacnsions nrhicfa the bei 
Hever takes in of Christ by faith imist 
be strong jand livdy to influ^ce hia 
hearty and to enable him to live a life 
of faith on the San of God The gift 
and grant of eternal life must be under-? 
fitood^ or. be cannot set his seal to it by 
believing. The life of faith consists in 
the believer's living on Christ, in tlie 
exercise of his spiritual faculties on 
hiov M '^t forth en the word ;* and the 
}%liest lefsoa in the school cf Christ is 
to learn to live on Christ in the word^ 
as exactly suited to eveiy waist, n^mind; 
ureaknefs, and misery, which we feel 
ourselves to be the sub^ts of. Tb4 
believer reads, and through the power 
of the eternal Spirit he believes it to be aa 
inimitable truth, that there are thnae 
that bear record in Heaven, the Eatheiv 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and 
that tbey testify that there is Life and 
salvattot) for every one that believeth in 
J^sfus; that the gift of <jrod is eternal 
life, and that this life is in bis Son. H« 
coaksfders that his receiving God's testis 
mony and believing the reo<ml, which 
he hath given of hxs Son, is a real evi* 
dence ot* his interest in Jesus. Faith 
l^ves a real subsistence or existence to 
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Christ and the things of Christ in the 
believer's mind. From what he r6^ 
ceives from the word concerning him he 
is led to exercise his mind in spiritual 
contemplations on him. And his life 
of faith consists in living over in bis 
own mind the great thoughts which 
God the Father hath of his Son. The 
heliever's mind is fed in spiritual con- 
templations on the Father's everlasting 
love, which he bears to his co-equal 
Son, and the delight which he takes in 
him ; who is the object of his infinite 
complacency. What he beholds in 
Christ and his work of salvation fills 
him with real satisfaction : so that what 
the believer apprehends of Christ is the 
life of his soul His faith is just what 
his knowledge of Christ is. What he 
takes in of the knowledge of Jesus feeds, 
sustains, and strengthens his faith. His 
living over in his own heart what is re- 
vealed of the person, love, and work of 
Immanuel, is living on Christ ; and the 
mean of his living on the most precious 
Jesus is the word. There the heart of 
Christ is opened, his bowels of mercy 
displayed, and the perfection of his work 
described : and the exceeding great and 
precious promises, M'hich are contained 
therein, exprefs his immutable love and 
fulnefs of grace, as every way suited to 
relieve and comfort him. The believer. 
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finds it Ills duty to renounce self con-^ 
stantly, and to make use of Christ cotx- 
tlhiially. His practical divinity con^ 
siHs in this : and so far as he lives on 
ClTTist in the word, exercises his mind 
oh him as set forth therein, and brings 
liim into all things which concern him, 
bdth for soul and body, for life and 
death, for time and eternity, he lives a 
life of faith; — he lives Christ, which is 
such a life as cannot be exceeded, but 
by the life of glory. Whilst the believer 
i^ living fhus^ he gets above himself, 
and learns to renounce himself. He 
finds nothing in himself to encourage 
his heart and hope in God. His whole 
salvation is in the finished work of Je- 
sus*' The ground and warrant of his 
faith are the record of God concerning 
his Son. The whole foundation of his 
hope in God is without him. His faith 
produceth great experience ; but is not 
nourished and increased by it No. 
Christ is the immediate object of his 
faith. The word and promises are the 
means of nourishing it : and faith is the 
exercise of the spiritual mind on Christ 
-irrespective of any thing felt or experi- 
enced in us. It is a going aff^znd out 
o/ourselves to Christ for all things. It 
is trusting to him to be unto us just 
^hat he hath promised to be, and to 
fulfil his word to us, as far as it will be 



far his glory and: our good Faith \% 
both pa&ive and active: it takes in the 
knowledge of Christ frotn the word, and 
is exercised on him accordingly. It is 
the eye of the mind, and Christ is the 
ebject ; the word is the mean, amd the 
Holy Ghost ie the enlightener. He sets 
Christ forth in his own light in the 
"word, and thereby gives^ the belierer a 
clear and spiritual knowledge of hrm; 
and It is by what faith sees in Christy 
hiA work, and word, that it is supported: 
not by any of its own acts or fruits« 
He fiiids himself most exactly suited to 
Christ, and Christ to him; and that his 
fnith is most divinely suited to take in 
all that is^ revealed concerning his most 
pneckms and perfect salvation;. This 
causes the believer to cleave to him with 
full purpose of heart. Having received 
Christ Jesus the Lord he walks in him 
1^ the same fiuthiidth which he received 
him. Believing in Christ and walking 
in him ape but the repeated acts of one 
and the same faith. The obiect of fai%h 
is immutably the same. Tlie word by 
which we believe oo Chtist changeth 
not. The testimony of God the Father 
is always one; and i^ith is^ also at ali 
time9 one. There is never more ground 
for believing at one time thaia at an- 
other. Therefore the believer sliould be 
always exercising^ the B^mt feith oa 



Chfist as ^t forth in the woit^ and oft 
the Fatlier's record and teatimony con- 
cerning him. This living Christ la 
wholly spiritual and supernatural. It 
leads and sweetly constrains the belierer 
to walk by the faith of the Son of God 
in the belief that God is rcGoneiled unta 
him by the death of his Son.. Everyr 
Step of the believer's walk with Gad is 
by faith* The everlasting love of Fa* 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, their cove*- 
taaut of grace, its exceeding great smd 
prjccious promises^ the engagements of 
the Eternal Three in their distinct sti-* 
pulations, and the relation which they 
stand in thereby to the believer^ are mo« 
tives and argunients^ to keep him go«^ 
ing on heavenwards from strength to 
strength, and from conquering to con- 
quer. 

In his walking by faith^ it is of vast 
unpoitance to keep and pneseirve in his 
Qiind a remembrance of what he is 
to believe^ namely, the record of God ; 
t. e. that '^ He so loved the world as to 
" give his only begotten Son;" that he 
hath attested it by his word and con- 
firmed it by his oath, that his woa;ic 
IS A FINISHED SALVATION ; and that 
tills is the Father's will, " That every 
** one, that seeth the Son and believetn 
V on him, shall have everlasting life." 
To study the divine cecord as contain.^ 
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ibg a perfect "d^arrant for believing, aud 
making continual use of Christ, is a 
point on which the life, peace, and com* 
fort of the believer in his walk with God 
greatly depend. Whilst he views the 
will, counsel, covenant, and oath of the 
eternal Trinity, which are his security 
for everlasting life and salvation, ana 
believes himself hereby secured from 
eternal condemnation, he hath strong 
consolation and good hope through 
grace. In the knowledge and belief of 
the everlasting virtue and efficacy of 
the blood of the lamb his conscience is 
purged from guilt, and his mind is filled 
with the peace of God. In the belief 
of the everlasting perfection of Imma- 
nueFs righteousnefs he hath hc^ in God. 
Thus he enters with boldnefs into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, and is 
hereby prepared to walk with God in 
the full belief that the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth from all sin, 
that the obedience of Jesus is his ever- 
lasting perfection, and that all grace* is 
treasured up for his use in the fulness of 
the Saviour. And he apprehends that, 
as he is receiving out of it, he hath all 
things necefsary for his holy and happy 
M^alk and succefsful warfare, &uch as 
strength against corruptions, victory 
over his spiritual enemies, and triutnp|i 
wer death. These truths thus believed 



( i65 ) 

^oiiiiate the believer in his walk with 
God, afthi^ reconciled Father and friend. 
The spiritvial knowledge, which the true 
believer hath of the Lord God, as his 
eovenant-God, from the doctrines and 
word of grace, is the foundation of his 
inwa^rdly and outwardly holy walk with 
God and before him unto all pleas* 
ing. The experience which the believer 
bath of the outward and inward crofs is 
sanctified to him by the inward teaching 
of the Holy Ghost; and it tends to his 
increasing profit From the outward 
crdfs he learns these truths, viz. that 
man is born to trouble as the sparks fly 
upwards; — that all things out of Christ 
are under the curse; — that nothing out of 
Christ can yield him the least real joy ; — 
that self must' be brought down ; — that, 
in all its shapes and various workings, 
h must be renounced anddenied ;— that 
If he live Christ, he must be a martyr; 
(which he may be without suffering and 
dyiiig at a stake; — that he mudt die to 
all things below Christ, good and bad ; 
and that he must live above all the 
i^chemes, maxims, ways, customs, prin- 
ciples, joys, sorrows, and miseries of this* 
present evil world, by faith on the Son 
of God, The bdiever clearly sees that 
he cannot otherwise walk and act as a 
stranger and pilgrim here below. He 
perceives that all the joys and comforts^ 

N 
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lyBich ihc creature and tilings of timt 
and sense propose, are not to be com* 
pared with the happinefs enjoyed in one 
single moment's communion with God* 
All the misery in the world does not de? 
serve a single sigh ; because the sorrow 
of worldlings is confined f oand.conceroed 
about things which perish in their us\ng« 
The believer being in Adam a fallen 
creature, and having received from him 
a sinful nature, hath his personal and pei- 
culiar crofs, a daily one, a continual 
one, which he will never outlive, though 
he may so live above it as to sing and 
make melody to the Lord with it on his 
back. It may be bodily^ disease, do-* 
mestic trials, lofs of friends and pro* 
perty, straitened circumstances, perse* 
cutions for Christ's sake, iofs of good 
name and character, particular and strong 
corruptions, or some singular- dispensa-. 
tion in providence, which may larf^ 
long, touch to tlie very quick, and reach 
even to the soul; Yet these things are 
so well suited by the Lord to the be- 
liever, that there are times when he can-^ 
not but be thankful to his heavenly Fa- 
ther for all that he hath been pleased to 
ex^cise him with. On a retrospective 
view of all his trials, afflictions, sorrows, 
persecutions^ temptations, or whatso- 
ever may have been his lot and portion 
•fsigned him by the Lord, he cannot 
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Iwat say, when in his right mind, good 
is the.whofe wirl of my heavenly Father 
concerning me. He is thankful to the 
Lord for them, and finds that dl the 
paths of the Lord towards him in na** 
ture, providence, and grace, have been, 
still are, and will continue to be mercy 
and truth. He is certain that no trials 
could have suited him so well; and that 
no crofs could have been better fitted. 
They are to him ordinances from whence 
he reaps much and real instruction, pro^ 
fit, and good. The believer is taught t# 
bring Christ into all things, and to hold 
communion with him whilst under the 
crofs; and finds, as he looks to Jesus 
for supports Cinder the crofs and 4br a 
sanctified use of it that it may produce 
the peaceable ^ fruits of righteousnefsj 
that " These light afflictions, whichare 
<* but for a moment, M'ork for him a faf 
^* more exceeding and eternal weight of 
"glory; while he looks, not at the 
•^things which are seen, but 'at the 
^.* things which' are- not seen: for the 
<* things which are seen are temporal; 
** but the things which are not seen are 
^* eternal.*' 

' The believer h exercised also with the 
inward crofs, which consists in hi^ 
knowing, . feeling, and experiencing^ the 
exceeding sinfulnefs of his fallen na* 
fcute^ Though it is. painful beyond ck 
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|M*efsioli to feel what he is lit, ofj zxiAfrom 
himselft and though he fetches many a 
deep sigh and groan frotn his heart, yejt 
it is most truiv profitable. He learns 
iVom it, through the divine influence, of 
Ithe Holy Spirit, to renounce hiniself and 
"walk humbly with his Qod, to look coiif 
tinually to Christ, to depend wholly 09. 

.the-FINISHED WORK ot GoD HIS S^r 

yiouR, and to triumph in his complete, 
conqiiest and victory over sin, satan; the 
jworld, death, and hell. The inward 
%crofs serves in the hand of the Spirit tp 
keep him continually looking ..out q^ 
l>imself,<and to^be every moment de<- 
pendent on Jesus to:Jive, walk, and hoUi 
communion by faith with God ia 
Christ The believer learns in his walk- 
ing with God that SELF is a monstei^ 
in RELIGION. It will live and thrive 
under ordinances, unlefs communion 
with Christ and spiritual apprehensions 
af him be enjoyed in them. ^ Nothing 
short of supernatural views 'of. Ihha- 
NUEL~>vill prove the death oi seXf. 
The believer learns to know from his 
own experience^ that it is a pofsible case 
to be dead 'to all the pieasutes, which 
sin can of itself propose to the outward 
senses, and yet be alive to himself^ and 
live on what he finds fn himself He 
finds it therefore, in his daijy walk with 
God, and in his communion with hKB, 
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to be absolutely necessary to leave out 
SELF, -and tt/^er/y to renounce it All 
that the Holy Spirit hath taught him 
concerning himself under the inward 
crofs, all that he hath been exercised 
with under the outward crofs, and all 
that he knows and hath believed of 
Christ from the word of Revelation con- 
teniing him and his great salvation 
serve to bring him to this one single and 
settled point, viz. that he cannot mslkea 
proper use of all, but by bringing i^ 
Christ into all things^ i. e. into the 
whole of his experience, into the whole 
"of his walk, and into the whole of hia 
warfare. He clearly seps from the teach-^ 
ing of the Holy Ghost, that none, no, 
not one, can be more in need of Christ 
than himself, and that Christ cannot be 
more suited to any one than he is to 
him; and he learns to make use of what 
he is, and of what the word declares^him 
to be, to live in an entire dependence on 
him. He sees Christ to be most exactly 
suited to all within him, and himself to- 
be suited to all in Christ; and those 
. views bring him, through the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, into a constant living, 
on Christ for the whole of his eternal 
redemption, The'believer's faith being 
maintained by the word of proitiise, and 
exercised on Christ as his righteousnefs 
smd atonement; he goes on heavenward 
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fighting the good fight tof faith and 
laying hold on eternal life; In bis 
going forward ail the hosts of hell with 
111 the inward sinfulnefs of his fallen iia-» 
ture in conjunction with the worldy 
which lieth in wickednefs, will secretly, 
continually, and most violently oppose 
him. Yet in prospect of all he triumphs 
saying, Jehovah Jesus ismyBAisfiEfu 
In the full belief of the everlasting vie-* 
tory of Christ over all his foes, and m 
a constant dependence on his work and 
word of promise, he goes forth to fight 
the Lord's battles; and clothed M'itfr 
the whole armour of God, and attend-* 
ing to the commands and orders of 
Christ, the captain of salvation^ he ia 
strong in the Lord, and in the power 
(yf his might. In these wars of the 
Lord he is in Christ more than con* 
^ueror. His loins are girt about with 
truth. That saving knowledge of God 
in Christ, which the Holy Spirit .hath- 
taught him, is a spiritual military' 
girdle^ which connects or binds toge- 
ther all the graces which are to be ex-» 
ercised in the field of battle. As taught 
df God the believer sees the need of 
the breastplate of righteou'snefs, and h^ 
puts on in the exercisre of faith the im< 
piii(d righteousnefs of the God-mam 
Christ Jesus. It is a protection for the» 
Vilial parts, a perfect protection &om> 
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every stroke, . He wears it on his heath 
Faith in the everlasting perfection and 
efficacy of the life and death of Imma* 
nuel is armour of proof against all the 
strength of sin, satan, earth, death, and 
JHell Thus accoutred the believer may 
march on with undaunted courage^ 
iJHfaving his feet shod with the. prepare 
Tution of the gospel of peace the be- 
liever, maintaining in his conscience 
peace with God by faith in Jesus Christ 
4>ur Lord, goes on .with ho]y boldnefs^ 
Jie marches on. fearlefs, he goes on cour 
^uering, taking the shield of faith, 
iw-herewith he is able to quench all th^ 
fiery darts of the wickied one. Let sa*- 
tan's fiery darts fly ever so thick, about 
the believer, feith in the blood of the 
^amb will quench them all. The be» 
iiever mav lift up his head with joy, bci- 
cauf^e he has the helmet of salvation oti 
ft. And having tho sword of the Spirit 
vhich is the word of God, he overcomes 
isatan in the same way and^ by tl>e .same 
^weapons,- whereby the great com]>any 
^hich'is now before the throne was vic- 
itorious; of which it is recorded, that 
4^ey! overcame satan " By the 4:)lood of 
'*^ the Lamb, and by the word of their 
i*^ testimony/* When the believer has 
•all his armour of invincible proof on, he 
looks up to his divine Jesus in prayer 
mod fajth (his prayer being the:prayer 



*v 



( £72 ) 

• 

tif faith) for orders,* courage^ strength^ 
victory, and every thing nepdful : "Pray- 
^^ ing always with all prayer ^nd sup- 
*' plication in the Spirit, and watch- 
*' ing thereunto with all perseverance.'* 
And the views, which the Holy Ghost 
gives the believer of the victories, tri- 
umphs, and complete conquest, which 
the ever-blefsed God-man obtained in 
his own person over all the power of the 
enemy, fill him with gladnefs of hearty 
cause him ^o shout for joy, give him a 
prospect of his complete redemption in 
Christ, and help him to go on with 
growing strength, longing for the time 
when he shall be absent from the body 
and present with the Lord. 

Thus the believer kept by the power 
4>f God unto salvation goes on smginl; 
to the praise of him, " Whd led his peo- 
*' pie through the-wilderuefs; for his 
*' mercy endureth for ever.*' He per* 
severes in his walk and warfare over- 
coming himself, sin, and all his spiritual 
enemies by faith in the Son^ofGod. As 
the truths and doctrines of the everlaiit^. 
ing gospel enter through believing more 
and more into his experience, and influ- 
ence his understanding, heart, will, and 
affections, he becomes daily more and 
more victorious. He receives soul-con^ 
tent and real satisfaction from them. 
He is perfectly satisfied with ^respect to 
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the truth and importance of Ihem. Ho 
rest^: his whole hope of Heaven and 
eternal glory on the infallibility of them. 
His inward and increasing experience 
of^yhat he is,, notwithstanding all he 
knows, believes, and enjoys of Christ 
atid the Father^s love in him through 
the gracious influences of the Spirit^ 
ferideris the salvatioii of Immanuel in* 
estimably precio'us to hhn. - He sees 
enough in Christ to bear him up and 
carry him infinitely above and beyond 
himself and all the miseries of this pre- 
sent life. In the knowledge of Jesus 
he hath a perfect 'antidote against the 
fears of death. And he views an all- 
sufficiency of glory in the God-man, 
Christ Jesus, to make him most blefsed^ 
for ever and even He feels the mortali- 
ty of his: body. He finds that the sen-, 
ietice, " Dust thou art, and unto dust 
*^ thou shall return," begins to take 
place in him, and triumphs in the vic- 
tory of Christ, who conquered death 
atid him that had the power of: deaths 
that is, the devil. In Jhe prospect of a 
speedy difsolution he is most sweetly, 
and graciously supported through the 
knowledge, which the Holy Spirit has 
given him from the word^ of the cove- 
nant-engageinents and transactions of 
the Eternial Three on his behalf. He 
views the same ^ his everlastipg se-* 
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CuTity. fte receives and believes the 
record of the divine persons concerning 
it, and sets his own seal to the truth of 
it. He believes himself safe in the 
hands of Christ. His faith is very «im-» 
pie, and freely exercised on him. His 
Hrhole hope for life everlasting is in him 
^lone. He perceives every part of bis 
salvation to be without himself. He 
hath in Christ every thing he wants ta 
HiaHe him perfectly holy, happy, and 
blefsed. He enters more fully and spi<« 
rituiilly into the knowledge of Christ 
and into communion wim him. He 
iDakes more free and constant use of 
him, and receives with peculiar delight 
the declarations of grace, the proclama^ 
tion of pardon, and the sweet and! pre-' 
cious promises which are given him. He 
45ees that his vast obligations to the 
Holy Spirit for what he hath wrought 
in mn>, for what he hath taught him, 
fbr his exalting Christ in him, and for 
leading him from time to time into com- 
nsunioa with Jesus and the Father in 
him, surpafs all his thoughts and con-^ 
c;eptions. 

The time comes that he must die. 
The Lord sends death f o take down the 
tubernacle of his body. The believer 
has nothing to do but to die. He says, 
** To me to livp is Christ, and to die is 
^^^ivu'\ Ab he lived by faith,: so h^ 



must die in faith; as all^ who went to 
Heaven before, did. It is declared, 
these ail died in faith. In his dying 
pase and circumstances he finds the 
word of our Lord sweet to him. Jesus 
says, " Verily, verily, if a. man keep my 
•* saying, he shall never see death/' 
The believer sees that every part of 
God's word makes for him, — most ex- 
actly suits him. He mixes faith with 
it, and receives strength and consola* 
tion thereby. Death is to him no more 
ttian sleep. Dying is only falling asleep 
in his body in the arms of Jesus. Our 
Lord hath abolished death. He hath 
taken out the sting of it. He saves his 
dying children from the fears of it. 
He gives his dying friend to find; and 
experience in bis dying moments the 
truth hereof. He saith to him, *' I am 
^* the resurrection and the life, he that 
** believeth in me, though he were dead, 
" yet shall he live, and whosoever Hvetb 
** and believeth in me shall never die.'* 
There is in the very article of death 
everlasting life for the believer He 
will find life in the highest perfection/ 
wlien he ceases to breathe the^ir of this 
world. As soon as his connection is 

.broken with the elements of this visible 
system, he enters through the conse** 

^ csrated pafsage of death on that same 
spiritual and eternal life which .Christ 
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lives in glory. The Lord, having finished 
all the good pleasure of his will in and 
with the beKever in a time-state, is his 
guide unio death, over, and beyond it. 
He resigns up his soul to his divine Ssk 
viour saying, Lord Jesus, receive my 
Spirit, Thus he dies in faith, — dies in 
Christ, — under the blefsing of the Holy 
Trinity. Blefsed are the dead who die 
in the Lord. From the very moment 
of their death believers are blefsed. ^ From 
henceforth their eternal- blefsednefs be* 
gins. The Holy Ghost sets his seal to 
this truth : yea, saith the Spirit. It id 
an immutable truth, that, at the 'instant 
in which the believer falls asleep in Je* 
sus, bis soul in a moment, in the twink* 
ling of an eye, is delivered frwn the very 
inbeing of stn and^swallqwed upof life,; 
being clothed with immortality and 
eternal glory. It is absent from the 
body, but present with the Lord ; 
whilst l^e corpse sleeps in the arms of 
Jesus to be raised, in the future m^ 
pointed time, from the grave of deain r 
when it will be fashioned like untp^ 
Christ's glorious body. 

O my soul! let these things sink' 
down into thine heart. Con&idec the 
subject, and look up for the divihe blefs-' 
ing on it, saying, O Holy Fatjper! it 
bath pleased thfee to record in thy word 
the everlasting, perfection of thy Soft 
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Jesus Christ and his great salvation ;• 
and the revelation which thou hast made 
of it therein with thy testimony is very, 
clear and plain: I believe thy record 
'worthy of full credit, and the work of 
Jesus to be a finished salvation; help 
me to walk with thee in the true belief 
hereof on thy -own authority and word.' 
Grant me grace to live by faith, to 
walk by faith, to fight the good fight 
of faith, and to persev^ge in my spiritual 
warfare ; believing that thou hast given 
me eternal life, that this life is in thy 
Son, and that he who hath the Son hath 
life. Let me receive thy word and . 
oath, as my full security for everlasting 
life. O thou most blefsed and precious 
Jesus ! keep me looking to thee and liv- 
ing on thee for ev«y thing. Be with 
me in my walk and warfare, — in sick- 
nefs and^in death. When thou bringest 
me to it let me glorify thee by dying 
in the full belief of thy everlasting and 
complete salvation ; and of thy complete 
victory over death and all the powers of 
darknefs. Let me glorify thee with my 
latest breath by putting honour, on thee, 
as God-man Mediator, — as my all on 
eurth^ and ALL in Heaven. O Holy 
Ghost! I-blefs thee for all thy divine 
teachifi(gs, gracious quickenings, com* 
forts^ and strengthenings. Keep, O, 
keep 0iy eye on Jesus, till I see him in ^ 
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eternal glory. In my last moments, 
vhen all the springs of natural life shall 
cease in . me, fill me with hopes full of 
immortality. I ask it for the honour of 
Ctirist, the conqueror of death ; who by 
his resurrection and ascension hath 
opened the way into the holiest of alL 
To whom with thee, Holy Father, and 
ihee^ blefsed Spirit, be equal and un^ 
Iteasing praise. Amen« 
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CHAP. XII. 

On the State and Blefsednefs to which (he J5f» 
liever «s advanced when admitted to Eternaf 
' Glory. 

ft 

THE EVERBiESS^ED Gqd, whosc in* 
Jinite blefsednefs flows from his 
^sential nature and perfections, hatly 
loved his elect with an everlasting love. 
He hath manifested it by setting them 
apart in his own eternal decree and elec- 
tion-purposes to a supercreation unioD 
and communion with himself* It hath 
jrleased him to open his vast designs re- 
specting them ; and he executes bis an* 
tient, internal, and eternal purposes to^ 
wards them within and upon them in a 
vast variety of ways and means, and by 
various and succe&ive degrees. As the 
God of all Grape, he brings them 
but of their natural and sinful state^ 
calls them uniOy and invests them with 
a right and title to, and works in theni 
in regeneration a meetnefsyor his eter- 
nal glory by Christ Jesus. As they are 
prepared for it by regeneration; so he 
gives them many sweet foretastes of it 
in their communion with him by faith 
in his beloved Son through the grace 
and influence of the Holy Spirit. A3 
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they know him to be their portion* and 
shield; so he hath given them his pro- 
mise, that he will be in all his persons, 
perfections, and blefseduefs their ts;^ 
ceeding great reward. He is thefif. 
guide through life, their hope and cqn* 
solation in death, and will continue to 
be to them in Heaven-tllfeir everlasting 
light and their everlasting glory. God ' 
is styled The God of Glory. What G^d 
is efsentially, that he is as personally 
considered. The Father is called Thi^ 
Father of Glory. Christ 7%e Lord of 
Glory. The Spirit The Spirit ofGlory^ 
And the state of blefsednefs, into whicH; 
believers immediately enter on the dis*^ 
union of their souls and bodies by death^ 
is a state of glory. The apostle speaks 
of it, as an exceeding eternal weight of 
glory. 

\ >As the title The God of all Grace 19 
most justly due to our Cpvenatit-God/ 
and taken by him tp exprefs what he i* 
to us, and what an all-suffidencfy of 
Grace he hath displayed towards tis 
in Christ Jesus, and treasured up in his^ 
fullnefs for w*, every way suitable for 
whatsoever can possibly befal us all 
through life, or in the article of death;. 
60 the title The God of Gloi^ exprefsesr 
what he iiath prepared for us^ what he 
will bfestow upon us> and what he will be 
to us, ia the house eternal in the H€a^. 
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wns. It is an important truth and aii 
immutable reality, whether it be per* 
ceived by us or not, that the Lord is in 
a most particular manner very present 
with \m people in their dying moments* 
They are then most truly blefsed, be- 
cause they die in the Lordy — in union 
and communion with him. They are 
bleisedy as, in general they die in the free 
and full exercise of their faitli^ and hope, 
and love on htm. They are blefsed, as 
the mo ment they cease to breathe the 
whole body of sin with ail its lusts in^ 
herent in it everlastingly expires, and w 
they are eternally delivered from itj 
They are ble&ed, as they have a' pros«» 
pect of the glory which they are enter- 
ing upon. They are blefsed, as the 
Spirit of Glory rests on them, and an 
abundant entrance is ministered to 
them into the everlasting kingdom of 
Dur Lord and Saviour Jesus Christy 
He admits them into it, and presents 
them faultlefs before the presence of 
his , glory with ejcceeding joy^ sayings 
Come ye blefsed of my Father ^ enter in-* 
to the joy of your Lord. — This is a 
great and most peculiar solemnity. Every 
individual believer at his entrance into 
heaven doth and zi;t7^ share in it. Like 
as when the soul in regeneration was 
made* by the Holy Ghost the subject of 
his graces and gifts, and was then intro^; 
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dndtd into the state of Grace, and sjh^ 
ritual joys suited hereunto were imparts 
ed ; so it is now clothed with immortality^ 
Und admitted into the state of eternal 
glory, ^and joys equal to it ^re imparted. 
The . complacency which the Eternal 
Three will exprefs on the arrival of the 
elect in Heaven far exceeds all express 
sion; yea, infinitely transcends all con* 
ception. On the soul's first conversion 
and open espousals to Christ all the per- 
sons in the Godhead made an open ina^ 
nifestative discovery of their respective 
loves; so upon its arrival at the city of 
habitation tnere will be freshj most m^i 
and most glorious e^prefsionfr of it God 
the Father, as The Father of Spirit^ 
receives the soul into the open embraces 
of his everlasting love; and gives:ne\^ 
and unspeakable views, proofs, and em 
}oyment& of it. He fills the soul with 
so much of it in communion with hun* 
self, as exceeds all that was ever know'* 
*®f it on earth. Our divine Jesus, the 
Head of his Church, and its most pre* 
cious. and adorable Mediator, presents 
tlie soul to its divine Father faaltlefsi 
and receives it with unutterable joy to 
the continued and perpetual enjoyment 
df all the love wherewith he hath loyec 
it, and to an uninterrupted communion 
widi himself in all the fruits and blefeings 
^his eternal redemption and giory^ God 
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the "^ly Ghost exprefses his love in a 
^esK and most transcendent manner^ 
viz. by BilUng the soul with eternal glory, 
and by leading it into such views, and 
into such a participation of God the Fa* 
ther'slovef;icprefsed in his antient, eter-« 
kaly and iinnqt^table acts of election, pre^ 
diestination, and acceptance in the per^ 
son of the Belovad^as fill the understand* 
ing with knowledge and enjoyment in* 
affable. All the love of the Father and 
tU the Grace of ^he Holy Spirit flo\^r 
through the person of the God-Maii in^^ 
to the soul; and thua it is filled with all 
the fulnefs^ of God;^ The Holy i^irit; 
as the spirit of glory, dwelling in and 
fully pofsefsing the diitembodied soul; 
fills it inwardly through each and every 
fisiculty with umittera(:>le and eternal 
glory* As heaven was prepared froni 
3ie foundation of ithe world ft>r the elect ^ 
so we" find in the accounts given of 
^ints both in the Old and New Testa- 
ments that they have all beejv prepared 
for this state; and most earnestly longed 
for the enjoyment of it. It is most ex* 
prefsly said of Old Testament-Saints^ 
that at their death they were gathered 
io their people, viz. to the congregation 
ibove,r-^rA^ spinitsofjus-i' men v^d^, 
perfect;, After their cleathtJod is mosf 
cxprefsly, called their Godyfop this^Vm^ 
^o^,.be<ause tkey all lite untd him, ti^d 
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appear before him complete in the righted . 
ousnefs of his Son, everlastingly pure 
through his most precious bloodshed^ 
ding, adorned with all the graces of his 
Holy Spirit, and clothed upoQ with im^ 
mortality ; their mortality heing swal* 
lawett up of life^ and they now clothed 
upon with their house which i^ from 
heaven. It is further said of them, that 
they in their pilgrimage-state denied a 
better country than the land of Canaan, 
•* That is, an heavenly, wherefore," say a 
the Apostle, ^^ God is not ashamed to 
** be called their God ; for he hath pre-f 
** paced fpr them a city*.'* -In the nan«e 
of all New Testament-Saints Paul saith, 
** We know that, if our earthly house 
" of this tabernacle were difsolved,* we 
*^ have a building of God, an house not 
** made with hands, eternal in the hea*- 
** vens. — ^^We that are in this tabernacle 
•* do groan being burdened: notfor that- 
** we would be unclothed, -'but clothedi 
^* upon, that mortality might be swaU 
«lowedupoflife^" ^ 

In pursuing this/ subject concerningp^ 
the state and blefsednefs to which the 
believer is advaficed when admitted U> 
eternal glory, and in which the riches of 
glory will be made known on- the vea-j 
sels of mercy, it will be sttitable and ne- 
cefsary to speak briefly of the place* 

f tleb. jd. 15^ i6^ ^ bg Cor. v, 1— 4. 
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where this will be, of the state itselfj 
and then wherein this unspeakable bles^ 
sednefs may be cbnceived to consist 
V For the place : it is Heaven. This i*^ 
the habitation into which disembodied 
spirits are received immediately on their 

'-■ departure from their bodies, and where 
they exist and dwell. The original 
word heaven > as made use of by Moses 
in the very beginning of Genesis signi-* 
fies, as it is affirmed by the learned, both 
place and places; — an expansion, which 
places and keeps all things in their pro«* 

' per order and place. The Almighty and 
infinitely wise Architect ordained them. 
And this word is variously applied in the 
sacred page; viz. To the niaterial, aerial, 
and visible heavens ''; to the place where 
God is said to dwell, styled TAe Heu* 
^en of e avens^; — to the holy ones, 
i. c. tne divine personalities in God*";— • 
to angels^; and to the visible church on 
earth «. ^ But the sutyjfect, which iti be- 
fore us, concerns the;. placfe where Jeho- 
vah is pleasied to manifest himself in 
^e greatest display of his efsential na- 
ture, person^, arid perfections, and tvL- 
the richest communications of his love 
to his el^ct church consisting of angels 
'and saints, where o» this account he 'is 
;5aid to dwell, ^nA on ffo other; because 

• .;©cn*i. 1. "^1 Kings viii. 1^7. ^ «Dan. iv.26. 
f Job xv# 1 $• ; 8 Rev.»^ii. 7--^. 
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bis ^sence cantiot be bounded. 2># 
ftot I Jill heaven and earth? sahh J z^ 
HovAH. Now this is called Heaven^-^ 
the dwelling-place of the; Most High. 
The prophet Isaiah addrefseth God thus; 
** Look down from heaven, and behold 
^* from the habitation of thy holinefs and 
V of thy glory*. . Thus the word heaven 
is in an especial manner given to the 
habitation of. the Most High; where 
JEHOVAH in all the full blaze, lustre, 
majesty, And perfection of his deity, 
shines forth in the utmost display of his 
inanifestative glory in the person of thd 
God-man (in whom all the fulnef^ of 
the Godhead dwelleth) on his elect 
church in Heaven. This is our general 
and common idea of heaven; and this 
very conception the scriptures give us 
warrant for. T The apostle Paul speaks 
of the Tki7'd Heaven^ aa^tbe place where 
God resides in £^1 the glory of his ma^ 
jesty. And when Jesus sat down on the 
right hand of the majesty on high, he is 
said to have been exalted above all hea-* 
vens. Our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolisheil death, and enUghtened life and 
immortality by the gospel, speaking of 
the habitation of the blefsed inwnedi- 
^tely after death, calls it Abraham's 
Bosom, — Everlasting Habitations^ — 
JParadiseyr--His Fathers House, iu 

_ ^ «Iaa* Ixiii. 15y 
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which are many mansions, sufficfent fot . 
^Ch and every one of his beloved ones^ 
*—Th€ Kingdf^m ef God, — 7'ke King'* 
dom of Heaven. Some of these express 
$ioiismay be conceived to be Old Testa-», 
meat Ones^ sanctified by Christ's making 
use of them. From whence we leam^ 
that being in Abraham's Bosom signi^ 
fied being with gloHfied patriarchs and 
prophets in Heaven. Sitting down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all th^ 
prophets in the kingdom of God is ex- 
prefsive of this great truth, that Abra^ 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the pro-^ 
phets were on their dismifsion from thid 
vale of t;ears joined to their believing 
predecefsors, who were in Heaven before 
them«. It being witnefsed of them,* 
•* These all died in faith\'' Abraham's 
Bosom and sitting d&wn with him in the 
kingdom of God are in the style of the 
JJ^ew Testament paradise and everlast^' 
ing habitations; which are exprefsive of 
Heaven as a place. It is caiXed paradise 
in allusion to the earthly paradise, of 
garden of Eden, which was of God'i 
plantings as the heavenly one is of God's 
providing and preparing. Christ's bein^ 
earried up inter Heaven, his being re^ 
eeived up into Heaven, His pafsing in'* 
to the Heavens, and His^ entering into^ 
Heaven itself to appear in the presence 
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0f God for us J confirm this truths that 
Heaven is a place, the city of the living 
GocT, where Christ lives, where he shines 
forth in an inconceivable display and 
manifestation of his efsencial, personal^ 
mediatorial, and relative glories, before 
and unto the view of that, innumerable 
company of elect angels and saints, who 
surround his throne, ^casting their crowns 
hefore him, " Saying with a loud voice^ 
*^ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain. 
^VBlefsing, and honour, and glory, and 
" power, be unto him that sitteth upou 
'^ the throne, and unto the Lamb, for 
• " ever and ever*. " In the apostolic writ- 
ings Heaven bears the titles of an Hpuse 
" Eternal in the Heavens^ — and a city 
which hath foundations^ (which denote 
the perpetuity of it), whose builder ,. and 
maker is God. Into which the JLord 
Christ receives his beloved at death,* 
that they may be where, he is according 
to his most faithful promise, *' I will 
** come again, and receive you to my-* 
" self, that where I arti, there ye may be 
**also^" 

. I will next speak of the state of the 
blefsed in heaven. It is a state of im- 
mortal! ty,i of perfect happinefs, of unut- 
terable perfection in knoM'ledge and en- 
joyment, of unutterable fellowship with 
CrX)d, angels, and saints, of life, and 
?Kev. y. W. 13. *^Joha xiv^ 3. 
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: bleisednefs. This is set before us in such 
scriptural exprefsions as these, namely, 
An exceeding^ eternal weight of Glory ^ 
A being present with the Lord^ The 
Inheritance of the Saints in light. An 
'Inheritance incorruptible, and undefled, 
which fadeth not away, reserved in 
Heaven, and A Glory to be revealed in 
. us. Which considered naay lead us to 
some spiritual conceptions, and faith- 
jviews of this most blefsed state which 
i awaits us. It is a state of immortality. 
The soul is swallowed up of life. It 
is life, pure life, eternal life, immortal 
life, that the soul now lives, and which 
admits of no interruption. It is perpe- 
vtual actrvity. No sooner is the soul 
taken up into Heaven, but it is all life, 
Joy, and activity in God the fountain of 
i life- Whilst the soul is in its present 
embodied state, its life even in spiritual 
,acts is greatly cramp t On its dismis- 
ision from it, its mortality is swallowed 
up of life, which doth in an instant put 

• an end to all that is mortal. Hereby it 
is delivered from all the misery and im- 

• perfection which adhered to it whilst in 
vthe body. It now lives an heavenly and 

-.eternal life. 

It is also a state of perfect happinefs. 

; The apostle makes a distinction between 

HxQ present and future state of Gory, 

saying, " When that which is perfec. is 

o 
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'* come, then that which is in part shall 
" be done away V And be points out 
the difference of these: Here we se^ 
through a glafs darkly^ hut then face 
to face. Our imperfection consists iQ 
our seeing through a glafs darkly. Onv, 
perfection in the heavenly state consist^ 
in seeing God face to face in the persou 
of our glorified and all-gloriQV3 Imr 
manuel. This is also a state ofunuiter-^ 
able perfection in knowledge find eiyoyr 
ment. The understanding will be filled 
with the knowledge of Uod, ^nd with 
the whole good pleasure of his will, in 
all his vast designs, in all his a^cts of 
grace, and in th^ whole of his vast dis-? 
pensations. The will shall rest perfectly 
satisfied with God, as the fouAt^ia of 
e&ential h^ppinefs ; who in his persons 
and con>munications in the blefsings and 
consolation of his love, and ia uninterr 
rupted communion with the soul, will her 
stow on it such enjoy meats as surpafs aJi 
thought on earth, and exceed all praise 
in Heaven. It is a state of uninterrupted 
communion with God,. angels, and saints;. 
— a church state. God is the glory of 
it, and the Lamb is th§ light thereo£ 
The Holy Ghost dwells in every member 
of it. The Father, Son,, and Spirit^ in 
the perfection of holinefs, have an unin- 
terrupted fellowship with them, (and 

*1 Cor.xiJi« 10. 
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With each other) as the objects and sub- 
jects of their everlasting love, compla- 
cency, and delight. The elect angels 
will exprefs their grace in blcfsing the 
Lamb that was slain for the iiinumer- 
iible benefits which flow from his death 
to the elect of human nature. And th6 
redeemed of the Lord' will, it may b6 
Conceived, blefs the God of all grace for 
his supercreat ion grace ixi^L^m^td in pre- 
serving the elect angels from falling, 
and rendering them impeccable by gratit- 
ing them the vision of Christ God-maiv 
In their knowledge and enjoyment ot 
him, and of communion with the eter- 
iml three in him, God becomes to them 
their all in ail. Hence their under- 
iktandings and wills are so swallowed up 
in God, and they so filled with all the 
fulnefs of God, that they are incapable 
bf ^itining to all eternity. All this is of 
Ch^ace: So that angels and saints will 
unite in singing the praise of it for ever 
and ever. The state of the blefsed is 
also a state of Glory. The soul will be 
in the enjoyment of Glory: It will en- 
circle him. He will be, as it were, im- 
mersed in it. It is an exceeding y eter- 
nal weight of Glory, The soul will have 
fellowship with Christ in his Glory. And 
the being with Christ will be everlasting 
perfection atidblefsedttefs. It is the in- 
heritance of the saints in light. They 
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are heirs of God^ and joint heirs with 
Christ. As the created sun shines 
equally through every part of this visi- 
ble system ; so the uncreated sun of ever- 
lasting righteousnefs the God-man Christ 
Jesus, the Lord of Glory, shines on saints 
in Heaven, and puts his own glory oi) 
them; and they shine therein bright and 
pure as the light. This effectually fixes 
them in their state of blifs; so that their 
inheritance, or the state ^ into which 
they are then introduced, is immutable; 
These general observations may serve, as 
2 preliminary, to introduce most suita*^ 
bly my attempt to shew wherein this 
unspeakable blefsednefs, which the se» 
parated soul enters on immediately at 
death, consistsf. But, before I euteT 
fullv thereon, let me fix my mind on 
such scripture-declarations as these; 
•Christ is said " To receive us to the 
" glory of God""." We are said to be 
*' called of God unto his kingdom and 
" glory"." It is further declared that 
** We are called to the obtaining of the 
" glory of our Lord Jesus Chrst°." Peter, 
an apostle of the Lord and Saviour, en^^ 
titles himself thus, "viz. A partaker of 
the glory that shall be revealed. And 
he, writing to all the holy brethren, tells 
us that " the God of all Grace hath called 

?^JRom. XV. 7. ° 1 Thess. ii. 12. « 2 Thess. u. 14, 
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*^ us onto his eternal glory by Christ Je- 
•* sus^" These important, soul-quicken- 
ing, and eternal realities, concerning the 
state and blefsednefs of saints in heaven, 
Avill, as I conceive, receive fresh light, 
and shine with redoubled splendour on 
our iftinds by a due and proper con- 
sideration of these great and glorious 
declarations. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is our Head in 
glory, and we are to receive our glory 
from him, /. e. out of bis immense f\xU 
iiefs, by seeing him as he is, and by 
having fellowship with him in all his 
communicable glory. What his glory is, 
and from whence it originates, we will 
enquire into- IVlay the Holy Ghost 
guide us therein, and sanctify our search 
into this most supremely great,, sublime, 
iind tl-uly excellent subject f then weshal^ 
through the divine unction, have some 
bl^fsed coriceptions of the glory that is 
to be ifevealed in us. But I would first 
premise, that Christ's glory, as the Son 
of the Hviiig God, as one in the incom- 
prehensible Godhead, co-equal and co- 
et^Mal with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, i. €. theglory of his distinct per- 
sonality in the eternal Godhead is not 
the subject of our enquiry. The whole 
volume of inspiration testifies, that this 
gloiy is efsential, underived, incommu^ 

p 1 Peu V. 10. 
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nicable. and incomprehensible. That, 
which we are about to contemplate, is 
his glory as God-man, or his glory as 
God and man united in one person. The 
word glory y in the Old Testament, in its 
highest acceptation is given to that per- 
son in JEHOVAH, who was to become 
incarnate; of whom the prophet had a 
vision, and of whom he prophesied, 
saying, " The glory of the Lord shall 
" be revealed'*/' He, as God-man, is 
THE GLORY OF JEHOVAH, or, 
THE GLORY JEHOVAH. The word 
GLORY, as used in the Old Testament, is 
also exprefsive of a supernatural and vi- 
sible appearance of fire, light, and splen- 
dour, which- shewed JEHOVAH to be 
peculiarly present'. This glory appear- 
ed sometimes in a human form prefi- 
guring the future incarnation of the 
SECOND PERSON in JEHOVAH: as, 
for instance, that over the cherubim V 
In the New Testament we have all this 
realized in the person of Jesus Christ. 
He is THE Lord of Glory; — The 
brightnefs of the Father's glory^ and 
th e exprefs image of his person. Christ's 
personal glory, as God-man, is the glory 
of the Godhead dwelling personally in 
him. This glory is founded on the union 
of the human nature with the Son of 

alsa. xl. 5. 'See Exod. xxiv. l6, 17. Ch. tA. 34,. 
35. 1 Kin^s viii. 1 1. • Eaek. i. 28. 
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God. And this glory is such as is only 
worthy to appear in him who is one per- 
son with God. This glory of Christ's 
person is his birth-right, as the efsential 
God, So says the apostle: " Being 

* made so much better than the angels, 

* as he hath by inheritance obtained a 

* more excellent name than thev^" 
Which name is that of the Son of God. 
To use the words of Dr. Goodwin: 

* This glory breaks forth and shines 
' through his human nature, as if the 

* sun were encompafsed with a case of 

* crystal; how glorious would that 
V crystal be!" Christ's glory, as to the 

very efsence of it, consists in this, (he 
bath it so inherently, natively, and efsen- 
tially in himself) that he is The Lord of 
Glory. And he speaks of it, " As the 
" glory which he had with the Father 
• ^ before the world was ^ " This he prayed 
to be glorified with, and put into the 
full pofsefsion of, on his performance of 
the work of redemption: and it was 
granted, when he was " Received up in- 
" to glory '^." In reply therefore to this 
most solemn enquiry, What is that glory 
which Christ had with the Father be- 
fore the world was ? I answer: It is his 
personal glory y or the glory due to 
him, and which belongs to him, as God- 
man^ ThefelloWy or equals of the Lord 

!Heb.i.4. "Jobaxvii. 5. ^ 1 Tim. iii, iff. 
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d/* Hostiy — In whom dwelleth all tk6 
fulnefs of the Godhead personally. If 
it be further asked; What is the utmost 
perfection of Christ's glory now at the 
right hand of the majesty on high? I re- 
ply : It is a glory purely, personally, and 
?roperly his own, and for himself alone, 
le shines forth in it, and lives in Hea- 
ven The image of the invisible God. It 
is a glory which he hath in God and 
with God alone in the enjoyment of alt 
that is God/ Our Lord's own words 
exprefs wherein the very life and efsence 
of it consist, " And n6w, O Father, glo- 
" rify thou me with thine own self, with 
** the glory which I had with thee be-^ 
" for the world was*/' Christ, as God-^ 
man, hath God himself^ as the fountain 
^nd spritig of all his joys and blefsed- 
Uefs* It is his own incommunicable 
prerogative, ai& God-man, to have life in 
himself. Our Lord hath the glory of 
being crowned with many crowns. He 
hath the glory of beings as God-man, the 
Head of the whole election of grace ; in 
whom their whole life of gtace and 
glory is treasured up. He is their head 
af union, and the medium of all t\\t\i 
communion with God. He, as God-man^ 
hath the sole rights title, and claim to all 
the glory of Heaven. He hath also to- 
gether with the glory of his being Head 
over all things to his church, which is^ 

f John xvii. 5, 
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his body, the fulnefs of him that filleth 
all in all, a mediatorial, relative, and 
communicable glory. In all which he 
shines forth with transcendent majesty, 
infinitely beyond our utmost conception^ 
to the everlasting joy of all his saints^ 
Speaking of his people to his divine Fa- 
ther he says, *' And the glory which thou 
** hast given me I have given them^/^ 
This is a communicable glory bestowed 
by the Father on him, as the Head, which 
he is to communicate to his members. 
This glory is the fruit of their union 
with him. It flows from him. It is of 
the same kind with his, though not to 
the same degree. It is not inherently 
in them. And thus his glory is revealed 
in them, and reflected on them; and 
hereby Christ is their everlasting light, 
and their everlasting glory. Christ is 
said, 7b receive us to the Glory of God i 
that is, to the participation of that glory 
which is to be had in the ever-blefsed 
God. " We are heirs of God, and cor 
*' heirs with Christ*." He communi- 
cates it to us in his own right. He is 
personally the proprietor and inheritor 
of it. Therefore he says. The glory 
which thou gavest me I have given them. 
This Glory is founded on his union with 
the Son of God on his part, and upon 
our union with him, God-man, on our 

y John xvii. 22, * Rom. viii. fZ. 
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tart. And this glory consists in a be- 
nolding his glory in Heaven. Thtre- 
fore he says on behalf of the whole 
election of grace, ** Father, I will that 
^* they also, whom thou hast given me, 
^* be with me where I am ; that they 
** may behold my glory which thou hast 
** given me: for thou lovedst me before 
** the foundation of the world*." In 
which we have the utmost blefsednefs 
6f Heaven set before us. It consists fa 
the beatific vision of the person of Christ 
in his kingdom and glory. And we 
may observe in the last clause of thid 
tiled scripture, that tht God-man va- 
lues his Father's loVe, the spring and 
fountain from whence his electii^n ind 
personal glory originated, beyond talt: 
it being the original of aii; So then, 
to bring this 'subject to its point, the 
unspeakable blefsednefs of the dact se- 
parated soul consists in being with 
Christ, in seeing Christ as he is, and in 
beholding his glory. In which vision 
of Christ, and in communibn with him 
in his glory, consist the eternal life and 
everlasting perfection of the saint ad- 
mitted into the state of immortality 
within the vail; where he has such com- 
fnunion with Christ in an intuitive way 
and manner, as fills the soul in every 
Jacultjf with the knowledge of GoJtd 

•John xvii. 24. 
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a divine satiety, and with such an enr 
joyment as gives the most complete sa* 
tisfaction. The disembodied saint en- 
joys such communion with Father, Sonj 
and Holy Ghost through this vision of 
the (Grod-man^ as constitutes an everlas-p 
ing Heaven, and feeds the mind witl^ 
joys, which exceed all the conc€ptibn$ 
of saints on earth. That continual blaze 
of light, glory, and God-like majesty, 
ivhich shines from the God-man, and 
by which all the blefsed in Heaven are 
refreshed, renders them immutably 
holy, ajid eternally impeccable. To 
this we may add, that it may be called 
the glory 'of God; and we may be said 
to enter, on the participation of his eter- 
nal glory, because all proceeds from the 
Father's everlasting love and his owxi 
eternal purpose of grace. In this state 
there is a perfection of worship and com- 
munion of saints. As there will be tf, 
most blefsed communion with the Head 
of saints, who is 'the fountain of their 
uninterrupted blefsednefs; so there will 
be also a most perfect fellowship witb 
glorified saints. They will all worship 
in the same perfection of holinefs. They 
will all behold the same Jesus. They 
Will all unite in the same song to the 
X»amb that was slain. And conversing 
with MoseSy Enochs and Elijah^ in their 
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glorified bodies, will serve to increase 
their mutual happinefs. 

I conceive, the glory, happinefs, and 
blefsednefs of the saints in Heaven are in- 
creasing, and will continue to increase 
throughout the ages of eternity. Al- 
though there is no want in the happi- 
nefs which each of the blefsed enjoys, 
yet thev being but finite, and God in 
Christ infinite, there must be a succes- 
sion and gradation in their knowledge, 
ienioyment, and communion. I con- 
ceive with respect to the present state of 
saints in glory, that, though they see 
Christ in his personal glory, and have 
communion with him in a certain de- 
gree in his mediatorial and relative 
glory, as their Head, Saviour, Lord, and 
Husoand, yet their chief and first sub*- 
ject is his Mediatorial glory ; and their 
constant praise is to him, as the Lamb 
that was slain. And through him, as 
such, all the love of the Father and all 
the grace and consolation of the Holy 
Spirit flow into their souls, and will con- 
tinue so to do, till, to use the prophet 
Zechariah's exprefsion, " The Lord my 
" God shall come and all his saints with 
"him." At which time the trumpet 
being sounded, the bodies of the elect- 
dead being raised and re-united to their 
souls, and the living-elect changed in a 



( 301 ) 

moTnent, in the twinkling of an eye;- 

from mortality to immortality^ his glory 

-will shine on the bodies and souls of all 

his saints to a far greater degree than- 

what it does now in Heaven. And this 

will increase their enjoyment of blefsed- 

iiefs beyond the conception of saints by 

any former communion which they had 

with Christ in glory. In the -New Je- 

rusalem-siate, (as it is very justly styled 

by divines to distinguish it from the 

present state of saints in glory^ and 

also from, what is most properly styled 

the ultimate glory-statey where and 

when Christ will dw^ell personally with 

all his saints together,) Jesus their 

bridegroom and the church his bride 

-will have such communion suited to this 

state, as will far surpafe the blefsednefs 

of their present communion with him 

now in glory. This New Jerusalem- 

fitate of the blefsed is thus exprefsed. 

•' And the city had no need of the sun, 

** neither of the moon to shine in it: 

•* for the gjory of God did lighten it, 

" and the Lamb i$ the light thereof \'* I 

And further it is said of it, ^*^ There shall i 

** be no more curse ; but the throne of I 

** God and of the Lamb shall be in it; . j 

*' and his servants shall serve him. And ! 

** they shall see his face, and his name 

^ shall be on their foreheads. And 

^ Rev. xxi. 23. 
P 
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•' there sliall be no night there, and they 
"need no candle; neither the light of 
" the sun ; for the Lord God giveth 
" them light : and they shall reign for 
" ever and ever*." And even this will 
be put down by what will be more fully 
manifested and enjoyed in the state of 
iiltiniate glory, when God in his divine 
persons and perfections in the God-man 
shall be so clearly and fully known and 
enjoyed, as to be all in all. Then 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost 
will be enjoyed by the saints to the ut- 
termost perfection of blefsednefs. O my 
soul ! are these things so? Are these 
truths divine realities ? Has the Holy 
Ghost made them so to thee ? Astonish- 
ing grace ! Let them then, O my soul ! 
sink down into thy heart. Meditate on 
them. Pray over them. Seek to digest 
them inwardly and spiritually; and la- 
bour to bring them into daily use and 
practice. Look up to the Eternal Three^ 
saying, Holy Father! I present my- 
self at thy throne in the name and per- 
son of the God-man, Christ Jesus, pray- 
ing thee to shine upon me in him. Thou 
art the Father of glory: and out of 
the riches of thy glory thou hast loved 
me in Christ Jesus, before the founda- 
tion of the world, with the same love 
Ai^hcrewith thou lovedst him. Eternal 

^ Rev. xxii. 3, 4, 5. 
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thanks be given unto thee for the evi- 
dence which thou hast given me of this 
from thy word aud by thy Spirit, that 
thou art my exceeding great reward. 
O thou MATCHLESS Jesus ! thou art 
ALL-GLORious;— THE TRUE IM- 
MANUEL;— THE FELLOW OFTHE 
LORD OF HOSTS, Blefsings on thee ! 
It is tby will that 1 should be where thou 
art to behold thy glory, and to see thee as 
thou art. This will be my everlasting 
perfection, my inconceivable blifs, and 
my eternal Heaven and feast in glory. 

O thou MOST HIGH AND AlMIGHTY 

Jesus ! it affords me a present Heaven 
to contemplate thy efsential, personal, 
mediatorial, relative, and communicable 
glories. It leads me spiritually to per- 
ceive, that personal communion with 
thee in thy kingdom will everlastingly 
engage all my spiritual fkculties, and fix 
my mind eternally on thee, Q thou 
Holy Ghost 1 thou dwellest in my 
soul, as my earnest of glory. Thou hast 
given me to experience in communion 
with the Father and the Son joys un- 
speakable and full of glory. O thou 

HOLY, BLESSED, AND ESSENTIAL 

Th REE ! I rejoice in the prospect of per- 
sonal, uninterrupted, and eternal com- 
munion with thee in the state of glory, 
in the New Jerusalem-state, and in the 
state of ultimate glory. Blefsed be thy 
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name, thou Eternal Three J forthe 
revelation, prospects, and foretastes 
'which thou hast given me hereo£ And 
for these thy blefsings, and for the ex- 
perience which thou hast given me, I 
desire most earnestly on earth and ia 
Heaven to join with the whole election 
of grace in giving unceasing glory to 
THEE, as the ONE JEHOVAH, who 

art ESSENTIAL BLESSEDNESS, and THE 
FOUNTAIN OF ALL BLESSEDNESS tO' 

thy saints. To whom be praise, ani> 

GLORY IN THE HIGHEST* AMEN.. 
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